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If you wish to promote your
business in the area,
you could do much worse
than advertise in this space.
For just £30 a year, your advert
will appear in 12 editions
(i.e. just £2.50 a month)
If you know anyone who might
be interested,
please can you encourage them
to get in contact.
email:
editorofthebridge@gmail.com

Trevor Hale
NPTC Certified (arb)

Tree Surgery

Covering All aspects
Including Stump grinding
Chipping & Hedging

07737934777
www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co.uk
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THE BRIDGE
Editor: Giles Collins

editorofthebridge@gmail.com

Due to the coronavirus measures,
the February and March editions of the magazine
have not been printed and distributed.
They have instead been published straight to two websites:
www.worton.org.uk and
www. christchurchworton.org.uk
Apologies for any inconvenience caused.
Some advantages however have been that there has been colour in the magazines, and no clarity has been lost in the
printing process.
It is hoped that the April edition
will be printed and distributed,
as well as published on the websites.
The deadline for the April edition is therefore: 15 th March

Thank You ……..
After my recent operation and stay in hospital it is so good to be
home again amongst all our friends and neighbours.
Keith and I have been overwhelmed and humbled by your lovely
messages, cards, flowers and offers of help. It is all very much
appreciated.
Thank you everyone.
Prim & Keith

Postponement
The distributors of The Bridge would normally be collecting the
£3.00 annual subscription when they distribute this edition. Due to
the fact that no distribution is actually taking place this month, the
collection of the annual subscription has been postponed until further notice. Many apologies.
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KU Carpentry & Construction Ltd
07968069749

01380 827007

Kultd2015@gmail.com

All aspects of carpentry and building work undertaken,
both private and commercial,
extensions, conversions, refurbishments and newbuilds.

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements








Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior)
Tiling and Flooring
Paving, Decking and Patios
Guttering and Fascias
Light Building Works
Repair and Renovation Work
Garden Maintenance
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes
pride in their work (references available) then contact …

Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes)
07725 638 165 or 01380 720323
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
* Free Quote
* Competitive Prices * No Job is Too Small
* All Areas within Wiltshire Covered * Fully Insured

Page 4

The Bridge

March 2021

SERVICE CALENDAR
ALL SERVICES SUBJECT TO REVISION,
DEPENDING ON COVID REGULATIONS

Services open to the general public at Christ Church and Marston
Chapel are suspended until further notice. However, looking
ahead to April 4th and subject to relaxation of Covid restrictions,
there may be a 10.00am Easter Sunday service at Christ Church.
Keep updated on this via the Christ Church website.
Wellsprings Benefice Services will be live streamed from Christ
Church at 10.00am most Sundays in March. These online services
will be available via the usual zoom link, or as a recording after
the service on the Wellsprings website.
https://www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk
There were no weddings, baptisms or funerals at Christ Church in January.
Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk

Christ Church Team
Rector: Rev’d Ali Bridewell
01380 739064 07847 952868
alison.bridewell@gmail.com
Churchwardens: Jean Lane 01380 722069
Heather Walker 01380 725785

The Food Box

at the Rose and Crown car park

Friday Night 5.45-8pm

is for…. Fish and Chips, Scampi, sausages,
vegetarian food etc. etc.
Telephone: 07977850511
If the signs are out, we are cooking!
If you would like to go on the email list, please email me at:
barnes208@btinternet.com
Gerald
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“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver”
Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available
Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’

Page 6

The Bridge

March 2021

Pastoral Letter
As I sit down to write this pastoral letter we have just entered the
season of Lent. Lent is a season
of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter.
By observing the 40 days
of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus
Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal
into the desert for 40 days. This
quote for me sums up how we
should approach Lent..
“As the best way to appreciate a
sunrise is to be there in the darkness before dawn, so the only
way to appreciate Easter is to
have come to it through Lent .”
Over the last few weeks the
Wellsprings Benefice has been
going through some dark times.
Several of our members have
been given difficult diagnoses,
we have lost some very dear
members of our congregations;
and there is the painful separation
where loved ones are in care
homes, as well as other issues
that our church members are facing. With the current limitations
and difficulties caused by the
pandemic, we could spiral into
despair and wonder “What are
you doing God?” “Why are you
not answering our prayers?”
But as we have been struggling
with this shocking news, we have

realised that this is the wrong
question to ask. God never
sends suffering. Suffering and
death is part of our human condition; it’s what all humanity
experiences at some time in life.
Our faith takes us into new
realms of hope in the midst of
that suffering.
Christmas teaches us that God
came to earth to walk alongside
and suffer with his people and
that he walked through the wilderness and through Gethsemane on the way to the cross, feeling all the feelings that we have
when we suffer and face into
death. And he promises us so
much. “Come to me, all who are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest”; blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted”. My peace I leave with
you, my peace I give to you; not
as the world gives do I give to
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid”.
And all through the Bible this
theme- “The Lord, himself, goes
before you and will be there
with you. He will never leave
you nor forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged.”
And God not only walks beside
us to be our courage, our
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

