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If you wish to promote your business in the area,
you could do much worse than advertise in this space.
For just £30 a year your advert will appear in 12 editions
(i.e. just £2.50 a month)
If you know anyone who might be interested,
please can you encourage them to get in contact.
email: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
We get an average saving of 4.5 pence
per litre off heating oil
for our buying group members
every time.
Are you benefitting from such savings?

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk
Chris Cole 01380 818724
chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk

IF THE ANSWER IS NO
THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND
START SAVING MONEY!
All communities welcome.
No One is excluded!

Page 2

The Bridge

December 2020

THE BRIDGE
Editor: Giles Collins

editorofthebridge@gmail.com

Armistice Day
The numbers attending at the Village War Memorial have steadily
increased in recent years, and on this November 11 th it was most
heartening to see rising fifty residents of Worton and Marston,
widely spread near the Village Hall, joining together to observe the
traditional two minutes silence in memory of our dead from both
World Wars.
Robin Shercliff
Park Farm House

Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir
On the evening of Halloween, someone decided to set off fireworks
quite close to where we live in the High Street.
They were being set off randomly for over 2 hours.
Our dog Paddy is terrified of fireworks and despite our best efforts
to calm him, he went into a blind panic, knocking into furniture
nearly injuring himself and it ended with us having to sedate him
and put him in his crate, to keep him from hurting himself.
Whoever you are, if you could have known the distress you caused
through being inconsiderate and selfish, I hope you would have
though twice before setting off fireworks so close to the village.
It’s not just domestic pets who suffer, there are farm animals still
out in the fields, horses and ponies and also wild animals and birds.
I appreciate that at the moment there are no large events taking
place, due to Covid.
However, in future, whoever you are, why not consider going to an
organised fireworks event instead of causing distress to others?
I am not the first person to write to the Editor about this, but I hope
I shall be the last and that in future more consideration will be given
to the residents of the village, humans and animals.
Suzanne Bonfield
33 High Street
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KU Carpentry & Construction Ltd
07968069749

01380 827007

Kultd2015@gmail.com

All aspects of carpentry and building work undertaken,
both private and commercial,
extensions, conversions, refurbishments and newbuilds.

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements








Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior)
Tiling and Flooring
Paving, Decking and Patios
Guttering and Fascias
Light Building Works
Repair and Renovation Work
Garden Maintenance
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes
pride in their work (references available) then contact …

Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes)
07725 638 165 or 01380 720323
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
* Free Quote
* Competitive Prices * No Job is Too Small
* All Areas within Wiltshire Covered * Fully Insured
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SERVICE CALENDAR
ALL SERVICES SUBJECT TO REVISION, DEPENDING ON COVID
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY

December 2020

December 2020
Sun 6th ADVENT 2
10.00am CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Communion
Marston Chapel
No Service
Sun 13th ADVENT 3
8.00am CHRIST CHURCH
BCP Communion
Marston Chapel
No Service

Fri 25th CHRISTMAS DAY
TBC
CHRIST CHURCH
Family Communion
Marston Chapel
No Service

January 2021
Sun 3rd

EPIPHANY
No Services

Sun 20th ADVENT 4
No Services

In order to comply with regulations relating to Covid, please advise either of the Churchwardens if you wish to attend any of the
Christ Church Services. Also please bring a face mask for use inside the building, and follow instructions for hand sanitising and
maintaining social distances.
There were no weddings, baptisms or funerals at Christ Church in October.
Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk

Christ Church Team
Rector: Rev’d Ali Bridewell
01380 739064 07847 952868
alison.bridewell@gmail.com
Churchwardens: Jean Lane 01380 722069
Heather Walker 01380 725785
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“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver”
Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available
Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’

Trevor Hale
NPTC Certified (arb)

The Blossom Tree
Flowers, Home and Gift
42 Rochelle Court,
Market Lavington,
SN10 4AT
(01380) 816268
Bouquets, Arrangements,
Plants & Fresh Flowers
for all occasions
Stylish range of home
and gift ware.

Tree Surgery

Covering All aspects
Including Stump grinding
Chipping & Hedging

07737934777
www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co.uk

Fully insured, Seend
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Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends
If Christmas were a colour
what colour would it be? What
colours will be decking your
halls this year? I love the traditional green and red colours
and like to bring some holly
indoors to decorate the house.
The holly for me not only
looks beautiful and natural,
but it also contains wonderful
Christian symbolism. The red
berries
represent
Jesus’
blood, the spikey holly leaves
are like the crown of thorns
that encircled his head on the
cross.
Whilst red and green may be
my favourite colours, gold,
blue, and white often follow
suit. Gold symbolizes the gift
from the three wise men, blue
represents Mother Mary and
the rich blue robes, and white
links to the purity of Jesus
himself. So will it be the traditional red and green? Or perhaps you will you be experimenting with some different
colours and trying something
new?
We are all having to adapt to
change and doing things very
differently this year. The

COVID pandemic and restrictions have resulted in us
having to be creative, adapt
our services and find new
ways of celebrating Christmas. Instead of people coming into church we are finding
new ways of taking the
Christmas message of hope
outside of our church walls,
or using technology to record
services to make them more
widely available.
This year we are also offering something different and
new. We will be hosting a
‘Blue Christmas’ Service:
When Christmas Hurts’ - because we recognise that
Christmas is not a time of joy
and celebration for everyone.
For many, Christmas is a
hard, painful experience. For
some, Christmas has been a
time to dread for almost as
long as they can remember.
For some, remembering happier times, or those who are
missing, the pain can be almost overwhelming. For all of
us, this has not been the
year we had planned, not the
year we would have chosen.
We mourn together what we
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

