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If you wish to promote your
business in the area,
you could do much worse
than advertise in this space.

Christ Church Team

For just £30 a year, your advert
will appear in 12 editions
(i.e. just £2.50 a month)

Rev’d Ali Bridewell

Rector:

(Currently on leave)

If you know anyone who might
be interested,
please can you encourage them
to get in contact.
email:
editorofthebridge@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Jean Lane 01380 722069
Heather Walker 01380 725785

Worton and Marston
Parish Magazine
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Price 30p
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Editor: Giles Collins
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Ukraine Crisis Appeal
The fundraiser event in the village hall in support of the
Ukraine Crisis raised an incredible £1,660. This was due
to the nature of the cause, but also to the hard work and
goodwill of Worton and Marston villagers.
Special thanks to those who baked cakes, gave raffle
prizes and auction items, made teas, ran the raffle, and to
everyone who came on Saturday and donated so generously, both for themselves and for their friends. Thanks
also to the customers of the Rose and Crown who contributed in the week prior.
The money has been paid into the
Disasters Emergency Committee
(DEC).

“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver”
Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available
Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’

Worton and Marston Village Hall
Run for the community by volunteers

Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall
for the benefit of the community
Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248
or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net
www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk/
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One of the things that fascinates
me about the Gospel accounts of
Jesus’ resurrection is the reaction
of the disciples. Jesus had told
them that he would rise from the
dead. The women who had gone
to the tomb showed them that the
tomb was empty. Mary Magdalene shared with them that she
had “seen the Lord”. But the disciples didn’t get it. They couldn’t believe it. Two disciples even
left Jerusalem - miserable and
downcast – thinking that Jesus’
ministry had ended in failure.
What had happened to them is
what happens to us. Jesus’ death
and resurrection were history and
life changing events – but nothing had actually changed. For the
disciples, the world was as awful
as it had ever been. The oppressive Romans were still in power;
the peace and prosperity they
thought the Messiah would bring
seemed as far off as ever. Christ’s resurrection should
transform the world – but it hadn’t. Where is the resurrected
Christ in the continuing suffering
of the world?
If Christ’s resurrection is true –
we want it to change the world.
How is is changing things in the

Ukraine, in Syria, in the Yemen? How is it changing things
for the poor and oppressed, the
hungry and the refugee? How
do we celebrate Easter in a
Good Friday world, when the
very last thing that anyone
wants to be told, in the face of
all that is in our news headlines,
is ‘be happy, Jesus is risen from
the dead’?
I have been a follower of the
risen Christ for over 50 years
and constantly have to reflect on
the reality and purpose of my
faith. I don’t have a simple or a
blind faith – but one that always
struggles with finding truth,
finding God, in the dark and
empty places. My current reflections lead me to think that
what we need to learn is how to
live the resurrection, not in a
world made suddenly easy and
peaceful by the events of Easter
Day, but in a world wounded by
humanity and fractured by
heartache and sorrow.
The risen Christ comes to us as
he has always come, bringing
into our broken, grieving world
the gentle but persistent reminder that, in the words of Desmond Tutu: ‘Good is stronger
than evil; love is stronger than
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Pastoral Letter
Maureen’s ramblings…….

The Bridge

hate; light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death.’ Jesus doesn’t ask us to feel joyful (although I hope I will on Easter
Day!) – but to hold on to the fact that this is true and to seek, wherever we can, to be and do good; to be loving; to bring light into the
darkness and to be life-giving to all we meet. In fact – to be Easter
people in a Good Friday world. Easter people who have hope for the
future; Easter people who believe, sometimes with tears in our eyes
– that forgiveness, healing, reconciliation, peace, justice - all of it is
possible. And so we can proclaim –“Christ is risen! Alleluia!.
The Revd. Maureen Allchin (retired priest)

National Garden Scheme - Garden open for charity
Julia’s House Children’s Hospice,
Bath Road, Devizes, SN10 2AT
Saturday 7th May and Sunday 8th May
10.30am -3.30pm
Adults £4 Children free

PERSONAL ASSISTANT VACANCY

Quote job ref. PAREG165
Worton, Devizes
1 PH EACH MORNING BETWEEN 8 AM-9 AM
WEEKDAYS (@£11 PH) AND SOME WEEKENDS (@ £12 PH)
Support required for a gentleman with MS;
Help with getting up, showering and dressing
• Weekdays and weekends.
• More details available on enquiry
The post is subject to an enhanced DBS disclosure which will be
funded by me.
For further information
0300 1233 442 = Quote job ref. PAREG165
Wiltspa-reg@wiltshire

(continued on next page)
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SERVICE CALENDAR