strength and our peace – he also transforms all darkness with his
light; all despair with his hope; all confusion with his peace and all
circumstances with his unconditional love.
Transforming love – that’s the message of the Christian faith. The
question is not “What are you doing God?” but “What are you going to do with all this God?” How are you going to transform and
bless us in these difficult days? What are you going to teach us?
How can you bring us together to support one another? How are
you going to make us more prayerful, more loving and serving and
giving? How are you going to make us more vulnerable and honest
with one another? How are you going to make us stronger together
to be the community you have called us to be?
If you are going through a hard journey at the moment and need a
listening ear then please do not hesitate to contact our ministry
team. And know that we are praying for the love and peace of God
to surround you all. We are praying for comfort for all those who
are bereaved; courage for all who are facing hard situations; peace
for those who feel lonely and bereft, strength for today and bright
hope for tomorrow.
Every blessing
Rev Ali
“I asked for strength that I might achieve; He made me weak that I
might obey. I asked for health that I might do greater things; I was
given grace that I might do better things. I asked for riches that I
might be happy; I was given poverty that I might be wise. I asked
for power that I might have the praise of men; I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God. I asked for all things that I
might enjoy life; I was given life that I might enjoy all things. I
received nothing that I asked for, all that I hoped for. My prayer
was answered, I was most blessed.”
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From Christ Church:
To ensure the safety of all, until 25th April there will continue to be
one service each Sunday at 10am broadcast via the zoom
link https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6778119535.
There are other services provisionally planned for Mothering Sunday and Easter, dependant on current restrictions. Please refer to the
Wellsprings Benefice website nearer the time at https://
www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk
Although Christ Church is not open to the public at the moment, a
lot goes on behind the scenes, with many on-line meetings. There
are several groups meeting regularly to discuss ideas and recommendations for the Vision and Plan for the future. The Alpha course
is under way together with a weekly prayer discussion group and
Morning and Evening prayer. The Little Springers families met on
zoom enjoying a fun time with Revs. Ali and Adrian, Fi Walker and
Sparky the dog. We hope the adults will be able to meet Sparky
soon!
Please contact us if you have any questions or know of anyone who
needs any pastoral support.
Please continue to pray for Rev.Ali and Stu, and those known to us
who are unwell.
Heather & Jean, Churchwardens.

FIVE LANES WI
As we approach the time for our Membership renewal, we have canvassed the members and have a positive number who would like to
carry on as members of our WI. We have continued to have committee meetings on-line and Sarah and Rosemary have provided craft
sessions and chats too! We very much hope to be able to meet together by the Summer, or at least September, now the future is looking a little safer for us all. We will continue to be in touch by email
and phone and again urge anyone who would like a chat to give one
of us a call. Our numbers will not be great, so if you’re reading this
and thinking you might be interested in joining us, please also get in
touch. Continue to stay safe as things begin to relax. We look forward to seeing you face to face in a few months time.
Jean Lane 722069
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Mark Lewis
th

On 26 January we heard the sad news that Mark Lewis had finally
succumbed to the cancer from which he had been suffering for all
the years he had lived in the village. Mark was a great guy and a
very good friend. Our thoughts go out to Gail and all his family.
Mark took his faith seriously; not flamboyantly but quietly, unobtrusively, sincerely. He was a great asset to Christ Church, serving on
the PCC for may years and contributing to the church in many ways.
He loved the building, as many of us do, and saw it as a very spiritual place where he felt at home.
The world is a poorer place, for the loss of such a one as Mark.
Peter Witcher

Thank You
Helen and Craig would like to say thank you to all our friends in
Worton and Marston for their messages, love and friendship following the sad and unexpected loss of Helen's mum. Some of you
will have known Alison from her visits to us and she loved the village as much as we do. Your support has been a real comfort to us.
x

Worton and Marston Village Hall
Run for the community by volunteers
Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall
for the benefit of the community
Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248
or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net
www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk/
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Rose and Crown
Worton
01380 724202
Lunch time opening
Evening opening

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday Coffee Morning
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
10.30 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30

6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11.30pm
6pm -11.30pm
7pm -10.00pm
7pm -11.00pm (on Quiz Sundays)

Rolls and sandwiches available.
Also look out for ‘Bill and Gerry’s’ Pop Up kitchen signs
when they come here and cook.
We have a pool table, darts and skittles.
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.
Please pop in to the pub to find out what’s happening each month

Situated in Blackberry Lane, Potterne.
Childcare awarded
Outstanding in all areas by Ofsted
Registered to deliver Free Entitlement
for all ages
Sessional care 9-12 or 12-3
or full days available
Homely indoor natural environment
Stimulating outdoor space
Welcome to visit anytime
www.carersnest.co.uk
01380 698088
Follow our Facebook page
for up to date information

