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“ THE BRIDGE “

Editor: Catherine Malli-Dawson editorofthebridge@gmail.com

A Note From the Editor

Slowing Down

As Autumn settles around us with thickening skies and falling leaves I
find myself drawn to the garden to sit and admire the myriad colours.
September’s showers brightened everything and encouraged a late
bloom here and there. But with the autumn equinox passing, I feel the
slowing of growth, the digging deeper of worms, the curling of leaves
and the departing of birds. It’s time to wrap a jumper over my shoul-
ders, sip a warm cup of tea and sit back and relax into the coming
cooler weather.

While our gardens are slowing, events in and around the villages are
doing the opposite. It’s time to start thinking about the Christmas (yes,
I said Christmas) festivities. There’s still time to visit the sculpture
garden in Avebury, before the Race Night, comedian, and musical
concerts in October and November. Then there are the Advent Con-
cert, Beer and Carols and Carols by Candlelight in December just to
name a few of the activities in the coming months.

And for all the Newcomers in the villages, there is the planning of the
Newcomer party in February 2026. The Newcomers Committee will
be meeting in November to begin preparations for the event. We will
be reaching out for volunteers to help with setup, food, cleanup. Etc.
So, if you’re new to the village or know someone who has recently
moved in, please reach out and let us know so that we can make sure
the invite list is updated.

Catherine

Page 3



The Bridge October 2025
PASTORAL LETTER

Maureen’s Ramblings......

I’m campaigning for more funerals to be held in church! When I was ordained as a
priest, the Bishop said “with all God’s people, you are to tell the story of God’s
love and minister to the sick and prepare the dying for their death”. It has been my
privilege to come alongside many people who are facing their final journey and
with the ones who are left behind to grieve and mourn, with much discussion about
the possibility of eternity. It has been my privilege to lead hundreds of Services of
Remembrance and Thanksgiving for those who have been part of the communities
where [ have served. It is something the church is very good at doing. It has had a
lot of practice over the centuries!

But so often these days, people don’t come to church for the funeral service. Maybe
they mistakenly think that it will all be solemn prayers and misery, a daunting
thought if a family says they are not particularly religious or regular churchgoers.
But everyone, religious or not, is welcome to have a church funeral in the place
where they live and be buried (or the ashes buried) in the churchyard, which holds
the history of a village. The funeral liturgy will be handled sensitively and pastoral-
ly to recognize each individual situation and holds a structure in which we can
move through our emotions, express our thanksgiving and share the uniqueness of
the loved one’s life in poems, tributes from a family member or friend, and with
significant pieces of music and songs.

I think it’s important to know that the priest offers on-going pastoral care for the
grieving for as long as it takes and that there are also no time constraints with the
next funeral waiting at the door. And the atmosphere in church with its centuries of
history, hope, faith and worship can hold us in our grief.

I recently had a discussion with a bereaved family who declared themselves not
religious. But, as we talked, I learned that their mum, tho’ rarely a churchgoer, had
been baptized; she had talked of her loved ones as being in heaven and, possibly
like all of us, had a wavering faith in the divine and eternity, feeling that there was
“something there”. We had an uplifting service. Her son later contacted me saying
how comforting it was to have a vicar there, how the service had been a wonderful
tribute to his mum and ‘being in church made it all seem right and proper’.

The ritual of gathering in a holy space enables us to express the depth of our grief,
celebrate and be thankful for those we love and to commit them lovingly into what-
ever the future holds. There are moments of intense poignancy within the funeral
service, with familiar and comforting words, which enable the pain to be felt and
acknowledged within a safe and peaceful environment. Yes, the church does do
good funerals!

The Revd. Maureen Allchin, “retired’’ priest
1

Page 4




The Bridge October 2025

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Churchyard Wall Update September 14th

The Consistory Court of the Diocese of Salisbury has granted a faculty
authorising permission to undertake the repair of the Churchyard Wall. It has
taken nearly a year dealing with bureaucracy for us to finally be in a position to
proceed with restoring the wall. The approved contractor has revisited the site
and is currently in the process of finalising the team to commence work.

Christ Church PCC

Poppy Collection
Our long serving village volunteers will begin their house-to-house poppy sell-
ing on Sunday 26th October, and it would be greatly encouraging if everyone
felt able to buy their poppies this way. In these increasingly cashless times
please consider putting some hard &/or folding currency to one side as the date
approaches.

Remembrance Sunday
This year is on the 9th November. Arrangements are set out in the Church Ser-
vice Calendar.