APRIL
Sun April 3rd

LENT 5
10.00am

Sun April 10th PALM SUNDAY
10.00am
6.00pm

Fri April 15th GOOD FRIDAY
11.00am

Sun April 17th EASTER SUNDAY
11.00am

Sun April 24th EASTER 2
9.30am

6.00pm

CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Communion
MARSTON CHAPEL
No Service
CHRIST CHURCH
Morning Praise
MARSTON CHAPEL
Revd G Gotham HC
MARSTON CHAPEL
Short Service followed by
walk of witness and soup
lunch at Christ Church
CHRIST CHURCH
Informal family Service
and Communion
MARSTON CHAPEL
No Service
CHRIST CHURCH
Morning Praise
MARSTON CHAPEL
Revd Tracey Lewis

MAY
Sun May 1st

EASTER 3
9.30am

CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Communion
MARSTON CHAPEL
No Service

Please note variation in Christ Church service times.
There were no baptisms, weddings or funerals at Christ Church during
February.
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From Christ Church:
The people of Ukraine are very much uppermost in everyone’s
hearts and minds. In addition to many other ways in which so many
people are supporting them, Christ Church, together with the other
churches in the Benefice, donated all the offerings on the plate on 6 th
March to the Disasters Emergency Committee.
Alongside the very successful Tea and Cake afternoon held in the
Village Hall in aid of the Ukraine Appeal, there was a prayer vigil
held in church, joining in prayers with a time for quiet reflection.
Christ Church is open every day, a beautiful peaceful place if you
need a quiet space to pray and reflect. There is a prayer table available with prayers for Ukraine if you wish to use them.
April will be a busy month for Christ Church and the Family of
Churches. The main Christ Church event will be on Easter Sunday.
There will be an informal Family Service and Communion starting
at 11 am, with refreshments after the service. This will be followed
by an Easter egg hunt, craft activities and some magic performed by
our very own magician Revd. Adrian……..yes really!
Hopefully some of these activities will be held outside.
See the Family of Churches item elsewhere in ‘The Bridge’ for details of what’s happening on Good Friday and the long awaited party
for Newcomers.
Fete: The Village Fete will be back this year on May 14 th supporting
Five Lanes school and Christ Church. Slightly different this year as
there will be no sports tournaments so will be held in the afternoon
from 2-4.30pm and will include all the usual stalls, raffle and afternoon teas. We would welcome any offers of help to run stalls.
Revd. Ali has begun a 4 month break, to enable her to concentrate
on her health and wellbeing, as her treatment continues. A new temporary pattern of services will be in place from the beginning of
May, where services in the Benefice will be mainly scheduled for
9.30am and 11.am to enable the duty Minister to take two services
in one morning. Christ Church services will be at 9.30am.
Up to date details of all services can be found on the Benefice website www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk
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Jean, along with several others from the Benefice, was recently
commissioned by Bishop Andrew, Bishop of Ramsbury, as a Lay
Worship Leader which allows her to lead non communion services,
the first of which she shared at the end of February with Ruth, a Lay
Worship Leader from Potterne, with everyone being very supportive. This will help to maintain services around the churches whilst
resources are still stretched.
We continue to pray for all those suffering in so many ways in various parts of the world, and closer to home for those in our villages
who are sick or undergoing treatment, and in any other need.
If you, or anyone you know needs any pastoral support,
please contact Sarah, the Benefice administrator,
contact.wellsprings@gmail.com or one of us:
Heather: 01380 725785, Jean: 01380 722069
Heather & Jean, Churchwardens

Wellsprings Benefice Services
May 2022

Due to the current covid situation and ongoing health issues within our ministry team, we may be forced to change or cancel services at short notice. Please check our website or speak to the
church warden for the latest information. We apologise for any
inconvenience and ask for your understanding.
APRIL
Sunday 3rd (Lent 5)
8am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Potterne
10am
Morning Praise
Bulkington
10am
Matins (BCP)
Poulshot
10am
Holy Communion
Seend
10am
Holy Communion
Worton
th
Sunday 10 (Palm Sunday)
8am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Seend
10am
Holy Communion
Bulkington
10am
Holy Communion
Potterne
10am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Poulshot
10am
Morning Praise
Worton
Monday 11th
7pm
Compline
Bulkington
th
Tuesday 12
7pm
Compline
Worton
th
Wednesday 13
7pm
Compline
Poulshot
th
Thursday 14 (Maundy Thursday)
7pm
Benefice Holy Communion
Potterne

From The Bridge in April 1992
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Friday 15th (Good Friday)
11am
Worton & Marston Family of Churches
Walk of Witness and soup lunch
Worton
12pm
Hour at the Cross
Bulkington
2pm
Hour at the Cross
Potterne
th
Saturday 16 (Easter Saturday)
5:15pm
Quest Easter Saturday Festival Poulshot (on farm)
th
Sunday 17 (Easter Sunday)
9:30am
Holy Communion
Bulkington
9:30am
Holy Communion
Poulshot
10am
Holy Communion
Potterne
10am
Holy Communion
Seend
11am
Holy Communion plus Easter Trail Worton
Sunday 24th (Easter 2)
9:30am
Morning Praise
Worton
10am
Holy Communion
Seend
11am
Morning Praise
Potterne
6pm
Evening Service
Bulkington
6pm
Evening Prayer/Evensong (BCP)
Poulshot
Every Tuesday, 9am Daily Prayer service at Poulshot
Please join us at our new informal gathering called Quest every Saturday at 5.30pm at Poulshot Village Hall.
Churches are open for private prayer during the week.
Please visit our website www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk for more
details of all our services, latest updates and to keep in touch.