have lost this year. But maybe together we can look for
small sparks of hope among the embers of our pain and
grief.
As we anticipate the coming of the Christ child among us
and prepare to welcome him afresh in new and different
ways, perhaps we will also be challenged to see things differently. Will we allow our lives and our choices to be exposed to the searching light of God’s truth, anticipating the
time when Christ will come again and draw all things to himself? During the Advent season the words of the prophets
challenge us to turn our lives around, to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.
We need to embrace those values afresh as we prepare to
receive the One who did not grasp at equality with God, but
humbled himself, born as one of us in humility and poverty,
to show us a better way – the ways of gentleness and
peace, justice and righteousness. The world is looking for a
Saviour – and Christians believe he has already come. Perhaps recent events will encourage people everywhere to
stop looking for salvation elsewhere, but to look to our own
hearts, recognise our individual and collective need for healing and renewal, and find our hope rekindled as we take a
fresh look at the child in the manger, heralded by the angels
who brought glad tidings for the whole of humankind.
We hope you will join us in any way you can during this season. Please keep an eye out for news of our events and festival services by following the Wellsprings Benefice on Facebook or visiting our website www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk
Keeping in touch is even more important this year as most of
the services are limited for numbers and will require prebooking only, to help keep us safe during the pandemic.
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and every blessing
for 2021.
Rev Ali
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor
Please put something in The Bridge to let people know that the cedar in Cedar Close is in danger of being cut down. If they don't
know they have the right to know as it's a landmark for the village.
Yours sincerely
Roger Wilshire

Worton Parish Council have received a Community Fund application from Five Lanes School for the sum of £1,400.00 towards the
cost of a new school website.
The application can be viewed on the Parish Council website:
http://worton.org.uk/community-fund/

Liz Starling, Clerk to Worton Parish Council, 01380 725658

From Christ Church:
As we continue through lockdown, we are only able to advise on
the services which were planned and are now subject to any further
revisions from December 2nd. As there will be no Carol Service this
year, it is planned to have a Christmas float, Carols on a trailer,
through all the villages in the Benefice, in Worton and Marston on
21st December, again subject to current restrictions.
Please see the Wellsprings Benefice website www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk or Christ Church website www.christchurchworton.org.uk for further information.
Updates will also be on the church noticeboard.
If churches are open and services allowed with congregations,
booking is essential, and facemasks must be worn to ensure everyone's safety.
Coming to the end of a difficult year, we pray for a safe and peaceful Christmas for all.
Heather and Jean, Churchwardens

Page 9

The Bridge

December 2020

Buy with Confidence

Trading Standards Approved
Does your business have what it takes
to be Trading Standards Approved?
Buy With Confidence is a national register of ‘Trading
Standards Approved’ businesses. If you run a business
and are interested in joining the scheme then please
email tradingstandards@wiltshire.gov.uk
for further information

Are you a consumer looking for a
business you can trust?
All ‘Trading Standards Approved’ businesses have been
vetted, approved and continue to be monitored by Trading Standards.
To search for a local business near you please visit:
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk
or contact 0300 456 0100
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The Cedar Tree in Cedar Close - an update
As you will probably be aware, the condition of this historic tree has
become a cause of concern.
The tree, and the area immediately surrounding it, is owned by Wiltshire council (not Worton Parish council) and thus any concerns
about the tree’s health and issues that arise with regard to nearby
properties are referred to them in the first instance.
Work took place on the tree during the summer with a view, as we
understood it, to remove any immediate threat to health and safety
posed by decaying branches, a number of which were removed. This
work would ordinarily have involved consultation with the parish
council (the tree has a preservation order on it), but this was not the
case in this instance, suggesting that emergency need had necessitated normal procedures to be fast tracked.
Following this, we were aware that surveys took place to ascertain
more precisely the health of the tree and possible future scenarios.
We recently received the detailed results of this survey.
This confirmed that the tree (estimated to be over 200 years old) is
not in the best of health and the recommendation was that it should
be removed and replaced.
We have now had formal notice of the application to remove the tree
and this will be considered at our December Parish council meeting,
where we will be able to comment.
A small group of parish councillors and concerned residents held an
informal on-site visit to consider if any other options might be possible rather than the complete removal of such a beautiful tree that is
very much part of the history and character of our village. This was
constructive and produced some ideas that will be considered at our
next meeting and, if deemed appropriate, communicated to the relevant officers at Wiltshire council.
It must be emphasised that the safety of residents and their property
remains of prime importance and will not be compromised, but we
want to make sure that all avenues have been explored properly, particularly in such challenging times.
Regards
Barry
Page 11

The Bridge

December 2020

‘Doggy Dilemmas’
Puppy and Dog training classes
Dog walking
One to Ones
Dog Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council

Contact Debs on
01380 730564 or 07966 617617
Email debsmackay@hotmail.com
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk
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Dorothy Barcham

wishes a Happy Christmas
and a Healthy New Year
to all her friends in Worton and Marston.

A message from Ali and Steve Pratt
As many of you know we moved from our home in Cedar
Close on November 2nd after 28 very happy years in Worton.
We are so excited to be starting this chapter of our lives in
our beautiful new home, Avenue Cottage in Horsdown, especially as it coincides with Steve’s long awaited retirement
from Lloyds Bank after 43 years!
Thanks for all the kind wishes, cards and gifts. They are very
much appreciated.
We will, of course, miss being in Worton very much but we
are not far away and look forward to welcoming visitors once
Covid restrictions allow.
With our love and very best wishes
Steve and Ali xx

Macmillan Hog Roast at the Rose & Crown
Thank you to everyone who supported the Hog Roast for Macmillan, and helped raise £1,000.04p.
And thank you particularly to John Bodman and Paul Hams for
their generous donations.
Jackie, Rose & Crown
Worton and Marston Village Hall
Run for the community by volunteers
Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall
for the benefit of the community
Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248
or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net
www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk/
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Christmas Trees
at Marsh Farm
Seend Road, Worton

Open last two weekends before Christmas
Open 10.30am-4pm
(Coronavirus rules permitting)
£25 - any size

Phone: 828214

LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER?
I am a qualified first aid baby sitter
situated in the Worton/Marston area.
For more information please contact me: Leila Salaman
via: email: Leila@salaman.com
Mobile - 07414 203066
Telephone - 01380 720120
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A Message from Richard Gamble
Wiltshire Councillor for The Lavingtons & Erlestoke Division