Armistice Day
It is the custom of our villages to attend at the War Memorial by the Village
Hall to observe a simple Act of Remembrance consisting of the Exhortation,
two minutes silence and the Kohima Address. We gather in time for the Act to
begin at 11:00am on Tuesday 11th November.

Tom Holloway
Worton House

F HANNAH JOYCE Dip, FH MCFHP MFHP
FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
For all your foot care needs
Visiting Practice offering Advice and Home Appointments
Contact: 07831960688
email: hannahrose1607@gmail.com
Registered member of The College of Foot Health Professionals

Page 5



The Bridge

October 2025
SERVICE CALENDAR
OCTOBER
Sun Oct Sth  TRINITY 16 CHRIST CHURCH
9.30am Holy Communion
MARSTON CHAPEL
6.00pm Mindfulness
Sun Oct 12th TRINITY 17 CHRIST CHURCH
9.30am Family Service
Sun Oct 19th TRINITY 18 CHRIST CHURCH
9.30am Holy Communion
MARSTON CHAPEL
6.00pm Mindfulness
Sun Oct 26th LAST AFTER TRINITY CHRIST CHURCH
9.30am Morning Praise
NOVEMBER

Sun Nov 2nd ALL SAINTS/ALL SOULS CHRIST CHURCH

9.30am Holy Communion
MARSTON CHAPEL
6.00pm Mindfulness

The wedding of Kathryn Gilmartin and Edward Mardon took place
in Christ Church during August.

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk
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FROM CHRIST CHURCH
What a great weekend at Christ Church on 13th/14th September.

There was a second opportunity for people to come for an update on the
progress of the “Wall Appeal’ and to contribute if they wished, and to enjoy
coffee cake and chat with friends. Thank you to all who helped and to those
who made donations to the Appeal.

Church was open all day to welcome riders and striders who were taking part
in the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust event, Ride and Stride. We had 2
cyclists taking part on behalf of Christ Church, Catherine Bridger who cycled
50 miles and visited 29 churches and Tony Brewer who cycled 84 miles and
visited 63 churches. An amazing achievement by both of them, raising
money which is shared between the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust and
Christ Church. The Trust awards grants for churches towards preservation,
maintenance and repair. A huge well done!

The following day, the Family Service Harvest event took place. It was
planned and led by the families, with the children all taking part in readings,
and creating beautifully decorated bags for folks to take home some of the
produce which had been donated to the Harvest Market. It was an amazing
colourful display of all kinds of fruit, vegetables, homemade apple juices,
baked goods on offer to anyone who called in. There was an incredibly lively
and happy atmosphere, all agreed what a great morning. Thank you to Greta,
Harriet, Lydia and Sarah and families for all their time and effort in this.
Great team work!

There was also a collection of goods for Devizes Food Bank with thanks to
Sally and Giles for their help in delivering to the Food Bank.

Watch out for more information on the Race night which will be held on 1*
November.

Christ Church PCC
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N P WELLSPRINGS BENEFICE SERVICES
Weleprings OCTOBER 2025

Sunday 5™ (Trinity 16}

dam Communion (BCP) Potterne
$:30am Communion Waorlon
9:30am Matins (BCP) Poulshot
11am Harvest Festival Communion Potterne
11am Harvest Festival Communion Seend
Gpm Harvest Festival Evensong (BCF) Bulkington
Sunday 12" (Trinity 17)

dam Communion (BCP) Seend
9:30am Communion (BCP) Poulshot
9:30am Family Service Worton
11am Communion Bulkington
11am Communion Potterne
Gpm Evensong (BCP) Potterne
Friday 17*

3:30pm Messy Church Potterne Village Hall
Sunday 19" (Trinity 18)

dam Communion (BCP) Potterne
9:30am Morning Praise Bulkington
$:30am Communion Waorlon
11am Morning Praise Potterne
11am High Eucharist (BCP) Seend
4pm Evensong (BCP) Poulshot
Sunday 26™ (Last after Trinity)

9:30am Communion (BCP) Poulshot
9:30am Morning Praise Worton
11am Communion Bulkington
11am Communion Seend
11am Communion Potterne
4pm Evensong (BCP) Seend
Weds 29"

Spm Celtic Service Poulshot

Every Tuesday, 93am Said Mating at Poulshot

Churches are open for private prayer during the week.

Please vigit our website www.wellspringzbenefice.co.uk for more details of all our
services, latest updates and to keep in touch.
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Ministry Team

Rector: Rev Gerry Lynch 07521 440 622
Associate Priest: Rev Caroline O'Meill 01380 828302
Benefice Administrator: Sarah Leckie 07516 224057

sarahleckie. wba@@gmail.com
Church Reqgisters

Mo baptisms, weddings or funerals this month.