Page 12

The Bridge

March 2021

Worton & Marston Link
As many of you already know, we lost our dear friend and Link colleague, Hazel Rennie, on Saturday 20th February. Hazel was one of
the stalwarts of our organisation for many years, being the treasurer,
manning the phone, arranging drivers and always available for a
chat. Her passing is a dreadful loss for us and our heartfelt sympathy
goes out to Dennis. She will be sorely missed by all who knew her.
With the easing of pressure from Covid in our hospitals, perhaps
there will be more appointments available. If you require a lift you
will be pleased to know that Wiltshire Council organised for a core
of our drivers to be put on the priority list for vaccinations against
Covid-19. The vaccinations have now taken place and will allow safer conditions for both drivers and passengers when carrying out
longer journeys. Please ask if you require a vaccinated driver for a
hospital journey, prescriptions or shopping when ringing
07413912828 for assistance. Use the same number if you want to
talk to someone or need some information, we are always available.
Alun Newman

Virtual Bath Half Marathon
(13.1 miles/21.1 km)

Still the same distance, and just as challenging, but, due to Coronavirus measures, runners can chose their own routes and complete
them at any time over the weekend of the 13th and 14th of March.

Several villagers are participating. Please look out for them, and
cheer them on, as they run through the village lanes.
One of the participants is Corinna Nickell. She has a close
friend who is suffering with Motor Neurone Disease. Corinna is
running the race to raise research funds for, and awareness of, this
awful disease.
If you would like to sponsor her, and contribute to this very worthy
cause, the link is:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cnickell74
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Worton Parish Council
As we all struggle to remember what “normal” feels like - or
indeed what even constitutes normal any more, it's surprising
how little things prove to mean so much more than we ever
realised. Which brings me on to my regular update on the
proceedings of your Parish Council.
I fear I must pre-empt an anticipated rush for virtual seats at
our next meeting by warning you that we tend to hold our
meetings in a rather more convivial way than certain others
that may have come to your attention. I cannot offer the prospects of any fireworks - though have been known to make
occasional forays into the world of what I, though few others,
regard as wit. Also, our esteemed clerk is considering whether she should be referred to as “Susie Q” should the need
arise. Whilst I have a slight feeling of regret when I consider
the opportunity we have lost to achieve national celebrity, this
soon pales when I consider what impact that would have on
reputations and good relationships in the longer run. In fact, I
am proud of the way that we deal with the issues that come
before us. We don't always agree -which is a very healthy
thing, but we treat each other with respect. Huge credit goes
to Liz Starling for her dedication and expertise that ensures
that we carry out our duties effectively. Mind you, if we are
still in lockdown at this time next year, who knows what the
situation might be?
Anyway, our last meeting did produce some interesting issues for us to deal with. As is often the case, housing provision and location has again come up for discussion. This is
specifically in the context of the Local Plan which has been
under review and concerning which we need to make any
comments by 9th March. The overall context is at a national
level which provides a framework within which a number of
new homes needs to be achieved within a set time - currently by 2036. This means that Wiltshire has its own targets
which are then focussed on each settlement area within the
county. Larger settlements are expected to provide more new
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