“Christmas is coming”, says the nursery rhyme, “The goose is getting fat!”
The goose, of course, is reference to the seasonal feast that, in more
recent times, is associated with turkey. The implication is that this is
a time of indulgence and consumption.
I hope you will get your share of feasting but, depending on your
viewpoint, Christmas has many other meanings – faith, festival, family, etc. I fear, however, that the origins may also have reference to
foresight of famine (I have worked hard on the alliteration here!).
In former times, starvation was common during the months of January to April, also known as “the famine months”. The festival now
associated with Christmas was the last feast before deep winter began. Most cattle were slaughtered so they would not have to be fed
during the winter, and it was thus almost the only time of year when
a plentiful supply of fresh meat was available. The wine and beer
made during the year was finally fermented and was also ready for
drinking at this time.
The festival follows the winter solstice when the days are short.
However, you and I know that, whatever we may do, the days will
lengthen and spring and summer will come so Christmas may be taken as reminder of better times ahead. As such, this is also a season of
celebration and renewal.
But the nursery rhyme goes on to remind us of those in need.
Please to put a penny in the old man’s hat.
If you haven’t got a penny, a halfpenny will do.
If you haven’t got a halfpenny, God bless you.
I hope you are not at risk of famine and are not in need of a penny. If
you know anyone who is in need, please help if you can. For those
who do face challenges, Wiltshire Council has lots of information
which may be useful at this time. Some on-line links are:
•
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/3094/Scheme-tofinancially-support-people-on-a-low-income-who-have-to-selfisolate
•
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/business-advice-support-covid19
-grants
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-health-coronavirus
For my part, I can’t speak for the goose, but I am concerned
about my own girth in lockdown. Somebody said, “I recommend
that you take up gardening so I planted myself in front of the television and I have already grown substantially”.
Have a very happy and healthy Christmas!
•

You may contact me about this or any other matter
by email to richard.gamble@wiltshire.gov.uk
or by phone on 07762 018209

The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions
It is available for hire for just £50.
Please contact:
Pauline (720248) or Jeff (726845) or any other Trustee
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CHRISTMAS MOSAIC TREATS!
Get creative and make a mosaic Christmas gift
in the workshop of abelmosaics.
In one day master the basic techniques using special festive
templates - Christmas trees, stars, baubles or nativity themes.
Fridays/Saturdays 1000-1600 in Chitterne
Contact Emma on:
abelmosaics 07411107916 / eebabel@hotmail.com
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Awards Presented to Wiltshire GP Surgeries with
Best Support for Unpaid Carers
GP practices in Wiltshire that are providing the best support to unpaid carers have been recognised in the Wiltshire Investors in Carers
GP Accreditation Scheme.
The awards recognise and celebrate those Wiltshire GP practices
who have met a number of requirements, including maintaining an
up-to-date carer register, having a carers’ lead and providing clear
information and flexible appointments for carers.
Among the surgeries receiving awards were:
Courtyard Surgery – Platinum
Lansdowne Surgery – Platinum
Market Lavington Surgery – Platinum
St James Surgery – Silver
This is the eighth year that Carer Support Wiltshire has coordinated
the awards, which were set up to ensure more consistency in the
support carers receive within GP practices. The awards are funded
by Wiltshire Council and the NHS Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group.
Tracey Cox, Chief Executive, Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group, said:
“A lot is often said about the immense value of carers and, while
it’s impossible to quantify just how important they are, we
know that carers nationwide are able to save the country’s economy
more than £130 billion each year showing their immeasurable
worth.
“It is so important to identify carers in our community and to provide them with the right support and help that they need. I am
pleased that so many more GP practices across Wiltshire are providing this support and being recognised for their efforts through this
great Accreditation Scheme.”
Kath Brice
Communications and PR officer
Working hours:
Mon 9am-6pm | Tue 9:15am-12:45pm | Wed 9am-5pm | Thu 9:15am-12:45pm
Direct Line: 01380 819606

admin@carersupportwiltshire.co.uk
www.carersupportwiltshire.co.uk

Page 19

The Bridge

December 2020

All types of upholstery and soft
furnishing work undertaken at
‘very competitive rates’
•
•
•

Chairs/sofas re-sprung, recovered & repaired
Curtains made to measure
Furniture re-caning
For a free quotation please contact

Hazel Rennie on 01380 722845

TONY PARSONS
Domestic Appliance Engineer
Cookers

Driers

Washing Machines

SERVICE & REPAIRS

Tel: 01380 723279

Mobile: 07970 117023
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Sadly, due to the Covid-19 pandemic Worton Toddlers has
been closed since March 18th. Unfortunately we will remain
closed for the foreseeable future due to the continuing strict
Government guidelines on use of the village hall. Please see
our Facebook page for updates on when we may be able to
return. In the meantime we hope you are staying safe and
keeping well.
Ali, Hilary, Tina and Ellie xx
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For Hazel class the start of term was all about donkeys! They were
lucky enough to visit Hilary Ham’s lovely donkeys, Bo, Jo and
Donk in the village. Thank you Hilary; the children have learnt so
much and have started to write their own non-fiction reports.
Continuing their donkey theme, Hazel class marked Remembrance
Day by reading and reflecting on The Donkey of Gallipoli and followed it with a very respectful minute’s silence.
They have also enjoyed donkey themed activities as part of Maths
Week!
At the end of last term Beech class went on an Autumn welly walk
around Worton and up to the park. The children were looking for
signs of Autumn as they have been learning all about the seasons.
Here is what the children said:
Tegen
The leaves were all different colours. The leaves made a crunchy
sound when we walked on them. At the park I liked swinging on the
monkey bars.
T-Jay
I liked all the different leaves I saw on the Autumn walk. We saw a
pony and some sheep. Everyone was climbing on the monkey bars
and taking turns on the swings.
We are really looking forward to our Winter welly walk and seeing
how different the walk to the park will be.
Clothing bank - We now have a clothing bank in the school car
park to help raise funds for the Five Lanes Parents and Friends Association. Please feel free to use the bank to recycle clothes, paired
shoes, bags, duvet covers and bed sheets. Unfortunately we are not
able to accept duvets, cushions and curtains. Please see the full
flyer for further details.
Once again we would like to say a huge thank you to the community for their continued support of Five Lanes.
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It seems highly unlikely that we
will be holding any Christmas
events this year (I hope I’m
wrong ……!!) but I do have a
few bags in stock and I am taking
orders for delivery before Christmas.
I am able to hold the price at
£15.00 as in previous years….so
please get in touch if you’re interested.
Rosemary Rosenfeld
rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk
01380 725859