Worton United Charities

REMINDER: The Charity is able to offer some financial support to residents of Worton or
Marston who are facing times of hardship. Please contact one of the Trustees named below.

All contacts or requests are dealt with in strictest confidence.

The Trustees
Bill Francis (dfrancis162@btinternet.com), June Mason, Alison Cross, Chris
Nixon, Revd Gerry Lynch

THE WELLSPRINGS BENEFICE
REFRESHER AND TRAINING COURSES 2025

you are not currently involved in the specific areas of ministry. It is intended that all who are currently
involved in the specific areas of ministry attend the related courses, if possible.

These courses will be led by Rev. Maureen Allchin and the venue is 4 Northfields, Bulkington, SN10 1SE
Each course will be from 10.30-12.30 on Saturdays.

Saturday, Intercessory Prayer in church.

September 6%, 2025 This is for all those who lead or would like to lead intercessions in our (or other)
churches and who would like to learn more about intercessory prayer.

Saturday Lay Ministers of the Sacrament (Eucharistic Ministers) assist with the

October 18%, 2025 distribution of Holy Communion during church services and can take
consecrated bread and wine to those who are sick or unable to attend church.

Saturday Looking after the linen, vessels and vestments. This is for all who prepare our

November 29%, 2025 Eucharistic services and care for the vessels, linens and vestments and who
prepare the altar for services.

Please contact Maureen Allchin as soon as possible to let her know if you will be attending and which
course (s) you will come to. This is important as she will need to know numbers for refreshments and
handouts, etc. If you are unable to attend on a specific date — please let Maureen know, as courses might be
repeated in 2026 if there is enough interest.

If you would like further details of any of these courses or to put your name on the attendance list, please
contact: The Revd. Maureen Allchin maureen@mallchin.couk 07421 137462
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Friday 17" October

3.30 pm-5.15 pm

Potterne Village Hall, Mill Road, SN10 5ND
(parking available at the hall and old school)

Crafts - games
worship
food = fun

You are welcome to arrive any time in the first hour.
Refreshments when you arrive, then crafts and activities,
Bible story and song, followed by a sit-down family meal

Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult
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FAMILY OF CHURCHES

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN DECEMBER!! (Too soon?)

Worton and Marston Family of Churches will, as usual, be organising the following
two seasonal events:-

BEER AND CAROLS at the Rose and Crown on Monday
December 1°7 at 7:00PM.

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT at Marston Chapel on Sun-
day December 7" at 6:00pm.
More details next month!

Jean Lane 722069

The Worton and Marston Link Scheme

We are your village charity offering transport for doctor visits and
medical appointments.
If you would like to use our services call Lyn on 07413 912828
or email wandmlink@gmail.com to find out more
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Can we live with a missing link?

As we all know Worton and Marston enjoy a wonderful location in rural Wiltshire.
We have fabulous views with plenty of country lanes, footpaths and bridleways. If
you have a car then access to the surrounding villages, towns and cities doesn’t even
require driving on a motorway. However, if you can’t drive or don’t have access to a
car then life is a lot more complicated. Taxis are expensive and the very limited bus
service is infrequent. If you needed to get to Bath for a hospital appointment without
a car you might be able to do it by bus, but depending on your time of return a taxi
would be required, or somewhere to stay overnight!

Luckily our village currently has a small group of volunteers who help fill some of
the gap. They drive village residents to hospital and doctor appointments each week.
This service is performed by the Worton and Marston Link charity and makes a huge
difference to those who need transport assistance. What makes our Link scheme
successful is having a pool of volunteers from the village who offer their time to
drive. In return a mileage allowance is paid to help cover costs.

The Link continues to be in high demand, but unfortunately our pool of drivers
continues to decrease and has now reached a critical level. If more drivers are not
found, the village Link scheme will soon be unsustainable and have to stop operating.
This will have a devastating impact on some of our more vulnerable residents who
rely on the Link.

The good news is that there are a lot of residents in the village who could help, like
you. We are not expecting full time drivers but if you think you could spare a couple
of hours occasionally we would be delighted. A lot of our trips are for local doctor
appointments in Devizes and Market Lavington. Just adding more drivers to the pool
of volunteers will provide resiliency and keep the charity operating.

Please give this some serious thought and if you think you might be able to help then
email Alun Newman at wandmlink@gmail.com. Alternatively you can call Lyn on
07413 912828 to find out more.
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Worton and Marston Village Hall

Run for the community by volunteers

Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing -
fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall
for the benefit of the community

Visit our website www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.org.uk
or e-mail the Village Hall Booking Secretary at booking4vh@gmail.com

The village hall also has a new
8m x 3m marquee.
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions.
It takes 2-3 people around 1.5 hours to put up.
It is available for hire for a £50 donation.

