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THE BRIDGE 

         Editor: Catherine Malli-Dawson   editorofthebridge@gmail.com    

A Note From the Editor 
 

Slowing Down 
 

As Autumn settles around us with thickening skies and falling leaves I 

find myself drawn to the garden to sit and admire the myriad colours. 

September’s showers brightened everything and encouraged a late 

bloom here and there. But with the autumn equinox passing, I feel the 

slowing of growth, the digging deeper of worms, the curling of leaves 

and the departing of birds. It’s time to wrap a jumper over my shoul-

ders, sip a warm cup of tea and sit back and relax into the coming 

cooler weather. 

 

While our gardens are slowing, events in and around the villages are 

doing the opposite. It’s time to start thinking about the Christmas (yes, 

I said Christmas) festivities. There’s still time to visit the sculpture 

garden in Avebury, before the Race Night, comedian, and musical 

concerts in October and November. Then there are the Advent Con-

cert, Beer and Carols and Carols by Candlelight in December just to 

name a few of the activities in the coming months. 

 

And for all the Newcomers in the villages, there is the planning of the 

Newcomer party in February 2026. The Newcomers Committee will 

be meeting in November to begin preparations for the event. We will 

be reaching out for volunteers to help with setup, food, cleanup. Etc. 

So, if you’re new to the village or know someone who has recently 

moved in, please reach out and let us know so that we can make sure 

the invite list is updated.   

 

Catherine 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
Maureen’s Ramblings…… 
 

I’m campaigning for more funerals to be held in church! When I was ordained as a 

priest, the Bishop said “with all God’s people, you are to tell the story of God’s 

love and minister to the sick and prepare the dying for their death”. It has been my 

privilege to come alongside many people who are facing their final journey and 

with the ones who are left behind to grieve and mourn, with much discussion about 

the possibility of eternity. It has been my privilege to lead hundreds of Services of 

Remembrance and Thanksgiving for those who have been part of the communities 

where I have served. It is something the church is very good at doing. It has had a 

lot of practice over the centuries! 
 

But so often these days, people don’t come to church for the funeral service. Maybe 

they mistakenly think that it will all be solemn prayers and misery, a daunting 

thought if a family says they are not particularly religious or regular churchgoers. 

But everyone, religious or not, is welcome to have a church funeral in the place 

where they live and be buried (or the ashes buried) in the churchyard, which holds 

the history of a village. The funeral liturgy will be handled sensitively and pastoral-

ly to recognize each individual situation and holds a structure in which we can 

move through our emotions, express our thanksgiving and share the uniqueness of 

the loved one’s life in poems, tributes from a family member or friend, and with  

significant pieces of music and songs.  
 

I think it’s important to know that the priest offers on-going pastoral care for the 

grieving for as long as it takes and that there are also no time constraints with the 

next funeral waiting at the door. And the atmosphere in church with its centuries of 

history, hope, faith and worship can hold us in our grief.   
 

I recently had a discussion with a bereaved family who declared themselves not 

religious. But, as we talked, I learned that their mum, tho’ rarely a churchgoer, had 

been baptized; she had talked of her loved ones as being in heaven and, possibly 

like all of us, had a wavering faith in the divine and  eternity, feeling that there was 

“something there”. We had an uplifting service. Her son later contacted me saying 

how comforting it was to have a vicar there, how the service had been a wonderful 

tribute to his mum and ‘being in church made it all seem right and proper’. 
 

The ritual of gathering in a holy space enables us to express the depth of our grief, 

celebrate and be thankful for those we love and to commit them lovingly into what-

ever the future holds. There are moments of intense poignancy within the funeral 

service, with familiar and comforting words, which enable the pain to be felt and 

acknowledged within a safe and peaceful environment. Yes, the church does do 

good funerals!  
 

The Revd. Maureen Allchin, “retired” priest  
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Churchyard Wall Update September 14th 
 

The Consistory Court of the Diocese of Salisbury has granted a faculty  

authorising permission to undertake the repair of the Churchyard Wall. It has 

taken nearly a year dealing with bureaucracy for us to finally be in a position to 

proceed with restoring the wall. The approved contractor has revisited the site 

and is currently in the process of finalising the team to commence work.  
 

Christ Church PCC 

———————————————————————————————-- 

Poppy Collection 

Our long serving village volunteers will begin their house-to-house poppy sell-

ing on Sunday 26th October, and it would be greatly encouraging if everyone 

felt able to buy their poppies this way. In these increasingly cashless times 

please consider putting some hard &/or folding currency to one side as the date 

approaches. 
 