Ministry Team
Rector: Rev Ali Bridewell (currently on leave)
Curate: Rev Adrian Burholt 07537 185095
Benefice Administrator: Sarah Leckie 07516 224057
sarahleckie.wba@gmail.com
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Worton Parish Council
APRIL
BOOK SWAP
Saturday 9th April
10.00am – 12 noon
at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton
hosted by Sally Collins
Saturday 21st May
(NB on the 3 Saturday in month (to avoid clashing
with the Fete & Plant Sale which is on the 2nd Saturday) )
10.00am – 12 noon
at Cloonkell, 38 Mill Road, Worton
hosted by Jean Lane
rd

FIVE LANES WI
Our expected meeting of Easter cooking sadly had to be changed
but at VERY short notice we had an excellent and amusing demonstration of Caribbean Cookery by Meera Mohansingh, who only
moved to Worton in December. Meera said she was very nervous
(unsurprisingly!) but you wouldn’t have known as she prepared
food whilst regaling us with how she was brought up in Trinidad,
learning her cooking skills from her mother. We enjoyed tasting the
food and even had some to take home. Garlic played a big part, but
Meera cut down on her usual addition of hot chillis in case we
couldn’t cope!! If you didn’t make it, you missed a great evening.
Our next meeting on APRIL 12th will be “Looking after your feet”;
a talk given by Evelyn Burt from Worton, and a subject I’m sure
we could all learn more about. We are asked to please bring a pencil! 7:30pm in the Village Hall where the new chairs are so comfortable, you should really give us a try!
Jean Lane 722069

Neighbourhood planning was an important topic on the agenda for our March meeting. In some ways this topic has been
on the back burner during the COVID pandemic and against
an ever-changing backdrop with regard to planning strategies
at a variety of levels from national to local. The experience of
working to produce our own Neighbourhood Plan has proved
to be somewhat frustrating, exhausting and drawn out, not to
say increasingly expensive, particularly for a community like
ours.
We have decided not to attempt to produce a Plan for the
time being - much of the evidence already gathered would
now be technically irrelevant - and there have been significant
changes with regard to applications submitted to the planning
authorities.
The significant housing development on the Sandleaze site
should be expected in the foreseeable future. The precise details have yet to be clarified and approved by Wiltshire Council, but the scale should be large enough to trigger useful
funding (referred to as Section 106 payments) towards providing the facilities merited by the increase in population expected. Exactly how much influence we can have on what
sort of investment there could be and how it would be used is
unclear but we will do our best to represent the wishes of the
community as and when opportunity arises.
What is likely is that there would be some funding for recreational facilities. With this in mind we feel it is probably best to
delay provision of play facilities at Whatleys, though Cllr Powell has presented what could be a workable and affordable
“start” to replace the equipment that could be used as a starting point if appropriate.
We had a useful discussion about the need for a new village
survey and how improvements could be made on the previous one, though its usefulness was recognised. That survey
was done under the auspices of the Neighbourhood planning
process and was somewhat expensive. It was felt that it
(continued on next page)
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would be perfectly possible to organise an updated survey “in
house”, but, as has become increasingly clear, there would
be little use in undertaking a survey when we don't know
what specific questions need to be asked. So, it's a case of
“watch this space”, though it was good to see interest and
support for the idea.
Cllr Slack gave us an update on the installation of the Speed
Indicator Devices. The list of proposed sites has been given
to Wiltshire Council. We are awaiting an on-site meeting with
the engineers which needs to occur before the next steps can
be taken.
Cllr Powell has been gathering volunteers for the village
maintenance day on Saturday 2nd April and we are grateful
for the support offered. Of course, there is room for more,
particularly if you have access to a petrol-powered strimmer.
We all appreciate the opportunities we have in the village to
enjoy walks in the fresh air - and it's great that the landowners do so much to facilitate this. The walkers amongst you
will be aware that Wiltshire Council installed a kissing gate to
replace the rickety style at the entrance to the trout lakes.
The Parish CounciI has been asked if they could purchase
and install a kissing gate to replace a broken style in the corner of an adjacent field. This style is not on the official footpath route but was provided as a result of landowner goodwill. We decided, in principle, to support the installation of a
kissing gate to replace the style, subject to pricing estimates
and available funding. A quick reminder - please try to follow
the designated footpath route (I know it can be difficult at
times for the inexperienced like myself).
Thanks are due to John Butler for the help he gave to Cllr
Powell in the repair of the Notice Board - They both clearly
have gymnastic potential to carry out such an awkward task!
Also thanks to all of those who organised the event to support
Ukraine that happened last month and the hard work being
put into the arrangements for the upcoming Jubilee celebra-