housing than smaller ones. This is where Worton’s designation as a “large” village becomes significant as it potentially
increases the number of houses we might be expected to provide. This could well be more than has been indicated by any
surveys we have carried out -for example under the umbrella
of the Neighbourhood Plan group. Therefore we are considering our responses carefully, even though the likelihood of any
firm decisions being made in the foreseeable future are low.
Of course, everybody has the opportunity to contribute to this
discussion, so please feel free to let us know what you think
with regard to potential housing development in Worton, either
by contacting Liz Starling, our clerk, or via members of the
council. It is also possible to air your views directly by contacting Wiltshire council.
We recently received the results of the metro count traffic survey which took place over a week in December. Consideration of the data produces some interesting, if, perhaps surprising results. In simple terms, traffic doesn't appear to be going
as quickly on average as one might expect or, indeed, as experienced when walking through the village, though the volume of vehicles seems to be higher than had been the case in
earlier surveys. We originally requested a metro count in order to assess any impact from the 40mph speed limit that was
introduced in 2019. It is pleasing to see that there is good evidence that vehicle speed has decreased with regard to traffic
entering the village from the western end. The one clear area
where there is an issue of speeding is within the new 40mph
limit, though whether anything practical can be done to respond to this remains to be seen.
As we continue to attempt to enjoy the range of footpaths and
bridleways we can access in the village, a range of problems
and, indeed, dangerous locations have been highlighted. In
this respect we are grateful to Patricia Goodenough and Michael Stokes in particular who have made us aware of safety
issues near to the car park by the church and crossing the
bridge into Marston. These situations are often complex but
(continued on next page)
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thanks to Patricia and Michael rapid progress seems to be
being made so hopefully a satisfactory improvement will be in
evidence soon.
A regular “highlight” of the social calendar is, of course, the
annual village meeting. I’m sure you all missed its absence
last year due to the first set of COVID restrictions, but we are
now planning this year’s event. Sadly the reports from the various clubs and societies are likely to be somewhat “thin” - my,
how we are missing so much in these odd times. Although
there is unlikely to be any significant change in time, we have
decided to leave the date for the meeting as late as possible
just in case. The expectation is, however, that it will be a
“zoom style” event that all will be welcome to attend.
The national census will take place on March 21 st. It is a legal
requirement to complete it, but there will clearly be challenges
given the current unusual circumstances. Can I please make
a polite request that we are ready to help any friends and
neighbours who may experience difficulties in completing the
forms, which may well be largely “on line”?
Keep safe and patient - hopefully we may really be “nearly
there”.
Barry
NB Please see the results of the metro count traffic survey
on the following few pages.
Dear Villagers
Just a gentle reminder about the upcoming 2021 Census in
March. It seems it will initially happen online, but after March
officers will visit homes that can’t respond, with paper census
forms. That’s how I understand it!
For more information, please check: https://census.gov.uk/
Best wishes
Dave Hansford
(Marston)
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Photographs of
local scenes kindly sent in by
Sarah Puckle Hobbs
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Map showing
where data
collected in
the 30mph
zone
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Graphs on this page show data
(re. vehicle numbers) collected
in the 30mph zone
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(i.e. 85% of traffic does
not exceed this speed)
Tables on this page
show data collected in
the 30mph zone
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This table
relates to a
range of
speed zones
including
our 30 and
40 mph
zones
Map showing
where data
collected in
the 40mph
zone
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Graphs on this page show data
(re. vehicle numbers) collected
in the 40mph zone
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not exceed this speed)
Tables on this page
show data collected in
the 40mph zone
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ECO -CORNER
How does Wiltshire measure up against 2030 climate
targets?
Friends of the Earth has ranked Wiltshire as the most climatefriendly local authority in England and Wales with a rating of 92%!
However, FoE considers that all local authorities, even the best performing, need to do much more if climate catastrophe is to be averted. It reports that:
22% of commuter journeys in Wiltshire are made by public
transport, cycling and walking. To reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
Wiltshire should aim for many more of journeys to be made by public transport, cycling or walking by 2030.
44% of Wiltshire’s household waste is reused, recycled, or composted. Wiltshire should aim for a target score of 100% by 2030 in order
that waste doesn’t end up burnt, in landfill or in our waterways and
seas.
Currently, 42% of Wiltshire housing is considered to be well insulated. Poorly insulated homes cost more to run, which is inefficient and
contributes to fuel poverty. Wiltshire should seek to ensure that
100% of homes are properly insulated by 2030.
Tree cover needs doubling in Wiltshire. This means a target score of
18% more cover, which will help remove carbon from the air and
benefit nature and mental health.
Wiltshire has 670,914 megawatt hours of available renewable energy, enough to power 19% of homes. However, it should aim for
1,795,933 MWh (52%) to match the best of similar local councils
and, in addition, ensure that all energy comes from green sources
like wind, sun, and sea, and not from fossil fuels like coal, oil, and
gas.
Some exciting news regarding renewable energy involves the Ministry of Justice’s planning application for the installation at HMP
Erlestoke of ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) panels - which
will generate an estimated yearly energy production of 222,910kWh
(equivalent to 11.6% of the prison’s yearly energy usage). It is hoped
that the MoJ’s proposals will be seen to represent a real benefit not
only to HMP Erlestoke but also to the Wiltshire area more generally.
(continued on next page)
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We too can do our part to remove carbon. For example, eat more
food produced near home during its natural season. Check how insulated our home is and try to improve this. Compost kitchen leftovers. Switch off lights when we leave a room. Turn down the thermostat by a degree or two. Install solar panels. Plant a tree!
Anne Wilson mrsannewilson@gmail.com
and Sandra Gamble acanadiangamble@gmail.com
Worton & Cheverell FC (Youth)
‘The Badgers’
http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.com

At the time of writing the club await information about when grassroots
sport can resume activities. The club will be ready as and when regulations permit.
Club Secretary fundraising update - Vicky is raising funds for a Secondary
Cancer charity during the year and will run (virtually or physical) two 10k
runs every month in memory of a friend who passed away in November.
A link is on our Facebook page for people to read and support her if they
wish.
During the lockdown, a number of our teams have been set challenges to
maintain activity:
U6 and U8 have been set weekly skills challenges
U11 since season start are tasked with 10 mins exercise a day to maintain
flexibility
U14 have a keep fit schedule and ball skill challenges.
Feedback from all teams shows that all are ready and keen to get back to
action!

Contacts for 2020/2021 Season:

Badger Cubs - Dave Kiddle - 07843 678781
U7 - Pete Huntley - 07974 756131
U8 - Dave Kiddle - 07843 678781
U9/10 - Mark Goddard – 01380 813160
U11 - Neil Black - 07769 261750
U13 - Mark Goddard – 01380 813160
U14 – Dave Kiddle – 07843 678781
U15 – Aiden Allmark 07341 819154

Follow us on Facebook – Worton and Cheverell Youth Football Club
(No other pages are approved by the club)
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Bali’s thieving monkeys can spot high-value items to ransom
(abridged version of an article in the Guardian)