Remembrance Sunday  

This year is on the 9th November.  Arrangements are set out in the Church Ser-

vice Calendar. 
 

Armistice Day 

It is the custom of our villages to attend at the War Memorial by the Village 

Hall to observe a simple Act of Remembrance consisting of the Exhortation, 

two minutes silence and the Kohima Address. We gather in time for the Act to 

begin at 11:00am on Tuesday 11th November. 
 

Tom Holloway 
Worton House 
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 SERVICE CALENDAR 

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

The wedding of Kathryn Gilmartin and Edward Mardon took place 
in Christ Church during August.  

 
Sun Oct 5th     TRINITY 16                         CHRIST CHURCH 

  9.30am                                  Holy Communion 
                                                                            MARSTON CHAPEL 
                              6.00pm                                  Mindfulness  

                                                                 
Sun Oct 12th    TRINITY 17                        CHRIST CHURCH                                                          
                                9.30am                                 Family Service                                                
 

Sun Oct 19th    TRINITY 18                        CHRIST CHURCH                                    
              9.30am                                 Holy Communion 

                                                                             MARSTON CHAPEL 
              6.00pm                                 Mindfulness 
                                                                                                             

Sun Oct 26th    LAST AFTER TRINITY     CHRIST CHURCH 
  9.30am                                 Morning Praise  

Sun Nov 2nd     ALL SAINTS/ALL SOULS  CHRIST CHURCH 
    9.30am                                   Holy Communion 
                                                   MARSTON CHAPEL 
    6.00pm                                   Mindfulness                                                          
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FROM CHRIST CHURCH 
 
 
 

What a great weekend at Christ Church on 13th/14th September. 

 

There was a second opportunity for people to come for an update on the  

progress of the ‘Wall Appeal’ and to contribute if they wished, and to enjoy 

coffee cake and chat with friends. Thank you to all who helped and to those 

who made donations to the Appeal. 

 

Church was open all day to welcome riders and striders who were taking part 

in the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust event, Ride and Stride. We had 2 

cyclists taking part on behalf of Christ Church, Catherine Bridger who cycled 

50 miles and visited 29 churches and Tony Brewer who cycled 84 miles and 

visited 63 churches. An amazing achievement by both of them, raising  

money which is shared between the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust and 

Christ Church. The Trust awards grants for churches towards preservation, 

maintenance and repair. A huge well done!  

 

The following day, the Family Service Harvest event took place. It was 

planned and led by the families, with the children all taking part in readings, 

and creating beautifully decorated bags for folks to take home some of the 

produce which had been donated to the Harvest Market. It was an amazing 

colourful display of all kinds of fruit, vegetables, homemade apple juices, 

baked goods on offer to anyone who called in. There was an incredibly lively 

and happy atmosphere, all agreed what a great morning. Thank you to Greta, 

Harriet, Lydia and Sarah and families for all their time and effort in this. 

Great team work! 

 

There was also a collection of goods for Devizes Food Bank with thanks to 

Sally and Giles for their help in delivering to the Food Bank. 

 

Watch out for more information on the Race night which will be held on 1st 

November. 

 

Christ Church PCC 
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(continued from previous page) 

Worton United Charities 
 

REMINDER: The Charity is able to offer some financial support to residents of Worton or 
Marston who are facing times of hardship. Please contact one of the Trustees named below.  

 

All contacts or requests are dealt with in strictest confidence. 
 

The Trustees 
Bill Francis (dfrancis162@btinternet.com), June Mason, Alison Cross, Chris  
Nixon, Revd Gerry Lynch 

mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
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FAMILY OF CHURCHES 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN DECEMBER!! (Too soon?) 
 
Worton and Marston Family of Churches will, as usual, be organising the following 
two seasonal events:- 
 
 
BEER AND CAROLS at the Rose and Crown on Monday 
December 1ST at 7:00PM. 
 
 

 
 
 
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT at Marston Chapel on Sun-
day December 7th at 6:00pm. 
More details next month! 

 

 

Jean Lane 722069 
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Worton and Marston Village Hall 
 

Run for the community by volunteers 
 

Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more 
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing -  

fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs 
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall  

for the benefit of the community 
 

Visit our website www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.org.uk 
or e-mail the Village Hall Booking Secretary at booking4vh@gmail.com 

The village hall also has a new 
8m x 3m marquee. 

Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions. 
It takes 2-3 people around 1.5 hours to put up. 

It is available for hire for a £50 donation.         
 