tions. At last a chance to celebrate all that is good about our
wonderful country and village!
Finally, thanks are due to Liz Starling who has decided to relinquish her role as our clerk. Whilst her decision is understandable - many of you will know just how busy she is fulfilling her various responsibilities - she will be sorely missed
and hard to replace. Unusually for me, I am lost for words to
express just how important she has been in supporting the
work of the Council through years of unprecedented challenge. Hopefully I can give a fuller appreciation in a future edition of the Bridge. In the meantime, please encourage anyone
you know who might be interested in the post to consider applying - your Council does enjoy a debate, but we are highly
unlikely to ever need Jackie Weaver!
Barry Devine
Dear Villagers
I attended the March Parish Council meeting and was really pleased
with the receptive response by members to my proposal for a kissing gate on the path to the trout lake. The position for the gate is
courtesy of Nick and Robert Goss.
The gate could be easily fitted in a couple of hours by a few volunteers. It would enable less mobile members of our village to enjoy
the lake during better weather for decades to come. The Parish
Council are looking into prices. I have already had a look and prices are around only £400.
Roger Wilshire

(continued on next page)
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Worton and Marston Gardening Club

,

As another term comes to an end, we would like to wish you all a fantastic Easter break.
We will be closed for Easter on 13th and 20th April.
We are continuing to restrict the number of children and would like to
remind you that booking is required via text to 07581 346951 (not
Facebook / WhatsApp)
Page 17

As things start to return to normal here it seems unbelievable that
there should be war in Europe again, which is going to affect us all
sooner or later. Thank goodness we have our gardens to retreat to
and draw comfort from when our daily news is so disturbing. Looking around our own garden I can see lots of flowers that have braved
the elements and are a constant source of pleasure. Jane has long
been a fan of hellebores, so three or four years ago she ordered a
large batch of hellebore plugs, which she nurtured into many of the
flowers we are now enjoying. The daffodils are now also fully in
bloom, as are primroses. My lawn seems to have escaped the attention of moles for the last week or two, and I know that I will have to
give it more attention soon in order for it to fully benefit from last
autumn's effort. It will soon be time to start planting seeds in our
vegetable garden, starting as usual with my parsnips. Last year’s
crop wasn’t bad by any stretch of imagination, but the early sown
batch didn't do as well as those sowed later. I have always planted
seed as early as possible and normally done well enough with parsnips, but last year’s crop has given me food for thought. At the moment I am spending my time mainly in the workshop, but this will
have to change now that Spring is here. I am looking forward to our
first meeting in the Village Hall since I can't remember when on
Monday 21st we shall take our first step to a normal Garden Club
year. I look forward to meeting everyone again and hopefully some
new members as well.
Dave
At last, we are able to meet in person.
The last two years have been very tough on us all and most of us
have spent more time in our gardens. If you have discovered a love
of gardening and would like to meet up with others who share this
interest, why not come along to the Gardening Club, no expertise
necessary. Just get in touch.
We usually meet on the third Monday of the month and enjoy a
range of talks, visits and social events.
Most meetings take place at the Village Hall, doors open at 7:30pm
and we enjoy a cuppa while we catch up and chat before talks that
(continued on next page)
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start at 8:00pm. We have a raffle each month and sometimes speakers bring plants etc to sell.
Upcoming dates
Our April meeting falls on Easter Monday so we have decided to
go for the following Monday, the 25th April; we haven’t finalised a
talk yet but plan to get something booked.
May 16th meeting will be our first visit for a very long time, again
we are not sure where we will be going yet but we’re working on it.
We are looking forward to seeing everyone, old friends and new.
Sally

svwood90@hotmail.com Tel 01380698969

Rosemary rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk

WELCOME PARTY FOR 2020 and 2021 NEWCOMERS
FRIDAY APRIL 29th at 7:30pm in the VILLAGE HALL
Hopefully you have kept your original tickets somewhere safe to
bring along on the night?
It would be very helpful for catering purposes to know who is coming so please call the numbers below or send an e mail to:joje@talktalk.net or heatherwalker66@gmail.com
Non-Newcomers who would like to purchase tickets also contact
Heather or Jean, and tickets for group reps should have been given
by now.
Any queries, please email the above or
call Heather on 725785 or Jean on 722069
Another event we have been unable to hold for two years is the
GOOD FRIDAY WALK WITH A CROSS FROM MARSTON
CHAPEL TO CHRIST CHURCH followed by soup and bread
lunch in the church. It begins with a short service in the Chapel at
11:00am. If you are unable to do the walk, join us in the church for
the lunch at around 12:00noon. A thought-provoking start to the
Easter weekend.