DECEMBER
BOOK SWAP
Although we have not had so many gatherings this year generous
bookworms still contributed £58.20 to The Children’s Society, so
many thanks.
Maybe many more books have been read during the lockdowns; it
will be good to hear what people have enjoyed when we can meet
again.
Meanwhile if it is possible to meet on Saturday December 12 th,
the books are still at Park Farm House, 39 High Street, & anyone
who feels able to come & have a browse will be very welcome –
10.00am – 12 noon.
01380 723136 or judy.shercliff@gmail.com
Page 25

The Bridge

December 2020

Page 26

The Bridge

December 2020

For Sale
Honey
Jams
Marmalade
Chutneys
Pickles
Please phone:
Graham or Jo
01380 726658
York Cottage, 76 High Street, Worton
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Local professional scaffolding service
Please call 01380 726999
www.iscaffwilts.co.uk
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Written by Roy Hinks, father of Ruth Hinks of the High Street
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01380 699115
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FIVE LANES WI
Hello to all members and to those who may like to join us whenever
we are able to meet in person again. Although in the middle of the
second lockdown as I write, there is also some hope for the future,
and maybe some cautious excitement that sometime in 2021, we
will be able to gather together again! Please pick up the phone or
send an e mail to any committee members if you just want to chat
or need some help with something. Keep on keeping safe and try
and be cheerful if possible.
Jean Lane 722069

Are you Crafty
Sarah and I are hoping to get together and
enjoy some printing for Christmas... paper/bags ….
so if you’d like to join us……please let us know!
If you’d rather meet in a smaller group….that’s fine!
We are flexible as to time and dates.
Contact: Rosemary 01380 725859 or
Sarah
01380 720244
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Rose and Crown
Worton
01380 724202
Lunch time opening
Evening opening

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday Coffee Morning
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
10.30 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30

6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11.30pm
6pm -11.30pm
7pm -10.00pm
7pm -11.00pm (on Quiz Sundays)

Rolls and sandwiches available.
Also look out for ‘Bill and Gerry’s’ Pop Up kitchen signs
when they come here and cook.
We have a pool table, darts and skittles.
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.
Please pop in to the pub to find out what’s happening each month