Please contact: 
Village Hall Booking Secretary  

booking4vh@gmail.com 
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EDINGTON ARTS 
 

BOOKING OPENS FOR THE ADVENT CONCERT 

General booking for Edington Arts’ very popular Advent Concert opens on October 

14th, online through their website at www.edingtonarts.org or by phone from 

Chrissy on 01380 831256.  Angels’ priority booking, which benefits from a 10% 

discount on the ticket price, will begin on October 7th. 

 

The concert is on Saturday December 6th, at 7.30pm in Edington Priory Church, and 

will be given by the excellent chapel choir of the Queen’s College, Oxford. Over 

the past few years this mixed voice choir of between 25 and 30 singers has devel-

oped into one of the most active and highly regarded university choirs in the coun-

try, a “jewel in the British Choral scene”, according to BBC Music Magazine.   

 

Information on the programme will be uploaded onto the website as soon as it be-

comes available, but in the meantime, book your seats early to avoid disappoint-

ment! 

TONY PARSONS 
Domestic Appliance Engineer 

Cookers                          Driers          Washing Machines 

SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Tel: 01380 723279             Mobile: 07970 117023 

Flora’s Baby Sitting and Dog Walking Services 
 

Do you have a party, wedding, or maybe just a night out? 
I’d love to look after your children so you can relax & 

enjoy your evening! 
 

Is your dog giving you those big sad eyes because it wants a walk? 
I adore dogs & would be delighted to take them out for a good long walk! 

 
Please call, WhatsApp, or Message 

Flora Holloway, 07950 238 119 

http://www.edingtonarts.org
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SCULPTURE EXHIBITION RETURNS TO  
AVEBURY MANOR GARDEN 

 
Sculpture Exhibition in Avebury Manor 
Garden 
 
30 August to 19 October, 10:00 to 17:00, 
Free with normal garden admission 
This autumn, the garden at Avebury Manor  
becomes an outdoor gallery, hosting a 
range of beautiful sculptures and artwork 
set against the backdrop of colourful sea-
sonal planting. Works from 23 artists will 
be on display, with the 2025 list featuring a host of returning names and 
some first-time exhibitors. All sculptures are for sale. Please enquire at visi-
tor reception if you are interested in purchasing any.   
 
No need to book. 
 
More details: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/avebury/events 
 

As ever, please do get in touch if you would like further information. 
Kind regards 
Katheryn Davies  Marketing Volunteer – National Trust Avebury 

Rose and Crown 
Worton 
01380 724202 

 

                             Lunch time opening      Evening opening 
Monday                        Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Tuesday                       Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Wednesday                       Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Thursday                      Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Friday        Closed                    6pm -11.30pm 
Saturday                        12.00 - 2.30               6pm -11.30pm  
Sunday                    12.00 - 2.30               7pm-10pm  

                 

Rolls and sandwiches available. 
 

We have a pool table, darts and skittles. 
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/avebury/events
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Gifts galore at fundraising sale 
for Wiltshire Bobby Van 

 
 
 
THE popular Devizes Autumn 
Fair, which has been running for 
more than 20 years, will once 
again be featuring unique gifts, 
clothes and crafts to raise funds 
for the Wiltshire Bobby Van 
Trust at The Corn Exchange in 
Devizes from 10am to 4.30pm 
on October 3. 
 
The fair will feature dozens of 
stalls from craftsmen and women 
and producers from across the 
South West. There will also be refreshments available at the event’s pop-up café.  
 
Tickets are £5 per person but anyone booking online in advance can get two for the 
price of one. Tickets are available at devizesautumnfair.co.uk. 
 
The charity operates two vans, both staffed by former police officers, which visit 
homes across Wiltshire and Swindon to offer free practical home security measures, 
fire safety assessments and online safety guidance for people over 60 or over 18 with 
a registered disability. It works in partnership with Wiltshire Police and other  
organisations including Victim Support, Age UK, housing associations and Wiltshire 
Council’s trading standards department to identify people who need help and  
reassurance. 
 
Director Jennie Shaw said: “This will be a wonderful chance to get started on the 
Christmas shopping, with so many stalls featuring some unique hand-crafted gifts 
from local producers – and help us to continue keeping older and vulnerable people 
safe in their homes.” 
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Doggy Dilemmas 
 

Guild of Dogs 

Master Professional Dog Training Instructor 

1 to 1’s & training classes 

Home Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council 
 

 
 

Contact Debs on 
 07966 617617 

Email  debsmackay@hotmail.com 
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk 
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Saturday 11th October 
10:00am—12 noon 

Westview House,  

109 High Street, Worton   

Hosted by Sally Collins 

 
 

 

Saturday 8th November 
10:00am—12 noon 

Carpe Diem 

Plough Lane, Marston 

Hosted by Catherine Malli-Dawson 

 

Come enjoy a chat about a good book over a cup of tea or coffee with 

good friends and a biscuit (or three). 