ECO-CORNER
Earth Hour and Earth Day
Earth Hour 2022 was scheduled for 8:30 to 9:30 pm on Saturday 26
March 2022; sadly, we have missed it this year. Earth Hour is an annual event organised by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), when people and organisations worldwide switch off their lights for one hour
to use this opportunity to make a public statement of their concern
about those ways our lifestyles and behaviour threaten the wellbeing
of the earth. Perhaps you could make a note for next year?
International Earth Day takes place on 22 April each year and has
been marked for the last 50 years by billions of people globally. It
extends the aims of Earth Hour – encouraging people to think of
more environmentally friendly ways of living which they will hopefully continue beyond this single day.
How about having a day when you eat no meat? Or a day when you
don’t buy anything made or packaged with plastic? Or a day when
you don’t use your car?
Maybe you could plant a shrub which attracts insects? Or put some
food or water out for the birds? Or encourage a friend to mark Earth
Day this year?
How about spending some time on Earth Day looking at the impact
of the food and products you buy?
Download the Impact Score app:
https://www.ecosia.org/search?q=impact%20score%20app
When you scan the barcode for a product it will give you an impact
score based on whether the product is made in the UK, made from
organic produce, the type of packaging, presence of chemicals of
concern, palm oil etc.
It will also suggest other products. E.g. Anne’s handwash scored only 1 for the packaging, being made from mostly recycled plastic, but
showed chemicals of concern; the product was thought to contain
palm oil and there was no evidence of the greener cosmetics certification. Supported by academics at Chester University, the app was able
to suggest several alternative products with better scores of 4, 5 or 6.
(continued on next page)
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On its website they say: “in a world of greenwashing, we help people understand the impact their purchases have on people and the
planet. Every purchase we make can bring about positive, sustainable and social change.”
The actions we take on just one hour or one day each year must, of
course, lead to sustained action all through the year!
Anne Wilson mrsannewilson@gmail.com and
Sandra Gamble acanadiangamble@gmail.com
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for all

2020 & 2021 Newcomers
and Villagers
Worton and Marston Village Hall
Friday 29 April 2022 at 7.30 pm
Buffet Supper *** Wine Bar *** First drink included

Admission:

Adult £5 - Family £10 - under 10s free
Newcomers free

Tickets available from
Heather Walker 725785 or Jean Lane 722069
If any newcomer to the villages in 2020 and 2021 has not received
a free ticket please phone one of the above numbers
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A Message from Tamara Reay

Wiltshire Councillor for The Devizes Rural West Division

Easter Sunday
17 April 2022

Informal
Family Service
and
Communion
Christ Church Worton
11.00 am

Easter Egg Hunt
Activities
Refreshments

Help with rising energy costs
Almost all of us will be affected by the current increases in energy costs and I was pleased that in February the Government announced that all households in England whose primary residence
is in Council tax bands A to D are entitled to a one-off council
tax energy rebate payment of £150.
To ensure that residents get the payment as soon as possible Wiltshire Council will be using the details of those who are set -up to
pay by direct debit so that the rebate money can go straight into
those accounts. The Council is in the process of establishing how
the money will get to those people who aren't set up to pay by
direct debit, and more information for those residents and how
they can claim it will be available in due course.
The Government also announced that funding will also be provided to local authorities to operate a discretionary fund for households in need who would not otherwise be eligible. This could
include, for example, individuals on low incomes who live in
properties in bands E-H. Wiltshire Council has been allocated
around £877,000 for this and is developing a system to distribute
this money to those eligible and will confirm more details soon.
There was more good news for vulnerable households who will
be able to benefit from energy efficiency improvements over the
next year. Together with Swindon Borough Council, Wiltshire
Council has secured over £5 million to deliver home energy upgrades across Swindon and Wiltshire, following a successful bid
to the Government’s Home Upgrade Grant fund.
The funding will be used to install energy efficiency measures in
homes to raise Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) rating to
Band C. Households, including social rent, low income and living in areas without mains gas - both rented and owner-occupied
- will benefit from these improvements helping to reduce their
bills and make their homes warmer. Upgrades include wall and
roof insulation as well as new low-carbon heating systems, thermostats and room heating controls.
(continued on next page)
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The C 20 Worton High Street

(continued from previous page)

I'd encourage anyone who is concerned about rising energy bills,
or who need energy saving advice, to contact the free and impartial Warm and Safe Wiltshire service at warmandsafewiltshire.org.uk or by calling 0800 038 5722. Meanwhile, I am very
aware that across Devizes Rural West there are residents living
in older social housing with particularly inefficient heating systems, and as your Wiltshire Councillor, and with responsibility
for Climate Change across the county, I am working to secure
improvements.
Tamara Reay
Wiltshire Councillor for Devizes Rural West.
Tel: 07711 824864 Email: tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk

The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions
It is available for hire for just £50.
Please contact:
Pauline (720248) or Jeff (726845) or any other Trustee

Worton Community Speedwatch - February 2022

(Note: all Wiltshire Speedwatch sessions are now restricted to 45 minutes only)

Sessions: Nine
Total Vehicles counted: 2,469
Vehicles recorded for exceeding the 30mph speed limit: 194
(of which 36 were reported to Wiltshire Police for excess speed)
Bob Mitchell
Page 29

The 2 main problems with the traffic through Worton on the C20
High Street are speeding and the volume of traffic.
• The vehicle count supplied by Wiltshire Police Community
Speedwatch quite clearly demonstrates that the number of vehicles passing through the High Street is more comparable to that
of the A roads in the county than of the C roads. It is not unusual
for 450 to 500 vehicles to pass along Worton High Street in just 1
hour.
•
The C20 links the A361 at Seend to the A360 at Black Dog
Crossroads. With most vehicles having Satnav, there is great
potential for non-local traffic to be sent through Worton Village
High Street.
•
The High Street is narrow, the pavements are narrow and, in
some places, run out altogether. Therefore, it is necessary to
cross over at least twice if you are walking from one end of the
village to the other.
•
Whilst walking along the pavement, pedestrians are literally
inches away from fastmoving vehicles.
•
Several residents have been struck by the wing mirror of passing
vehicles whilst walking on the pavement.
•
Pedestrians feel intimidated by passing traffic as do cyclists and
riders. Some residents are reluctant to walk their children to
school.
•
Residents’ parked cars are regularly damaged by passing vehicles.
•
Walls and hedges have been demolished.
•
The grass verge is damaged.
•
HGV’s mount the pavement in order to pass either side.
•
Motorists overtake along the High Street which is clearly not
safe.
• Many of the properties along the High Street are very close to the
road, particularly the older properties. Our house is over 180
years old. We can literally feel it shudder when a large vehicle
passes. This is detrimental to the buildings.

(continued on next page)

Page 30

The Bridge

April 2022

(continued from previous page)

The Bridge

April 2022

(continued from previous page)

We have a Community Speedwatch team in the village however
most of the time there is no deterrent to speeders. Apart from the
30mph signs, and the village gates at either end of the village, once
these have been passed there is nothing visually to remind motorists
that they are still in a 30mph zone.
In 2011 I wrote to Wiltshire Council and to Claire Perry MP about
the fact that we are unable to have 30mph repeater signs in the village. The matter was referred to the Parliamentary Under-Secretary
of State at the Department of Transport, the Area Board and the
CATG. We were told that Worton High Street did not warrant
30mph repeater signs because we have streetlights along the road.
We have a few random streetlights which are mounted on telegraph
poles. All that was suggested was that we start a CSW team which
we did and that we install a SID which we soon will. However, neither of these measures are a complete answer to speeding along the
High Street because they are not operational continuously.
We realise that Wiltshire Police are having difficulties with tackling
speeding. So, if passing motorists will not slow down when asked,
they must be forced to slow down with traffic calming measures.
These we can see clearly are already in use in other villages in the
county such as Biddestone and Woodborough (road narrowing
points) and in Semington and Derry Hill (speed humps). If traffic
calming can be installed in other villages then based on our vehicle
count and the problem of speeding along the High Street, we should
have them here.
There is no wish to disrupt local traffic; people need to run their
businesses and get to work. However, it would not be unreasonable
to attempt to deflect non-local traffic from passing through the village, particularly HGVs which are being sent through the High
Street by Satnav. Local traffic will continue to use the routes they
are familiar with.
Neither is it unreasonable to expect through traffic to stick to the
main A roads.
An important thing to stress is that at the moment motorists own
Worton High Street.
Worton High Street is overused, ill-used, and abused every day.

This is our High Street, where we live, and the safety and wellbeing
of the residents of Worton must take priority over the needs of
passing motorists.
Suggestions to address the problems on the C20:
• Signage at the crossroads at Seend and at Black Dog junction
“Unsuitable for HGVs”
• Traffic calming measures
• Visual measures to remind motorists after they have passed the
30mph signs and the village gates, that they are still in a 30mph
zone.
• That Highways look at the High Street from the point of view of
residents first and foremost. Lives are beginning to become
blighted by the amount of traffic and the speed through the village.
Suzanne Bonfield

Worton &Marston Link

Reg Charity No.1061770
We are now trying, even with COVID still around, to get back to
some sort of normality. Worton & Marston Link's annual AGM
will be in the Rose and Crown on April 11th at 7o'clock.
Committee members will produce their reports, and drivers will also
be present. Discussions will be held to improve our service; we need
village comments in order to achieve this.
Please come and take part, perhaps listen or just meet the people involved. It is always easier to have met the people if you have to telephone the service for transport to a medical appointment.
If you are interested in offering some spare time to give lifts to other
villagers then please come and chat to us about what we do and how
we do it. For those who need transport to reach the AGM, ring the
normal Link number 07413 912828 to arrange it.
Alun Newman