Situated in Blackberry Lane, Potterne.
Childcare awarded
Outstanding in all areas by Ofsted
Registered to deliver Free Entitlement
for all ages
Sessional care 9-12 or 12-3
or full days available
Homely indoor natural environment
Stimulating outdoor space
Welcome to visit anytime
www.carersnest.co.uk
01380 698088
Follow our Facebook page
for up to date information
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Worton and Marston Gardening Club
Autumn is here. Leaves are now everywhere. This year I decided to
treat us to a leaf blower/sucker. I have never been a fan of blowing
leaves. They seem to me to go everywhere. Jane suggested buying a
battery powered one, so off to Roses we went. Their salesman thought
a battery powered sucker would struggle to cope with our large
amount of leaves, and I agreed, so a compromise was reached. A battery powered blower for Jane to use and a powerful sucker/blower for
me to pick up the leaves that Jane would blow into piles for me to collect. The theory is good, but I spent last weekend, when I should have
put theory into practice, installing a couple of large concrete partitions
to create a new muck heap at my daughter's horse field. I was looking
forward to clearing our patio and front parking area of the fallen leaf
curse but the weather has other ideas.
We have started using our excellent leeks, used nearly all of our seven
or eight parsnips and finished our cabbages. Back to Morrisons for
parsnips and cabbage, but I think we shall have leeks right through to
the Spring.
Work on the flower garden has continued, our poorly beech hedge
now replaced with a variety of plants and ferns that hopefully will
supply bees and insects with lots of nourishment, and look better into
the bargain. We are crossing our fingers and everything else, bearing
in mind our intention to join in 'Open Garden' weekend next year.
Looking forward to getting our 'Garden Club' meetings started again
next year. Meanwhile let us all try and stay in touch with photos and
emails about our gardens and our aspirations for them. Happy Christmas and New Year to all.
Dave
Upcoming Events ….We wish!!!
Rosemary Rosenfeld rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk
Sally Brooks svwood90@hotmail.com
‘Gardening is not a rational act’. – Margaret Atwood
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Worton & Marston Link
It is still very quiet regarding visits to hospitals and, with the hospitals full with Covid patients, it is likely to remain so. Doctors are
still open for consultations; do not be afraid to telephone them and
if a visit is required then we are are available. It is important that
those in the older age group, who may require a spell in hospital if
they catch Covid, keep their distance from others and use all facilities available to them in order to remain safe. We are still picking
up prescriptions, helping with shopping and supporting in any way
we can. Please ring 07413 912 828 if you need assistance or need a
conversation. Lyn is always on the end of the phone and open to all
discussions.
It will take some time before any vaccines take effect and enable us
to mix widely. I have gone onto the NHS website and signed up to
be a test volunteer. They are asking for older people. I am hoping
this will help the testing to be completed quicker and I may also be
vaccinated slightly earlier.
Alun Newman
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ECO-CORNER
Following the Lavingtons, Cheverells and Easterton Benefice's recent focus on creation care we have written a piece for our local
news magazine with ideas about how we can all care for the environment in a better way and would like to share it with our neighbouring
communities.
Christmas is a season of Christian celebration, good cheer and good
will, but it has also become a season of increased commercialism,
consumerism and waste with a negative environmental impact on the
wellbeing of our planet.
Enviro Waste reveals some shocking Christmas waste statistics:
• Royal Mail delivers around 150 million cards and packets during the pre-Christmas period; it is estimated that 1 billion
Christmas cards could end up in the bin after December 25 th
• 125,000 tonnes of plastic packaging will be thrown out, rather
than recycled
• six million trees are thrown out after Christmas, creating more
than 9,000 tonnes of additional waste
• around 6,711 tonnes of fresh turkey and 12,472 tonnes of frozen turkey will be cooked - almost 20,000 tonnes of meat while around 4,200 tonnes of aluminium foil used to cook the
turkeys gets thrown away every Christmas in the UK
Nevertheless, there are ways in which households concerned about
the well-being of the planet can look to play their part (even if small)
in support of an eco-friendly Christmas.
Here are two ideas which you might like to consider:
1. Give gifts that are plastic free and will last
When considering gifts for family and friends, reduce waste by abandoning single use items that are immediately thrown away. Think of
gifts that last or can be used again, e.g. good quality toys that can be
passed on to friends, family and charity shops, giving them a second
or even a third life. Try to avoid eco non-friendly products, such as
plastic, and look for brands prepared with re-useable alternatives.
Alternatively you could buy a family gift which will benefit someone else. For example you could twin a toilet or a tap: for a donation
of £60 you will fund a project in a poor community that will enable
families to build a basic toilet, have access to clean water and learn
about basic hygiene. You will receive a certificate with a picture of
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the toilet or tap that you are twinned with and the GPS coordinates
so that you can look up your twin’s location. Your donation will
help to eradicate poverty and bring better hygiene and health to others. https://www.toilettwinning.org
Or you can twin your bin: in the world’s poorest countries, someone dies every 30 seconds from diseases caused by plastic pollution
and rubbish. For a donation of £45 to twin your bin, you will help
fund a community project that is preventing disease, protecting the
environment and creating jobs. You will receive a certificate to put
on your bin showing a photograph of the rubbish collection or recycling project that you are twinned with overseas. https://
www.bintwinning.org
2. Be eco-aware with your wrapping paper
Choose recycled wrapping paper, brown paper, tissue or make your
own using newspaper or magazines. Use the scrunch test to know if
your paper can be recycled – i.e. when scrunched up and let go, if
the paper stays scrunched up it can probably be recycled. If it does
not stay scrunched up it probably contains non-recyclable elements,
like foil, glitter or plastic.
Recyclable wrapping paper can be quite hard to find but one source
is the RSPB who are selling eco-recycled wrapping paper: https://
shopping.rspb.org.uk/christmas-gift-wrap/
According to Enviro Waste, over the Christmas period 83 sq km of
wrapping paper will be thrown out or burnt in the UK. Instead of
throwing away your wrapping paper, you can save it for future use
or shred it to use as protective packaging for future gifts. Gift bags
can usually be reused more than once with a new tag. Knot wraps colourful fabric squares - can be re-used again and again.
These are just a couple of our personal ideas but many more tips for
a greener Christmas and ideas on advent calendars, vegetarian celebration meals, food waste, Christmas trees and saving energy can be
found at: https://southwark.anglican.org/downloads/environment/
green_christmas_tips.pdf
We’d appreciate any ideas about environmental issues that other
readers of your local news magazine might like to share which could
be included in future community editions.
Anne Wilson mrsannewilson@gmail.com and
Sandra Gamble acanadiangamble@gmail.com
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Following on from last month’s The Bridge article on Wiltshire
Young Carers Service, this month Youth Action Wiltshire focus on their Splash programme:
Splash provides free to access positive activities and youth worker
support including: coaching, mentoring and counselling for young
people who are facing challenges in their lives, including: young
people who are in care, young people with Special Educational
Needs and young victims of crime.
“Splash made me realise that everything was going to be OK.”
Often challenges such as isolation, mental health issues, family poverty or bullying can negatively impact a young person’s confidence
and self-esteem. Without interventions, this can affect young people’s attainment and future aspirations. Engaging with Splash provides fun opportunities where young people learn from each other,
help and support one another and begin to see that they are liked,
accepted and valued individuals. Our activities raise aspirations, increase confidence and self-esteem and empower young people to
realise their own capabilities and potential.
“I really appreciate the time Splash takes to meet with my daughter,
listen to her and make her feel valued.”
Splash activity days are different to mainstream open access activities, as we work on average with 12 young people per activity (preCovid). We provide high supervision ratios which enables the participants to benefit from close positive adult interaction, providing
them with the attention and support they require. Our activity days
are designed to facilitate the development of positive friendships,
increase skill development, increase participants’ confidence and
self-esteem and facilitate the inclusion and acceptance of others,
thus reducing peer on peer bullying. Our high supervision levels enable us to manage behaviours, identify issues quickly and manage
them appropriately in order to achieve a positive outcome for everyone. Splash offers fun activities where participants are valued, included and empowered.
The following increases were reported in our March parent/referred
feedback survey:
Self-Esteem - feeling of pride and self-worth
91%
Self-Confidence - belief in themselves and their abilities 91%
(continued on next page)
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Social Skills-communication & interaction with yourself & others
89%
Attendance at School 76%
“I’ve never had any friends; today I made 4 at Splash!”
All Youth Action Wiltshire youth projects are funded through donations, charitable trusts and foundations. We also run our own fundraising events, which this year has been extremely challenging.
How can The Bridge readers help the 551 young people engaging
with Splash?
We have launched a Christmas Raffle, with amazing prizes including an iPad Air 16GB, Tickets to Badminton Horse Trials 2022, a
Leg of Lamb, 2 tickets for the Theatre Royal, Chocolates and Champagne to name just a few. Tickets are £5 each and can be purchased
by emailing ginniekeen@gmail.com.
Our raffle is registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with Wiltshire
Council, LN Number 000018299. The draw will take place on 11 th
December 2020. You will be notified by 16th December if you are a
winner.
Promoter: Dawn Whiting, C/O Community First, Unit C2 Beacon