 

BOOK SWAP 
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WORTON & MARSTON LADIES GROUP 

 
 

Summer is now over, moving on to winter evenings, where has the year gone. 
 

By the time you read this, we will have had our September meeting. Helen from 

Wiltshire Museum gave a talk. More on that next month. 
 

October 29th, we hope to have the Poulshot Ladies join us. Monica Ford will give a 

talk/demonstration on ‘Resuscitation’. Something we all need to be familiar with. 

  

Looking ahead to November 26th a Quiz/Games evening is planned. 

  

Anyone interested in joining Ladies Group, please come along and find out what we 

are about; you would be most welcome. 

  

Pam Woods 

01380 726679 

 VILLAGE HALL  
200 CLUB 

 

£50 200 Club Winner for SEPTEMBER: ROBERT MITCHELL  (Bob) 

Congratulations 

Any new residents to the village who would like to join, please contact me on 01380 

726679 for subscription form.  

 

Pam Woods, Administrator, Worton & Marston Village Hall Trustee 

MONTHLY QUIZ  
ROSE & CROWN 

Fancy a quiz night? Come along to you local with Jackie & John at the Rose & 

Crown, Worton. 

Quiz takes place the last SUNDAY of the month 7.30 start 
 

£2 per person, up to five people per team. 
 

All proceeds go to winner’s Charity of Choice. AUGUST QUIZ RAISED £60 

FOR WILTSHIRE & BATH AIR AMBULANCE 
 

Winning team: ‘GOATS REUNITED’ 

Pam Woods (Quiz Mistress) 
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WORTON AND MARSTON GARDEN CLUB 
 

 

You never expect the unexpected, and who could have imagined that the 

Village Show would suffer the ire of Hurricane Erin. The drought that  

seriously challenged the gardeners of Worton and Marston finally ended  

ensuring there was not only wind but rain for the Show. No matter, neither 

drought nor Erin were to any avail as, judging by the produce on display, the 

challenges were successfully met and the new Marquee was more than equal 

to the drizzle. There were a plethora of entries ranging from an exceedingly 

large, rather unseemly beetroot to exquisite fine art, and the mandatory  

calorie intake of the home produce judges would be an interesting statistic. 

The younger generation was well represented with irrefutable evidence of 

burgeoning talent and outstanding cakes could be enjoyed while perusing 

photos which could grace National Geographic. There is more to the art than 

just the camera. All in all, it was a very pleasant day, and our thanks go to 

participants, visitors and judges. 

 

The visit to “The Special Plants Nursery”, was indeed special. The garden 

layout designed by her architect husband, Peter, with colourful, varied and 

superb planting by the renowned plantswoman, Derry Watkins. There was a 

wealth of inspiration, in particular for late colour in our gardens. The tea and 

scrumptious cake in the house also deserve special mention. Finally, there 

was the opportunity to buy some gorgeous and rather special plants in the 

nursery. Well worth a visit. 

 

The next date for your diaries is Monday, the 20th October, when Capability 

Charlotte (surely the clue is in the name) will talk to us about "Resilient  

Gardens for a Changing Climate". Not only timely, but with her wealth of 

knowledge and experience, it should be a fascinating and enlightening talk. 

One can already sense there will be an urgent need to visit a garden centre 

with a long and unusual shopping list. Is there a ‘Cacti are Us’? 

 

The water butts are all replete now that they are no longer needed, and  

perhaps the adage, ‘a single swallow does not a summer make’ is pertinent. 

 

Neil Soni 
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WORTON AND MARSTON VILLAGE SHOW 2025  
Given the dry and hot summer, I was a more than a little fearful of the impact on 
entries to the Village Show this year. However, on the day my anxieties were  
dispelled by the number and range of entries. As ever, the village came up trumps. 
Of course, there were impacts on some classes but on the whole we had a great 
range of exhibits over all the sections. 
 

I would like to thank a range of people who participated who make it the event it is. 
My committee, Sally B, Sally C, Alison, Allison, Neil, Liz and Brendon. We have 
met over the months to review last years efforts and try make the show better but 
easier to manage. 
 