(continued on next page)
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
URGENT APPEAL
We are holding our AGM on Wednesday May 4th at 7pm at which
two of our six Trustees will be resigning so we need to replace them.
Please consider if this is something you could do. We are a small
friendly group with the remit of ensuring the continuance of the Hall
for the residents of Worton and Marston. We organise fundraising
events and undertake small maintenance tasks. If you think you
would be interested or you would like to discuss the role further
please contact Veronica on 01380 726845. If I'm not in there is an
answer machine to take your name and number and I will get back
to you as soon as I return.
REMINDERS FROM LAST MONTH'S BULLETIN
(Please put these in your diary)
Introduction to Plans for the Kitchen
Trustees plan to hold an open afternoon tea and a wine and cheese
evening on Saturday May 28th for any Worton and Marston resident interested in seeing what we have planned for the kitchen extension and refurbishment. Both these events will be free though donations to the kitchen fund will be appreciated.
Nearly New Sale
We are planning this for Saturday July 9th so please save any good
quality clothes and bric-a-brac. We will publish more details nearer
the time but we intend to focus this on villagers rather than attracting traders from outside the village.
200 Club
It’s time to renew your subscription or consider joining if you haven't yet taken the plunge. This is a fun way to fund the Hall and who
knows you may even win £50. It’s still £12 per year (must be one of
the few things that hasn't gone up in price!!!) This gives you one
chance a month to win the prize (you can buy as many chances as
you like at £12 each).
If you are renewing, please either do so via a bank transfer (Account
number:00327868; sort code:30-92-63) and let Veronica know
on 01380 726845 or veronica.franklin@btinternet.com (this is to
(continued on next page)
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make sure you are included in the draw as there is a delay in us
knowing that you have renewed)
or
Put a cheque through the letter box of 11 Gaisford Chase.
If you are a new member you can pay in the same way but please
contact Veronica as above as she will need some more information
about you (mainly your address so I know where to deliver the prize
when you win).
and finally
It is so good to see individuals and groups slowly moving back to
using the Village Hall again. Trustees hope you will approve of the
changes we have made over the last two years.
Veronica Franklin
WORTON & MARSTON LADIES GROUP
On Wednesday 23rd February five ladies attended the Potterne Pantomime Aladdin. All enjoyed their evening.
The March meeting on the 30th will be a talk by Anne Dunham on Horses, Medals & Wheelchairs. 8pm start.
Hosts Allison & Rosa.
Advance notice 27th April - a talk by Jerry Willmott on the Korean War
Hosts Cheryl & Val.
Pam Woods
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Vacancy for a Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer
Worton Parish Council
The current Clerk is leaving at the beginning of May, and the Parish Council is seeking to fill this vital role.
The job is for part-time employment, for an annualised average of 7
hours per week (including paid leave). The salary is based on NJC
Scales and is dependent upon experience and qualifications and
subject to PAYE as applicable. A full job description is available on
application.

This position is home based and the Parish Council will provide a
laptop. The candidate will require access to room/desk space, file
storage space, printing and a broadband/phone connection. The
Clerk is reimbursed for all consumable expenses which arise.
The successful applicant will have a flexible outlook and should be
confident with minute taking and correspondence. A working
knowledge of Parish Council procedures and/or public administration is desirable but not essential as training is available. Good literacy and IT skills are essential to the position as are the personal
qualities of integrity, discretion, objectivity and impartiality.
The Clerk, who is also the responsible Financial Officer, is responsible for managing the Council’s finances and accountancy, preparing meeting agendas and supporting papers, attending and providing advice at meetings, taking minutes and completing actions arising. The Parish Council operates a website which is also managed
by the Clerk.
The Council meets each month in the evenings of the first Monday
of the month in the Village Hall with occasional extraordinary meetings as required; this includes the Annual Parish Meeting held in
April/May each year.
For further information please contact the current Clerk, Liz Starling
on 01380 725658 or clerk@worton.org.uk. To apply – please write
a letter, including a concise personal statement detailing experience and send it for the attention of the current Clerk, Liz Starling,
1 Charter Close, Devizes SN10 2SJ or email: clerk@worton.org.uk
Closing date: Midday, Wednesday 13th April 2022
Interview date: To be arranged
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The Worton and Marston Open Gardens Weekend
We are so pleased to tell you that we are organising the Worton and Marston Open Garden weekend for June 25th and
26th,1200 until 1700.
For those of you new to the group/villages this takes place alternate years with Seend Open Gardens. It is a lovely event
with people in both villages opening their gardens. This year
the Allotments are also opening.