Business Centre, Hopton Estate, Devizes SN10 2EY.
Youth Action Wiltshire is a service provided by Community First
registered charity number 288117
For more details about Splash, Youth Action Wiltshire or for a list
of
raffle
prizes
please
visit
our
website
http://
www.communityfirst.org.uk/news/youth-action-wiltshire-christmasraffle-2020/
Or contact Dawn at 2 Norney Bridge, Marston
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Worton Parish Council
At the time of writing I have no means of being sure what the
latest restrictions will be, but am hopeful that things will be
improving in the near future and certainly in time for some
sort of Christmas celebration, even if far from what we would
be used to.
As far as the Parish Council is concerned, we continue to
function effectively (I hope) under testing conditions.
As you will doubtless be aware we have been considering a
significant application for outline planning permission with regard to an area of land at Sandleaze farm. This was, to a
large extent, a re-submission of a similar proposal that was
made in 2017. Given the importance of the application, both
in terms of scale and location, we wanted to facilitate the
sharing of views and information prior to finalising our official
response at our November meeting. This can now be accessed on the village website as well as via Wiltshire council’s planning portal.
Hopefully everybody was aware of the “Zoom” meeting that
we hosted on the 22nd of October. It was certainly well attended and a good range of issues and opinions were shared. Our
wonderful clerk, Liz Starling, managed to summarise the
points made and duly circulate to the other members of the
council. Opportunities were also given to respond and express views to Liz prior to our council meeting and these responses were also shared with the council members. At all
times correct protocols were observed and your councillors
adhered to advice given from relevant national and local advisory groups. In addition, we made it clear how residents could
express their views directly to Wiltshire planning as well as
via the Parish council.
I am confident that every resident has had the opportunity to
participate in the process.
The decision made by the Parish council was to oppose the
application. This was clearly the feeling of the great majority
of those who expressed a view. A range of factors influenced
our decision (for full detail please see the village website),
(continued on next page)
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with issues related to access emerging as of great concern,
particularly as this was a specific aspect of the proposal rather than a “reserved” matter - i.e. forming part of a detailed
application if there was agreement in principle.
Our response was submitted to the Wiltshire planning department by the deadline of 5th November and we must now wait
for the next stage of the process to unfold. Sadly, I can give
no clear indication of how long this might take. However, Cllr
Richard Gamble has already “called in” the plan for consideration by committee if it is approved by the planning officer.
When the village population has had the opportunity to express an opinion with regard to the construction of new houses, most recently in the survey carried out by the Neighborhood planning group in 2018, there has been broad support
for new housing. However, this was on a smaller scale than
that in the proposal we have just been considering. There is, I
believe, still broad support for some new housing, particularly
from the point of view of encouraging, dare I suggest, younger families to join our community? This could provide a useful
boost to the facilities that we do enjoy, as well as village clubs
and organisations that may have concerns about their future
due to the halt that Covid has frequently meant. This is a
broad aspiration that will continue. However, the devil will always be in the detail and the successful provision of sufficient
housing at an effective scale to supply a suitable range of
property whilst still being economically viable and in the “right”
location is a challenge. In the previous era (BC - before
Covid!) we were about to host an information session when
we were going to share details of what is known as
“Community led Housing” which could well offer a way forward. Incidentally, we were also going to celebrate our award
winning village hall at the same time. I'm sure when we reschedule this it will be one of the many chances we will have
to celebrate the new AC era!
In other matters…..
A discussion took place about how the Cedar Tree in Cedar
(continued on next page)
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Close will be replaced. We still don't know when the work will
be done to remove it, but sadly its fate is sealed. Whilst the
tree and the land that it is on is owned by Wiltshire council and they will be responsible for its removal and replacement The Parish Council has agreed to contribute to the financial
cost of a replacement and is supporting, in principle, the care
of any new tree whilst it becomes established.
Cllr Gamble has updated us on the ongoing issue of the dangerous junction at Black Dog. This has now been deemed so
significant an issue as to be dealt with by Wiltshire Highways
rather than locally. We have re-stated our concerns but have
decided to leave the solution to the problem to the experts, at
least until any proposed changes are made clear.
I believe that, whilst we mustn't overlook the problems being
experienced by some residents due to the ongoing pandemic
and the related problems we have been dealing with, the indications are that we are much better placed as a community to
deal with the situation than we were back in March, not least
via Carla’s facebook group and the on-going support we
are continuing to give to each other. That being the case, I
am delighted that Alun has agreed that Worton and Marston
Link will be able to assist those who need support over the
coming weeks and months.
Of course, if the situation changes, I will be in contact with
those who helped out before who are not members of the
Link scheme and doubtless will put out appeals as we did before.
One idea I have come across that has been tried elsewhere is
to have a system similar to Neighborhood watch, with volunteers spread through the village in such a way as to look out
for their neighbours in case help is needed. Watch this
space?
In summary, keep well let’s look after each other, and - for me
the earliest I have ever done it - please have a very Merry
Christmas!
Barry Devine
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Your friendly, female decoratress!
All decorating or
painting projects considered,
including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced
Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com
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A brief message to A. Sparrow
It was such a relief to read that you have finally arrived at your
“All Inclusive Winter Break” location surrounded by brilliant
blue skies and endless sunshine !!!
Sadly I spent far too long fussing around, tidying my nest
etc .... yes I know I won’t be using it again next year !!!...... but
you know what us girls are like for keeping our homes looking
pristine, and I didn’t want any other birds seeing an untidy
abandoned nest !!
Well, I’ve had to take a staycation here in England over the
winter months .... the weather now makes it too hazardous to
travel south, and there are now far too many rules and regulations regarding flying out of the country.
Kindest regards
Anne Olde-Bird
Chestnuts Farm Community Supported Agriculture –
Vegetable Box Scheme
Based in Bishops Cannings our CSA was born during lockdown, and is all
about local food resilience, and being involved in how your food is grown.
The idea is that members pay monthly in advance to support the growers,
and then share the harvest. We are in the process of certifying organic. As
a baby CSA, we still do buy in some extra from an organic wholesaler, to
make sure the share is always fairly consistent.
Prices start at £32.50 per month for a small box, for a single person, or less
hungry couple. There are a very few spaces left for this year, so if you’d
like to be in at the start, you can join us through the winter. Just email us
at chestnutsfarm@gmail.com. You can collect from the farm, or from The
Healthy Life, in Devizes, or we deliver for an extra pound per week.
If you would love to be part of this growing movement, but would rather
wait until next spring, when the sun comes back, (and we hope volunteer
days will be back as well) then simply ask to join the waiting list, and we
will add you to our Facebook group if you would like, and you can follow
the fun through the dark days of winter, and come on board when our new
share
issue
goes
live
in
April.
Once
again,
just
email chestnutsfarm@gmail.com and we will send you details.
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Marston Parish Council
On Tuesday 10th November we held a Parish Council Zoom
Meeting, with five parishioners joining us.
It was agreed to continue tree maintenance on the common land
and Conservation Contractors will be undertaking tree maintenance
on the Oaks on the top Green and on the large horse chestnut on
Plough Lane. They have also been asked to quote for maintenance
work on the trees and scrub behind the post box. The Parish Steward has been tasked to dig the gulleys on New Road and maintain
the ditch on common land outside Chapel Cottage.
The Solar Fund application from Worton and Marston School
has been agreed and the school are at present undertaking various
administration tasks related to the fund. It was also agreed to undertake the second phase of the footpath signage project and an application will be made to the Solar Community Fund to support this.
The Marston Self Help Group is still able to help those who require support during this second lockdown and requests for support
can be made by calling Steven Bennett on 01380 723356.
Two planning requests were dealt with at the meeting.
• A request was made by the owners of Willow Croft Plough
Lane Marston to reduce the height of two trees, 20/9120/TCA.
This was approved without comment. Comments to be received by 16th November.
• An application was made by the owners of the plot of land at
Norney Bridge to erect a new detached house, 20/09059/FUL.
This was not approved as it falls within open countryside on
the edge of the village and does not comply with current Wiltshire planning policies relating to small villages.
It was decided to work on a Village Meeting in the new year, if
restrictions are lifted, as holding a Zoom meeting may prevent a significant number of parishioners from taking part. We are currently
looking at this issue.
A Christmas tree has now been sourced and will be placed on the
Green in early December.
It was agreed the next meeting would take place on Tuesday 12 th
January at 7.00pm.
Steven Bennett, on behalf of Marston Parish Council
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ABC AIRPORT SERVICES
Taxi Transfers to all Airports
Ferry Ports
Long Distance
Meetings
Please call for quotes
01380 816648
07738 195805
garymac2@sky.com