The above plus Giles, Evelyn, Lionel and Dave from the village hall plus various 
others who helped set up the show and others who helped take it down. Andrea and 
Nick and Susan and Liz (I fear I have forgotten someone, apologies) for doing the 
teas and coffees and those who supplied cakes. 
 

For those who entered the show, I think there were 52 separate individuals who did 
so. I hope you enjoyed the process, most would have won some sort of award. I 
think it is better to have 50+ people entering a few things rather than 20 entering 
lots. I hope you got the bug and will enter more next year. For all who contributed a 
raffle prize or a cake 
 

And finally, for everyone who visited the show. We do not count numbers these 
days but it must be well over a hundred. You ate a lot of cake. I think the support 
from the visitors validates the entrants and entries and hopefully encourages people 
to make more of their skills. 
 

As ever, I look for people to join the “committee” to help us plan for next year. New 
voices and ideas are essential to help the show move on and develop. We also al-
ways welcome ideas about the structure of the show, the number of sections, new 
classes, old classes that don’t work, etc. 
Many thanks, Bill Francis, show chair, dfrancis162@btinternet.com 

mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
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BEST KEP VILLAGE COMPETITION 2025 
 

On our first appearance in the Best Kept Village competition in Wiltshire, Worton 

was not amongst the winners in 2025. However, our score of 80/100 placed us in the 

top half of 40 odd villages that took part, and the judges commented favourable on 

the overall look of the village, and on specific elements such as churchyard (despite 

the wall), the village hall, the playing field and Back Lane. We were, however, 

marked down for the map we provided which the judges did not feel provided them 

with sufficient assistance to find their way around the village. It is evident that we 

could be more prescriptive in determining where we want judges to visit—a learn-

ing for the future which can be easily addressed. 

 

Of our neighbouring villages, Seend won the best large village prize in Wiltshire 

with their churchyard and social and community activities especially highlighted 

and Easterton was one of the joint winners of the Newcomer’s category. 

 

The Parish Council will decide in October whether or not Worton should participate 

next year as it was evident work could start earlier (in the Autumn) to prepare for 

2026. The competition undoubtedly acted as a catalyst to spur residents on to im-

proving the look of the village—with the work done on the village hall, the bus 

shelters, the road and pavement edges, and clearing Back Lane particularly notewor-

thy—and in supporting village activities. The cancer afternoon and the village flow-

er show in the village hall were particularly well attended this year and the newcom-

ers evening next February will be a major event given the number of newcomers in 

Primrose Rise and elsewhere. While the numbers supporting the work clearance 

days were disappointing, it was apparent that many residents did make a special 

effort on their own gardens in advance of the judges—for which many thanks. 

 

The recommendation to the Parish Council, therefore, is to enter again in 2026 in 

which case the Parish Council will agree a work plan, starting in the autumn, which 

will be publicised in The Bridge, on the website and on the Worton and Marston 

Facebook so that residents are kept fully informed.  

 

We will be seeking volunteers to assist in specific activities and running events in 

the village hall to promote what is happening. Residents are urged to support these 

work streams as well as working on their own gardens as happened this year.  

 

Our thanks for your support in 2025 and watch this space for 2026! 

 

Councillor Nick Stokes 

On behalf of Worton Parish Council / September 2025 
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WRITING CLUB 
 

The Writing Club met on 8 Sep hosted by Sally Collins.  
 
The prompts this month were invigorating for the imagina-
tion and a tad esoteric. 
 
• Write a story that includes the words ‘pickles’. 
• Do you think water listens? 

 
You wouldn’t think pickles could generate such diverse stories. We were treated to 
an exploration on the etymology of words and a lovely story about a cat. 
 
We decided that it is up for debate as to whether water listens. But here is a poem 
that might sway the verdict. 
 

Hear My Words 
Hear my words of sorrow  
Carry them down the river 

Capture my tears in your rippling mirror 
Mix them in the depths of the ocean 

Wash away my sorrow 
 

Bring me happiness and joy 
Send me leaf boats and dragonflies 

Delight me with the laughter of your ripples  
Their lively dance of merriment brings a smile 

Shower me with comfort 
 

Hear my words of sadness 
Wash away my sorrow 

Send me sounds of joy and laughter 
Shower me with comfort 

Our next meeting is 13 Oct and will be hosted by Ellie Luscombe. All are welcome 
to come and share their words.  
 
If you’re interested in trying your hand (or pen) with the next prompts, please reach 
out to Catherine at editorofthebridge@gmail.com. 
 
It’s not about what you write, or how well your words are crafted, it’s about the fact 
that you write. Writing is creative expression, and to express is to be human. 
 