This is done to raise funds for a nominated charity and for village causes. This year our nominated charity is Julia's House
Children's Hospice in Devizes.
This is a true "Village Event" which also brings many people
from further afield.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
If you can offer an hour or two on either or both days that
would be wonderful. It would allow everyone time to visit gardens/ have a pint or food by Gerry at the pub then a lovely afternoon tea at the Church.
We need help with:
Marshalling
Plant Stall
Parking
Selling Tickets
We would love your feedback and any offers of help.
If you have a desire to open your garden for this event, please
let us know.
Alison Parker
On behalf of Worton and Marston Garden Club Committee
aelparker@aol.com
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Level 2 + 3 Qualified

Crisp Packets and Wiltshire Air Ambulance
April 10th will be the last day for empty crisp packets to be collected for Wiltshire Air Ambulance. Walkers are ending their scheme
with Terracycle so we cannot recycle after that date.
I am very grateful to everyone who took their recycled packets to
Jill Duckworth, from whom I collected. We have obviously helped
a very important service to remain in the air and help save lives.
A big thank you to Jill for her efforts as well. Please make sure you
put all the empty packets you have saved on Jill’s doorstep by 10th
April.
With gratitude,
Pat Tucker (Keevil)
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We get an average saving of 4.5 pence
per litre off heating oil
for our buying group members
every time.
Are you benefitting from such savings?

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk
Chris Cole 01380 818724
chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk

IF THE ANSWER IS NO
THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND
START SAVING MONEY!
All communities welcome.
No One is excluded!

‘‘Doggy Dilemmas’’
Guild of Dogs Master Trainer
1 to 1s & training classes
Dog Walking
Home Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council

Local professional scaffolding service
Please call 01380 726999
www.iscaffwilts.co.uk
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Contact Debs on 07966 617617
Email debsmackay@hotmail.com
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk
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Rose and Crown
Worton
01380 724202
Lunch time opening
Evening opening

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday Coffee Morning
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
10.30 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30

6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11.30pm
6pm -11.30pm
7pm -10.00pm
7pm -11.00pm (on Quiz Sundays)

Rolls and sandwiches available.
We have a pool table, darts and skittles.
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.

We know:
Most domestic AV equipment
from (at least) the 1950's onwards
literally inside out!

Situated in Blackberry Lane, Potterne.
Childcare awarded
Outstanding in all areas by Ofsted
Registered to deliver Free Entitlement
for all ages
Sessional care 9-12 or 12-3
or full days available
Homely indoor natural environment
Stimulating outdoor space
Welcome to visit anytime
www.carersnest.co.uk
01380 698088
Follow our Facebook page
for up to date information
quality refurbished audio products for sale
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07876433655
07876433655

TONY PARSONS
Domestic Appliance Engineer
Cookers

Driers

Washing Machines

SERVICE & REPAIRS

Tel: 01380 723279

Mobile: 07970 117023
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Extracts from The Bridge (March 1992),
kindly provided by Tony Walker

(continued on next page)
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Extracts from The Bridge (March 1992),
kindly provided by Tony Walker
(continued from previous page)

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements








Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior)
Tiling and Flooring
Paving, Decking and Patios
Guttering and Fascias
Light Building Works
Repair and Renovation Work
Garden Maintenance
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes
pride in their work (references available) then contact …

Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes)
07725 638 165 or 01380 720323
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
* Free Quote
* Competitive Prices * No Job is Too Small
* All Areas within Wiltshire Covered * Fully Insured
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Forthcoming Events

Regular Meetings

7th
9th
11th
12th
23rd
25th
29th

In the Village Hall
(all currently suspended or on Zoom)

• Gardening Club

3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug/Dec)

• Pilates classes

Thursdays 7pm-8pm & 8pm-9pm

• Ladies Group

Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec)

Are you Crafty?
Book Swap
Link AGM
WI
Ladies
Gardening
Newcomers

Kerbside Collections
in April

• Women's Institute

2nd Tuesday 7.45pm

• Worton Toddler Group

Black box, and plastic
and card recycling:

Wednesday 10.00 am - Noon
• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies
Alternate Tuesdays (term time only)
• Worton Parish Council Meeting
1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on
notice boards

Tuesdays 5th & 19th

Household waste:
Thursdays
14th & 28th

In the Chapel at Marston

Garden waste:

(currently suspended or on Zoom)

Fridays 1st & 15th & 29th

• Marston Parish Council Meeting

Last Tuesday (every odd month)

Worton and
Marston Link

Various Venues
Announced Monthly
• Book Swap
2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon

Mobile Library
Location: The School, 1.10 - 1.50pm
Next Dates:
Mondays 28th March &
25th April

If you need help with
transport for hospital
appointments visiting the doctor and dentist or other important journeys.

Call Wiltshire Library Services
on 01225 713727 for information

Call W&M Link
on 07413 912828
th

Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15 April 2022
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton
Telephone: 01380 728664
email address: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
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