01380
725652
07917818145

07876433655
07876433655
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Worton & Cheverell FC (Youth)
‘The Badgers’
http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.com

The football season was nicely underway until we were hit by Lockdown
2.0. This has resulted in all football stopping including training and matches. Training and matches will start to be re-arranged once we have confirmation of lockdown release by the FA.
Updates since last newsletter from teams below:
Badger cubs (3-6) - Great group growing in numbers all the time. Having fun and learning new skills. After lockdown, training moves indoor at
Lavington School on Saturday 9-10am. Please contact Dave Kiddle if your
child would like to try for free. First 2 weeks free.
U7s - A few more players have joined the squad now, so good numbers
for each position. A training session with a Halloween theme where players trained in their costumes was held and raised many laughs.
U8s - League matches going well working on positions and team play.
Players putting in lots of practice over lockdown.
U9s & U10s - Playing well although could do with increasing player
numbers. Please contact Mark Goddard if interested.
U11s - Squad now at good size and some excellent performances before
lockdown.
U13s - Entered lockdown joint top in league, remaining unbeaten in the
league. Played 2 friendlies vs Melksham which saw a draw and loss.
U14s - Two wins from two in the league and through to county cup 2nd
round after away win to South Newton. Hopefully after lockdown winter
training starts at Green Lane on 3G and indoor futsal.
U15s - Tough start to season but seeing improved performances. Looking for a few more players to create possible second team. If interested
contact Aiden Allmark below.
Team Contacts for 2020/21 Season:
Contacts

Badger Cubs - Dave Kiddle - 07843 678781
U7 - Pete Huntley - 07974 756131
U8 - Dave Kiddle - 07843 678781
U9/10 - Mark Goddard – 01380 813160
U11 - Neil Black - 07769 261750
U13 - Mark Goddard – 01380 813160
U14 – Dave Kiddle – 07843 678781
U15 – Aiden Allmark 07341 819154
Adults – Pete Drew – 07885 527546