Catherine 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR WILTSHIRE COUNCILOR 
 

Support for Rural Businesses  
 

There are many fabulous businesses and other organisations providing vital services 

across Devizes Rural West and this month I want to highlight the Rural Hubs grant 

scheme, aimed at supporting businesses, social enterprises, charities, and  

organisations offering essential services in smaller rural areas. 

 

The funding is designed to improve important services in rural areas, such as shops, 

cafés, healthcare and other local services. The Rural Hubs grant will help  

organisations in smaller rural areas set up new services and facilities or improve  

existing ones. It aims to provide new or improved access to services, increase a 

sense of community, and strengthen community cohesion. 

 

The grant can be used for things like refurbishment, or establishing new premises, 

buying equipment, tools; investing in digital technology to enhance services; and 

developing infrastructure for access, such as increasing capacity and opening times. 

However, grants are for capital costs only and so cannot be used for salaries,  

volunteer costs, restocking, operational and day-to-day expenditure, or replacing 

existing equipment. 

 

Grant amounts start from £2,500, with no upper limit. For economic activities driven 

by income, such as farm shops and pubs, applicants must provide at least 40% of the 

total investment costs. For non-economic activities, such as cultural activities,  

applicants must provide at least 25% of the total investment costs.  

 

To be eligible for the Rural Hubs grant, organisations must be a registered company, 

registered charity, mutual benefit society, charitable trust, industrial and provident 

society, or farm partnership. More information is online at Business Fit for Future: 

supporting businesses in Wiltshire. Please let me know if you need any help making 

an application. 

 

There are also several other grant schemes – funded by the UK Shared Prosperity 

Fund, including grants for Start Ups, grants for Growing Businesses, and Fit for Net 

Zero – grants and support for businesses and community organisations investing in 

energy efficiency and sustainability. Please do take a look.  

 

(continued on next page) 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/13966/Business-Fit-for-Future-supporting-businesses-in-Wiltshire
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/13966/Business-Fit-for-Future-supporting-businesses-in-Wiltshire
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Finally, several residents have asked me about the continuing closure of Northgate 

Street, following the kebab shop fire in Devizes. I know that the road closure is in-

credibly frustrating. It adds to traffic issues around the area, especially for those of 

us coming into Devizes from the Caen Hill and Bath Road direction, has affected 

retail businesses in the town and drivers use Whistley Road to try to save time. Un-

fortunately, the building was badly damaged, but as you may know, 2 Northgate 

Street is listed, and a planning application is now being considered for demolition. 

You can read more detail on the Wiltshire Council website at Planning Application: 

PL/2025/06228. I hope for everyone’s benefit that this planning decision can be 

made as soon as possible. I will keep you posted.  

 

Tamara Reay 

Wiltshire Councillor for Devizes Rural West. 

Tel: 07711 824864 Email: tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk   

(continued from previous page) 

80TH ANNIVERSARY VJ EVENT                                   

CELEBRATING THE END OF WW2 
 

Thank you to all those people who made the event so successful! 
 

The event raised £870.00 for the nominated charity “Bound by Veterans.” 

The event also raised £159.00 for Worton and Marston Village Hall. 
 

Special thanks go to Jo Banks, Brian Badge, Paul Ganuszko and members of the 

West Wilts MTV for helping organise the event. Also, Alison Parker and her won-

derful Tunes Group for the lovely Tea-Dance music. Also, all the volunteers who 

helped over the weekend. 
 

Thank you to sponsors: Dennis Brickley and the Devizes Men’s Shed, James 

Phipps, Nick Goss, Brian Badge and The Old Forge Garage. Worton Parish Council 

Solar Fund and Head of Five Lanes school Worton. 
 

Based in Woodborough, Bound by Veterans supports wounded, injured, sick ex-

servicemen and women from all three Services.  For more information about the 

work of the charity visit www.wiltshirebarn.co.uk 
 

Chris and David Johnson 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000FdUX3IAN/pl202506228?tabset-8903c=3
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000FdUX3IAN/pl202506228?tabset-8903c=3
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  WORTON COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 

(Speedwatch sessions are of 45 minutes duration) 
 

We were joined for our session on Tuesday morning at 08.00 by Wiltshire Speed 
Enforcement officer Andy Hicks. He recorded one vehicle travelling at 36 MPH.  
 

The driver will be offered a speed awareness course. 
 

Many thanks, 
Bob 
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MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council meeting schedule 

 
Marston Parish Council’s meetings will take place bi-monthly as follows: 
 
     Tuesday 11th November 2025 
     Tuesday 13th January 2026 
     Tuesday 10th March 2026 
     Tuesday 12th May 2026 
 
Meetings will be held in Marston Chapel at 7pm. 
 