At the Uluwatu temple in Bali, monkeys mean business. The longtailed macaques who roam the ancient site are infamous for brazenly
robbing unsuspecting tourists and clinging on to their possessions until food is offered as ransom payment. They are also skilled at judging
which items their victims value the most and using this information to
maximise their profit.
Shrewd macaques prefer to target items that humans are most likely
to exchange for food, such as electronics, rather than objects that
tourists care less about, such as hairpins or empty camera bags. Researchers found that the macaques would demand better rewards such as more food - for higher-valued items.
Bargaining between a monkey robber, tourist and a temple staff member quite often lasted several minutes. The longest observed negotiation to secure the return of an item was about 25 minutes. For lowervalued items, the monkeys were more likely to conclude successful
bartering sessions in a shorter time by accepting a lesser reward.
Robbing and bartering is an expression of cultural intelligence on the
part of the monkeys. Such behaviours are learned by the monkeys
throughout juvenescence, and have been maintained across several
generations.
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Local professional scaffolding service
Please call 01380 726999
www.iscaffwilts.co.uk
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A Message from Richard Gamble

Wiltshire Councillor for The Lavingtons & Erlestoke Division

Ahh! March means spring is on its way.
Traditionally, March comes in like a lion but we have every expectation that it will go out like a lamb. The days are getting longer.
The birds are singing and the plants are growing. All being well, the
air is getting warmer. Most importantly, I hope, spirits are rising.
This year, more than any I can remember, we need some positive
thoughts for the future. For too many, the coronavirus has brought
suffering and tragedy. For everyone, the lockdown has meant the
loss of freedoms and pleasures.
The old may have suffered most from the disease but I fear the
young may have suffered most from the lockdown. Children have
missed school, missed playing with friends, missed outings to interesting places. No football, no fun, few frolics! Parents might feel
trapped without a break from their offspring but even young children
are missing something when they are stuck at home with parents or
carers.
For an adolescent, to be confined to a parental domain may be
even more stifling. If school provides an intellectual foundation, then
college or university or an apprenticeship can be the opening of the
world to a young mind. It is not just the mental and practical enlightenment but the social stimulation that helps transition to adulthood.
At the best of times, the process of growing up can be pretty challenging but life can be broadened and balanced by part-time work in
pubs, shops and similar occupations that provide cash, independence
and experience.
None of that is now possible. Instead, young people have missed
a whole year of life and the end is not yet firmly in sight. A whole
generation may have missed the very time when the world should be
at its brightest.
The older ones amongst us have lived a life and most, I hope, can
manage, even enjoy, a year off. For the young who have barely started, it is deprivation indeed. For them, and for everybody, I hope we
can at last look forward with confidence to better times ahead.
You may contact me about this or any other matter
by email to richard.gamble@wiltshire.gov.uk
or by phone on 07762 018209
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At the time of writing this we are all currently in lockdown 3! We
do hope you are all doing ok. At Five Lanes most of our fantastic
pupils are completing their learning at home via Google Classroom.
It has been a huge learning curve for all of us, getting used to the
new platform but everyone has risen to the challenge brilliantly.
We are seeing some great work being turned in and it has been an
absolute pleasure to see so many of the children during the live
online lessons. A huge thank you to all of our parents and carers
who are doing a fabulous job of supporting their children’s learning
at this time and we have really enjoyed our virtual coffee meetings
hosted by Miss Cunningham and the class teachers. We do hope
we can all be back together soon.
This term Beech Bubble have been working on their dinosaur
theme. They have made fantastic dinosaur habitats, made plaster
of paris fossils, baked dinosaur biscuits and been on a dinosaur
hunt. The children at school were visited by a real T-Rex who stayed
for hot chocolate and marshmallows in the forest school area!
Retirement
It is with great sadness that we will be saying a very fond farewell to
Mrs Alvis who will be retiring in April. Mrs Alvis has been at the
heart of our school for more than 27 years and has been in the
teaching profession for 35 years, she most certainly deserves a rest!
Mrs Alvis would have taught many of you or your children and it
would be lovely if you could help celebrate the end of her teaching
career by sending any messages or memories you may have of her.
You can send these to admin@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk .
(continued on next page)
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Voluntary Governors Vacancy
We are currently looking for voluntary governors to be co-opted
onto our school board of governors.
What do the Board of Governors do?
Governors are volunteers who provide strategic leadership and
accountability, it is also the governors who hold the main responsibility for finance in schools. Governors will work with the
Headteacher to make the tough decisions about balancing resources. Its keys functions are:
• set the aims and objectives for the school
• set the policies for achieving those aims and objectives
• set the targets for achieving those aims and objectives
• monitor and evaluate the progress the school is making towards achievement
• of its aims and objectives
• be a source of challenge and support to the Headteacher (a
critical friend)
You will be supported in school by the Headteacher and fellow
Governors, and you will have access to support and training from
the Local Authority Governor Support Team.
Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff, governors
and volunteers to share this commitment. All applicants will be
subject to a full Disclosure and Barring Service check before appointment is confirmed
For further information and or to register your interest please