Follow us on Facebook – Worton and Cheverell Youth Football Club
(No other pages are approved by the club)
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Al Boccon di Vino
In a previous life, I had the privilege of being a regular guest of
the Tuscany Intensive Care Group which met regularly in Florence:
education in a nice location. As an organisation they are gloriously
and openly enthusiastic about their work, their social activity and in
particular their food. On one memorable occasion I was invited to a
meal the night before the conference. I and a colleague were collected in a very small, battered Fiat driven by Giorgio, who talked incessantly and whose driving seemed to be in tune with his emotional
lability. We drove rapidly and erratically across Florence, up into
the hills on ever smaller roads till we left the road completely and
bumped up a rough and very dark track until we arrived at an ancient and dimly lit farmhouse. I have to admit increasing trepidation
as to what this was all about, and Giorgio was very forthcoming on
everything except our destination. As we were ushered through the
impressive iron bound door the sheer volume of conversational babble was overwhelming. Our Italian colleagues were seated along a
long trestle table talking excitedly. For every three of four people
there seemed to be at least four or five conversations. No one mentioned food or menu but food was served. Platters of local meats and
cheeses, grilled vegetables, stuffed zucchini flowers and many other
items kept arriving almost randomly. Then there was fish, first
prawns then a white fish both in interesting sauces. Giorgio advised
us to eat sparingly and when I asked what might be coming next he
just shrugged and smiled. Only the owner of the alberghetto knew.
The food kept coming and was superb. Ice cold limoncello signalled
the end. At no stage was there any choice and when I asked Giorgio,
he merely asked if I enjoyed the food, which I had, so what was the
problem.
What, if any, is the relevance of this tale? Apart from the Corsican 'Ferme Auberge' style of restaurant where there is only a fixed
menu, this menu-free, choice-free approach seems generally unusual
and, in the UK, almost unheard of; until yesterday. On the recommendation of the editor of the Bridge we visited the Italian restaurant in Tilshead. It is called the Rose and Crown or in Italian, Al
Boccon di Vino. It was booked rather spontaneously, on the evening
in question, at 6.00pm rather than weeks ahead as in true Covid
style.
The phone rang for quite a while and I was about to give up
(continued on next page)
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when it was answered. This was the first hurdle. To be fair it was
answered in an Italian English that was infinitely better than my
English Italian but that, and the fact the line was poor, made the
booking tricky. Yes we could certainly eat there but did we want pizza and pasta or something else. The 'something else' was lost in the
combination of translation and the poor phone line. Uncertain I replied in the affirmative rather than making an uninformed choice.
Booking successful.
At exactly 7.30pm we arrived, suitably masked, to find a desolate
car park outside the pub with an interesting pub sign featuring the
Royal heir. A single light was visible in a ground floor window.
Slightly anxious we tried the door, which opened and we found ourselves in a well appointed but dimly lit bar with comfy chairs, but
eerily quiet. A waiter observed us quizzically from a distance and
then the owner appeared, moving fast and speaking faster. We were
expected. Were we for pizza and pasta or the restaurant? A rhetorical
question as we were promptly ushered into the restaurant. (There are
two eating places, one a pizzeria in the pub, and the other a restaurant). It is a charmingly appointed Italian style restaurant which was
somewhat unexpected in what appears to be a pub. The waiter was
smiling, polite and attentive but clearly spoke little English. In passing we were asked if we had any allergies. Wine? Red or white? Too
slow and a bottle of house red, said to be very good, was proffered.
What would we like to eat? No menu, but a rapid fire list of suggestions which seemed to consolidate Parma ham as being a good option. All we did was nod. Maybe some grilled vegetables; not a question. After that maybe meat or fish or maybe just pasta? I think it
was a question but already it was decided; prawns. It was a whirlwind approach and we sat bemused as during this tour de force he
poured a really outstanding red wine. Then generous plates of Parma
ham with rather wonderful Italian style grilled vegetables appeared
along with lightly toasted Italian bread.
So far, so good and highly entertaining. We hardly noticed we
were the only diners as the quiet waiter was assiduously attentive
and charming. Then a plate of grilled padron peppers in oil with a
seasonal Venetian hard cheese appeared which was unexpected but
delicious. After this, the much vaunted prawns appeared. Small
bowls full of prawns in a deep red piquante sauce. Wonderful but, as
(continued on next page)
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usual, I had made a schoolboy error. I had already eaten all my
toasted bread so mopping up the sauce posed a problem and it was
too good to leave.
None of the various dishes had been huge, though the Parma ham
had been very generous, but by now the courses were filling the
space. What would we like next? Rhetorical again as the answer was
pasta. The ravioli is good, with either aubergine or bolognaise filling. I was wary. It always sounds appetising but precooked, rewarmed ravioli, Carluccio-style can be awful. I was too slow and
ravioli it was. Certainly fresh and the clue was that the smoke alarm
in the kitchen went off. I need not have worried. It was superb.
I suppose in days gone by we might have then moved on to a
meat course but, unusually, common sense prevailed, and we opted
for dessert. Strawberries in a syrup with pannacotta - fantastic! Job
done and only the iced limoncella to go.
I would hasten to add that I am no gourmet, nor wine buff. A
childhood of finishing whatever I had been given and a lifetime eating rapidly in hospital canteens is not good training for the palate,
but, that aside, I know what I like. The food was similar to and as
good as anything I have eaten in Italy. The service was charming
and excellent. In fact the food, the ambience and the language issues
made me wonder if I had been transported to Tuscany for a couple
of hours.
I am well aware that lack of menu and a magical mystery tour is
not to everyone's taste. It works in the Corsican Ferme Auberges and
it certainly works in Italy. In some countries, such as China and Korea, it is better not to know what you are being given till after you
have eaten it. Here, we found the experience refreshing and entertaining. We ate food we would not usually have ordered and thoroughly enjoyed it.
Overall, it was a rather wonderful and certainly memorable evening. It didn't come cheap but then quality never does and in London
I have paid a lot more for a lot less. I should mention that when you
book they do ask you what you would like to eat, ( I missed that bit
because of the phone line) and I gather they will accommodate most
requests. On leaving, I did ask if they could do Florentine style Stinco, (oven roasted pork shank) if pre-ordered, and was delighted to
receive a positive response. We will be back.
Neil Soni
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kindly provided by Tony Walker)

Page 53

The Bridge

December 2020

Page 54

The Bridge

December 2020

Extracts from The Bridge (December 1990),
kindly provided by Tony Walker)
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VILLAGE DIARY
Regular Meetings

Forthcoming Events

In the Village Hall

???

(all currently suspended or on Zoom)

• Gardening Club

3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug/Dec)

• Pilates classes

Thursdays 7pm-8pm & 8pm-9pm

• Ladies Group
•
•
•

•

Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec)
Women's Institute
2nd Tuesday 7.45pm
Worton Toddler Group
Wednesday 10.00 am - Noon
1st Worton & Marston Brownies
Alternate Tuesdays (term time only)
Worton Parish Council Meeting
1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on
notice boards

Kerbside Collections
Black box and Plastic
and card recycling:
Tuesdays 1st & 15th
and Wednesday 30th

Household waste:
Wednesdays 9th & 23rd
Garden waste:
Friday 11th

In the Chapel at Marston

(currently suspended or on Zoom)

• Marston Parish Council Meeting
Last Tuesday (every odd month)

Worton and
Marston Link

Various Venues
Announced Monthly

• Book Swap

2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon

Mobile Library

Location: The School, 1.10 - 1.50pm
Next Date: tbc

If you need help with
transport for hospital
appointments visiting the doctor and dentist or other important journeys.

Call W&M Link
on 07413 912828

Call Wiltshire Library Services
on 01225 713727 for information

th

Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15 December 2020
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton
Telephone: 01380 728664
email address: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
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