Please submit any agenda items requests or correspondence to 
Clerk@marstonpc.co.uk at least 10 days prior to the meeting taking place. 
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“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver” 
 

Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available 
 
 

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828 
 

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’ 
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We know: 

Most domestic AV equipment  
from (at least) the 1950's onwards     

literally inside out!  

quality refurbished audio products for sale  

Sarsen Roofing 
For all your roofing needs 

Family business 
No job too big or small 
For free quotation, contact 

Sarsen Roofing 

01980 742200 
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Beauty Treatments available in 
village location with free parking. 

Including Facials, Waxing,  
Massage and MUCH MORE. 

 

www.tranquilmoment.co.uk  
 

We look forward to welcoming 
you soon. 

 

The Tranquil Moment  
Unit 2 Manor House Yard  

Poulshot  
SN10 1RY  

 

01380 828297 

http://www.tranquilmoment.co.uk/
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(continued on next page) 
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Mark Mason Carpentry & Joinery LTD 

All aspects of carpentry & joinery undertaken, including:  

• Bespoke windows and doors 
• Wood flooring 
• House refurbishments 
• Bookcase and bedroom furniture 
• Sliding sash window repairs 

07973 381489 
01380 816867 
markmason37@gmail.com 
markmasoncarpentry.co.uk 

07917818145             07876433655 01380 725652     07876433655 
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KIDS CORNER 
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FLOWER OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COSMOS 
(Asteraceae) 

You're a cosmos flower 
and it's still spring 

Hold on a little longer 
dry your tears and wait, 

for the fall 
you will bloom beautifully                                                  
                                 Twabi 

 
Native to the prairies of Mexico, Cosmos are often grown for their longevity in flow-

er arrangements. They bring levity to wild flower fields and gardens alike with their 

long stems and swaying colourful heads. They are often a feature of decorations dur-

ing the Mexican celebration Dia de los muertos (Day of the Dead) for their late 

blooms and colourful petals. 

 

The name originates from the Greek word for ‘order’ or ‘harmony’ which is interest-

ing because when you see a bed of cosmos there is very little order to their sprawling 

bobbing heads, although they sway in harmony with the wind. Perhaps the order 

comes more from the symmetry of their perfect petals. 

 

Cosmos come in an array of colours. They range from yellow, to pink, to deep red, 

orange and white. Most are single colour, but can come in semi-double or double 

depending on the variety. 

 

They are hardy and grow well in full sun with well-draining soil. They can be annual 

or perennial and self-seed easily so be prepared to either keep them in check of let 

them run wild and dance across your garden. 

 

(sources: gardenia.net; bioexplorer.net) 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE IN  
THE BRIDGE? 

 

If you own a local business, there is no better way to  
connect with your customers than through the local Parish magazine. 

 

In The Bridge, you will reach over 300 readers every month. Readers 
support the businesses who advertise in  

The Bridge.  
And the annual rates are reasonable, too. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Catherine 
editorofthebridge@gmail.com 

Price of 1/4 page: £45 

Price of 1/2 page: £75 

Price of full page: £98 

Adhoc adverts (quote based) 
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(continued on next page) 

USEFUL VILLAGE CONTACTS - 2025  

 

The Bridge:  
     Editor - Catherine Malli-Dawson editorofthebridge@gmail.com 
                                                                07984 301 258 
     Distribution - Richard Costen     richardcosten434@hotmail.com  
                                                                07854 195 162 
 
 

Book Swap: Judy Shercliff  judy.shercliff@gmail.com  01380 723136 
 
 
  

Christ Church, Worton (part of the Wellsprings Benefice):  
     Contact the Benefice Office on 07516 224057 or  
     at contact.wellsprings@gmail.co.uk 
 
 

Cricket (Worton and Poulshot): Giles Collins 07530 771405 
                                                       giles.collins@btinternet.com 
 
 

Football (The Badgers):  Club President Pete Huntley 07974 756131 
                                         or Club Secretary Rob Nuttall 07706 167347 
Garden Club:  
     Alison Parker    07786 985741    aelparker@aol.com 
     Sally Brooks     07957 917851    svwood90@hotmail.com 
     Village Show    Bill Francis  01380 739986  
                               dfrancis162@btinternet.com      
 
 

Ladies Group: Pam Woods   01380 726679    
     Meet last Wednesday each month 7:30pm, in the Village Hall. 
 