contact admin@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk or Alana Buckingham
(Chair of Governors) on alanabuckingham@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk
As ever, we would like to say a huge thank you to the community
for your continued support of Five Lanes.
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Edington Arts 2021
Three cheers for the vaccination roll-out – but at the point of
writing (mid-February) it is too soon to be able to predict with
any certainty when life will have assumed enough normality
to regard any future event as a done deal.
However, Edington Arts has a proposed music season organised, and, providing of course that the church is fully
open, and subject to whatever regulations are in place at the
time, our calendar for live music in Edington Priory Church is
as follows:
Saturday 8th May at 7.30pm: Fine Arts Brass. Baroque to
Tango from five international brass players; two trumpets,
French horn, trombone and tuba.
Saturday 3rd July 10am - 5pm: The Edington Arts Choral
Workshop, led by Jeremy Summerly. Britten’s ‘Rejoice in the
Lamb’ and Elgar’s ‘Great is the Lord’. Organist; Richard Pinel.
Saturday 2nd October at 7.30pm: The Oxford Bach Soloists, conducted by Tom Hammond-Davies. This hugely respected and internationally regarded string ensemble and
soloists present ‘Bach’s Virtuosi’.
Saturday 4th December time tbc: Advent Concert from the
Choir of Keble College, Oxford, conducted by Paul Brough.
Detailed Box Office information and anything else we can tell
you will be uploaded onto our website, www.edingtonarts.org,
as soon as we have a confirmed plan, and tickets for May 8th
will be on sale from immediately after Easter. Please read
the April issue of your Parish Magazine for all the information
you will need around the May 8th Fine Arts Brass concert.
Meanwhile, keep everything crossed for a successful easing
of lockdown rules!
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Worton and Marston Gardening Club
So far 2021 is providing slightly more normal winter fare than
the previous couple of years. Yes, we have again had lots of rain,
but this year we have actually had some really sharp frosts. I didn't realise just how sharp the frosts of early February were until
Saturday the 13th. I walked our dog out to Anne's Digby field pony paddocks just outside Marston. It was a beautiful sunny morning, and I was keen to see her newly constructed shed. I expected to find a newly built building and a real mess caused by
the construction machinery. True, there were some deep ruts, but
the frost and cold winds of the previous week had dried the
ground out amazingly. It was so dry that the decision was immediately made to bring in a digger machine to level the ruts, and re
landscape the surrounding area. This was finished by Sunday dinner time, and when seeded no one will ever know a large JCB
Telehandler machine had spent the wettest part of January moving the building parts into position in order to construct the shed.
During the landscaping process, we realised that the frost had
penetrated the ground by over four inches. I certainly hadn't realised that the weather had been that cold, the lowest temperature
recorded on my car being minus three degrees. I believe that gardeners will benefit from this spell of sharp frost, which will hopefully have put pests and diseases which cause problems for gardeners on to the back foot for a week or two.
We were very lucky around here because we didn't receive the
enormous snowfall experienced further North. Working through
that cold week I had the good fortune to have to travel through
part of the Brecon Beacons and saw for myself the power and
beauty of exceptionally cold, and fine weather. All the waterfalls,
and during the winter months there are several of them easily visible as you drive through, had frozen. Quite spectacular. All now
running again, especially after the last of couple days’ rain. Now I
have finished it seems to have stopped raining, so I can go out
into our garden.
What should be my first job?
Dave.
(continued on next page)
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(Photo kindly provided by Dave Loveys)
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Members’ Sunflower Competition
We will be delivering sunflower seeds to members in the coming
weeks. Sow them, nurture them, love them, talk to them, feed
them, whatever it takes and we will measure them later in the year.
Please let us know if you do not wish to take part.
Further to my email of a week ago..... here are some up-coming
events that you might be interested in!
22nd March 2021 - Chatsworth House flower gardener Becky
Crowley is giving a talk for the Kew Mutual Improvement Society on cut flower growing at 6pm. She’ll share insights on how to
grow abundant cut flowers, particularly in the north of England,
and talk about her recent work at Floret flower farm in the U.S.
Cost: £3.
29th March 2021 - Listen to world-renowned designer Tom Stuart-Smith talk about his masterplan for the new RHS garden at
Bridgewater, near Manchester, in this 6pm fundraising lecture for
the Kew Mutual Improvement Society. Hopefully due to open in
May this year, the garden at Bridgewater has been in development
throughout the pandemic, and Tom will look at how it has been
built and planted despite the difficulties.
Tickets cost £10.
th
30 March 2021 - Regular readers of The English Garden will
probably be familiar with Philippa Burrough’s incredible garden
at Ulting Wick in Essex. It’s one of the National Garden Scheme’s
most popular destinations, and in this 7pm talk for the NGS
Philippa will describe its creation, as well as sharing practical details of how she puts on its impressive tulip display.
Tickets to the online talk cost £10.
10th April 2021 - Dr Catherine Horwood, well-known gardening
author and writer (and contributor to The English Garden) will
look at the history of the cutting garden in her talk for the Surrey
Gardens Trust on 10 April, from 2-3.30pm. Catherine will look
back at the pressure there was on gardeners to provide floral displays year-round for stately homes, and at today’s cutting patch
revival. £4 for Surrey Gardens Trust members, £6 for nonmembers.
(continued on next page)
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Useful websites:
https://www.houseandgarden.co.uk/article/online-gardening
https://www.themiddlesizedgarden.co.uk/online-garden-talksthe-new-way-to-enjoy-gardening
https://www.open-lectures.co.uk/Garden-HorticultureSocieties
Sally svwood90@hotmail.com
Rosemary rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk

Community First

Wiltshire Community Oil Scheme
With this oil scheme, you pay an annual subscription (£24) to
Community First and you order your oil through them when you
need it. Community First order in bulk, once a month, from the
supplier with the best price. Because the supplier is then delivering
large quantities to the same village, they can offer the oil at a significant discount.
This month the price was just
36p a litre (+5% VAT)
through Community First
If you are interested in joining the scheme, please contact: Marion
(asap if you want to get in a March order)

Office Telephone: 01993 225011 Email address is info@ofps.co.uk
Normal Office Hours – 9.00 to 16.00 Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
Please email or leave a voicemail outside this times.

Giles Collins (scheme co-ordinator for Worton/Marston)
Page 39

The Bridge

March 2021

Photos kindly provided
by Sally Collins
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
Grants and Work undertaken
Trustees have been busy in the last few months taking all opportunities that come our way to improve the facilities at the Hall ready for
when we can all use it again. We were fortunate enough to receive a
grant with which we have installed a sound system and hearing
loop, so at the next bingo everyone should be able to hear clearly!!
We consulted the mobility centre in Devizes and through them have
bought a ramp to ensure safer egress from the Fire Exit side door.
We also managed to obtain a second grant to replace all the crockery with dishwasher-proof sets and we are exploring the installation
of a dishwasher so that we can resume safely taking refreshments at
our various meetings.
But we haven't forgotten that the majority of you who answered our
2017 questionnaire asked for a new kitchen. We would like to make
the kitchen larger by extending it outwards allowing for two people
to work back-to-back but, before we can even have plans drawn up,
we had to undertake a tree impact survey. We have commissioned
this, this month and are now awaiting the report to assess if our
plans are feasible.
And finally, we still have the funding for new chairs which we were
on the point of buying when Covid-19 hit. Initially all halls and public spaces were advised to use plastic chairs during the pandemic as
it was thought that droplets lasted longer on fabric. However, we are
researching whether this is still the case and will purchase the chairs
when advisable.
Village Hall Art
Thank you so much to those children and adults who provided pictures of butterflies and bugs for us to put up in the hall's windows,
especially Lucy aged 3 and Tegan age 5. Lots of people said how
cheering it was to see them as they passed on their daily walk. In
fact, so much so, that we have decided to continue using the hall's
windows as our own Worton and Marston Art Gallery to display
works by any resident, young or old, who feels like being a bit creative. There is a box by the entrance (by the bike rack) for exhibits to
be placed and this will be checked daily.
(continued on next page)
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200 Club
At the end of March we intend to draw the remaining numbers for
the 2020/21 year and will be contacting winners with cheques.
Good Luck all 200 club participants!!
AND its time to consider rejoining for 2021/22. If you can consider
this it really does help us in maintaining the fabric of the hall and
paying the bills, especially since we haven't been able to hold our
usual fundraisers like the Christmas Bazaar or Jumble Sale. If you
are renewing you can do so this year by simply phoning me
(Veronica) on 726845. I will reuse the form you submitted last year
but you will then need to pop a cheque for £12 for each number you
have through the letter box at 11 Gaisford Chase or in the plastic
box at the side of the entrance to the hall (by the bike rack).
Cheques should be made out to Worton and Marston Village Hall .
If you are new to the 200 Club phone me anyway and I can take
your details over the phone. You then have 12 chances (1 per
month) of winning £50. This year (2020/21) the 200 Club raised
over £600 for the Hall.
Veronica Franklin

From Private Eye
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‘Doggy Dilemmas’
Puppy and Dog training classes
Dog walking
One to Ones
Dog Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council

Contact Debs on
01380 730564 or 07966 617617
Email debsmackay@hotmail.com
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk
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We get an average saving of 4.5 pence
per litre off heating oil
for our buying group members
every time.
Are you benefitting from such savings?