 

Link Scheme: Lyn Vickers Transport Coordinator 07413 912828 
                        Alun Newman (Chair ) 
                        wandmlink@gmail.com for further information 
 
 

Marston Chapel 
      Rev.d Gary Gotham 01380 724264  gary.gotham@gmail.com 
 
Marston Parish Council: Steven Bennett 
                                           clerk@marstonpc.co.uk 

 
 

Newspaper Delivery: Richard Walker 07702 868863 
 
Rose and Crown: John & Jackie  01380 724202       
 
 

School (Five Lanes):   admin@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk 
 
 

mailto:judy.shercliff@gmail.com
mailto:contact.wellsprings@gmail.co.uk
mailto:aelparker@aol.com
mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
mailto:wandmlink@gmail.com
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(continued from previous page) 

SpeedWatch: Bob Mitchell   speedwatchworton@gmail.com 
 
 

Tennis: Seend Tennis Club: Sally Jackson    07798 564712 
              Devizes Tennis Club: Barry Devine 07809 221341 
                        Monday, Wednesday, Friday mornings.  

       
 
 

Village Hall (Worton and Marston):  
     For the Chair:  WMVHChair@yahoo.com     07707 241389 
 

     For Bookings: bookings4vh@gmail.com        07385 162999 
     For Invoices, payments, general financial communications 
                            treasurer4vh@gmail.com 
     For Maintenance: wmvhmaintenance@yahoo.com 
 
 

Wiltshire Council: Tamara Reay  
                   Wiltshire Councillor of Devizes Rural West 
                    tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk   07711 824864 
 
 

Worton Parish Council:  
    Chair: Malcolm Powell 
    Other Parish Councillors: Chris Collins  Nick Stokes   Brian Badge 
    Anthony Higgins  David Johnson  Ed Marks  Richard Parsons 

 

 
Worton United Charities:  
Trustee Chair  Bill Francis dfrancis162@btinternet.com 
 
 

(Please contact me (editorofthebridge@gmail.com) if there are any  
contacts you would like to add, change or remove.) 

October 
 

Autumn Winds 
 

Autumn winds begins to blow. 
Coloured leaves fall fast and slow. 

Whirling, twirling all around. 
Till at last they touch the ground. 

 
Owen  

mailto:wortonspeedwatch@gmail.com
mailto:WMVHChair@yahoo.com
mailto:reay@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
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WORTON & MARSTON BUS SCHEDULE 

NOTE: Not all stops are shown in the above schedules 
(Source: https://bustimes.org/services/76-trowbridge-steeple-ashton-worton-devizes) 
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Historical Extracts from The Bridge (October 1995) 
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Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15
th

 OCTOBER 2025 
Catherine Malli-Dawson, Editor  

Telephone: 07984 301 258 
email address:   editorofthebridge@gmail.com 

REGULAR MEETINGS  
Around the Village 

 

Village Hall 
• Garden Club   

     3rd Monday 7.00pm start (not Aug) 

• Ladies Group 

     Last Wednesday 7:30pm (not Aug/Dec) 

• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies 

Tuesdays 6pm-7.30pm 

• Potterne Rainbows                 

     Tuesdays 4.45pm-5.45pm 

• Worton Parish Council Meeting 

     1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on                    

notice boards 

      

In the Chapel at Marston 
 

• Marston Meditation 

     1st & 3rd Sunday 6pm start 

• Marston Parish Council Meeting 

(as shown on notice boards) 

VILLAGE DIARY 

Kerbside Collections 
in OCTOBER 

Worton & Marston 
 

Black box and Blue lidded  
Bin recycling:  

OCT 14th, & 28th 

Household waste: 

OCT 9th, & 23rd 

Garden waste: 

OCT 10th & 24th 

 
Close Lane, Marston 

 

Black box and Blue lidded bin 
recycling:  

OCT 7th, & 21st 
 

Household waste: 
OCT 2nd, 16th, & 30th 

 

Worton and  
Marston Link                                                                                                                         

 
 

If you need help with transport 
for hospital appointments  

visiting the doctor and dentist or other  
important journeys. 

 

 Call  W&M Link on    

07413 912828 

Forthcoming Events 

11th    Book Swap 
20th    Garden Club 
26th    Ladies Group 

Mobile Library 
Location: The School   
                 1.10pm - 1.50pm   
Next Date:  Monday 6 October 
 

Call Wiltshire Library Services 
on 01225 713727 for information 

For distribution questions: 
 

Richard Costen 
richardcosten434@hotmail.com                                                     
07854 195 162 