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk
Chris Cole 01380 818724
chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk

IF THE ANSWER IS NO
THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND
START SAVING MONEY!
All communities welcome.
No One is excluded!
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01380 699115

Page 46

The Bridge

March 2021

Answers to the Gardening Club Quiz Questions
(which featured in last month’s edition)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

What links Bacchus and John Steinbeck? Grapes
What links Basil Brush and Digitalis?
Fox
Lancashire Lad is a variety of which fruit? Gooseberry
Which part of a tree is used to make cork? Bark
Brown Turkey is a variety of which fruit? Fig
Where would find Makka Pakka and Upsy Daisy? In the
Night Garden
A banana plant is a herb....true or false? True
Who was the gardener driven to distraction by Peter
Rabbit? Mr. McGregor.
Which fictional spy used the pseudonym Anagallis
Arvensis? Scarlet pimpernel.
Which John Le Carre novel explores corruption in the
pharmaceutical industry? The Constant Gardener
What was the first vegetable grown in space? Potato
What colour are Lingonberries? Red.
Which fruit has it's own museum in Belgium? Strawberry
The asparagus fern is not a true fern....what is it? Lily
Which plant features in Frank Sinatra's ‘High Hopes’?
Rubber tree plant
What is a ‘potato-bogle’? A scarecrow with a potato for
a head
How deep is a spit? The depth of a spade's blade
What is the botanical name of the Beauty Berry shrub?
Callicarpa
Which apple shares its name with an Asian mountain?
Fuji
Approximately how many seeds on the Average strawberry? 200

From Private Eye
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01380
725652
07917818145

07876433655
07876433655

TONY PARSONS
Domestic Appliance Engineer
Cookers

Driers

Washing Machines

SERVICE & REPAIRS

Tel: 01380 723279

Mobile: 07970 117023
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According to the Government update on 22nd February, the earliest
we can open is from the 12th April which is the Easter break. This
means that our earliest return date will be 21 st April. So with fingers
tightly crossed that there are no further changes, and current restrictions are lifted at the village hall, it looks as though we may be
able to enjoy a few weeks of Toddlers before the Summer Holidays.
Keep checking The Bridge, village notice boards and our Facebook
page for updates.
Hilary, Tina and Ellie xx
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Buy with Confidence

Trading Standards Approved
Does your business have what it takes
to be Trading Standards Approved?
Buy With Confidence is a national register of ‘Trading
Standards Approved’ businesses. If you run a business
and are interested in joining the scheme then please
email tradingstandards@wiltshire.gov.uk
for further information

Are you a consumer looking for a
business you can trust?
All ‘Trading Standards Approved’ businesses have been
vetted, approved and continue to be monitored by Trading Standards.
To search for a local business near you please visit:
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk
or contact 0300 456 0100
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Your friendly, female decoratress!
All decorating or
painting projects considered,
including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced
Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com

The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions
It is available for hire for just £50.
Please contact:
Pauline (720248) or Jeff (726845) or any other Trustee
Page 52

The Bridge

March 2021

Marston Parish Council
Local Council Elections 2021
Each Parish Council runs for 4 years. This is the last year of the
present Parish Council. If you wish to join the next Parish Council,
starting in May after the local elections, please contact the Parish
Council (clerk@marstonparish.co.uk) and the election process will
be explained.
In the situation where no one comes forward for election, the present Council will be elected unopposed. If candidates come forward and there are more candidates than places, an election will
take place. The parish election will be aligned the local elections
and organised by Wiltshire Council.
The next Zoom Parish Council Meeting will take place at 7pm on
the 16th March. Please send any items for the agenda to the Clerk
email (clerk@marstonparish.co.uk)
Steven Bennett
On behalf of Marston Parish Council

MARCH
BOOK SWAP
For the moment just ‘Carry on Reading’ - & maybe, weather permitting, we might be able to have a garden meeting in May?? –
The gardens in the village are obviously coming to life now, quite
a few of us have had at least one vaccination, so there is light at
the end of the tunnel.
Keep safe & well. Judy
01380 723136 or judy.shercliff@gmail.com
‘Whenever a theory appears to you as the only possible one, take
this as a sign that you have neither understood the theory nor the
problem it was intended to solve.’
Karl Popper (from the Sunday Times)
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www.craigbrooksdecorating.co.uk
craigbrooksdecorating@pm.me
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Extracts from The Bridge (March 1991),
kindly provided by Tony Walker

Page 55

The Bridge

March 2021

VILLAGE DIARY
Regular Meetings

Forthcoming Events

In the Village Hall

???

(all currently suspended or on Zoom)

• Gardening Club

3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug/Dec)

• Pilates classes

Kerbside Collections

Thursdays 7pm-8pm & 8pm-9pm

• Ladies Group

Black box and Plastic
and card recycling:
Tuesdays 9th & 23rd

Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec)

• Women's Institute

2nd Tuesday 7.45pm

• Worton Toddler Group

Wednesday 10.00 am - Noon

Household waste:
Wednesdays
3rd & 17th & 31st

• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies

Alternate Tuesdays (term time only)

• Worton Parish Council Meeting

1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on
notice boards

Garden waste:
Fridays 5th & 19th

In the Chapel at Marston

(currently suspended or on Zoom)

• Marston Parish Council Meeting
Last Tuesday (every odd month)

Worton and
Marston Link

Various Venues
Announced Monthly

• Book Swap

2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon

Mobile Library

Location: The School, 1.10 - 1.50pm
Next Date: 1st March

If you need help with
transport for hospital
appointments visiting the doctor and dentist or other important journeys.

Call W&M Link
on 07413 912828

Call Wiltshire Library Services
on 01225 713727 for information

th

Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15 March 2021
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton
Telephone: 01380 728664
email address: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
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