Please contact:
Village Hall Booking Secretary
booking4vh@gmail.com
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(") Abney & Baker

Putting the care into homecare

B Gl o

We care. Our commitment to supporting our care

team, ensures you get happy, well-trained carers

that guarantee your care and support is done the
way you would want it.

Your satisfaction is our commitment. You have
complete freedom to make decisions about your
care. We're here every step of the way to guide
you on your care journey.

Find out more at
abney.link/care
or call us today on
0333 043 4880

mploces' =
o 2 BathlLife
. AWARDS 2024
= 3
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APEX

I P PROPERTY

SOLUTIONS

All aspects of building, landscaping and fencing works

undertaken
e |nternal Renovations e Garden Transformations
e Brickwork * Block Paving
e Steels & Lintels e Landscaping
e Carpentry e Decking
e Patios * Fencing

Contact us for a free quote!

Dan - 07379 037522  ApexPropertySolutionsUK@gmail.com

GAIGER

WHISTLEY CANINE COUNTRY CLUB
AND CATTERY

Our Modern Luxury Heated Cattery
For Tiny Tigers is Now Open

Five Star Rated By Wiltshire Council

O ] 3 8 O 7 2 2 4 ] 2 Luxury Holiday Venue For Our

Canine Friends
Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome
Potterne Devizes
A 01380 738189/726330

Helping build a brighter community 47 Please see our website for more details
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EDINGTON ARTS

BOOKING OPENS FOR THE ADVENT CONCERT

General booking for Edington Arts’ very popular Advent Concert opens on October
14th, online through their website at www.edingtonarts.org or by phone from
Chrissy on 01380 831256. Angels’ priority booking, which benefits from a 10%
discount on the ticket price, will begin on October 7.

The concert is on Saturday December 6™, at 7.30pm in Edington Priory Church, and
will be given by the excellent chapel choir of the Queen’s College, Oxford. Over
the past few years this mixed voice choir of between 25 and 30 singers has devel-
oped into one of the most active and highly regarded university choirs in the coun-
try, a “jewel in the British Choral scene”, according to BBC Music Magazine.

Information on the programme will be uploaded onto the website as soon as it be-
comes available, but in the meantime, book your seats early to avoid disappoint-
ment!

TONY PARSONS

Domestic Appliance Engineer

Cookers Driers Washing Machines
SERVICE & REPAIRS
Tel: 01380 723279 Mobile: 07970 117023

Flora’s Baby Sitting and Dog Walking Services %o
A2
Do you have a party, wedding, or maybe just a night out? ~ \___/
I’d love to look after your children so you can relax & A0

enjoy your evening!

Is your dog giving you those big sad eyes because it wants a walk?
I adore dogs & would be delighted to take them out for a good long walk!

Please call, WhatsApp, or Message
Flora Holloway, 07950 238 119
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over

! Business Breakfast

Friendly & Supportive Business Networking In Devizes

Who are we? el
Business over Breakfast (BOB) is a friendly and supportive group = /!0 §='1
which has been helping businesses get established and thrive , 004,

&
for over 15 years. We meet twice a month at the Bridge Inn, Devizes, 4 3‘.&*
over breakfast to exchange referrals and share good business practices.

Why join an established business group?

@u Business Referrals
Referrals are passed between members during each meeting so in essence the
whole group can become members of your local sales team!
% One Member Per Business Type
Only one member per business type in BoB means you can build a network within
and around the group as the exclusive supplier and expert in your field.
% Training & Mutual Support
We have a series of training events and encourage members to have their own
121 meetings to build strong and mutually supportive business relationships.
[ ERs SRR
./~ Great Fun Breakfast *<&=

The quality of the BoB breakfast is renowned and there is always good-humoured
banter. We also meet outside the meetings for 1215 and social events, including
a Christmas party and annual summer BBQ. S

To arrange a visit and to ensure that the category you are interested in
is available please email us today.

e: committee@bob-devizes.co.uk w: bob-devizes.co.uk
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WILTSHIRE BUILDINGS RECORD
STUDY DAY

SATURDAY
18 OCTOBER 2025

10.30 — 16.30 (FROM 10.00)

THE AGE OF INNOVATION -
BUILDINGS IN THE

19™ CENTURY

“* WILLIAM MORRIS AND HIS IDEAL HOME
CLAUDIA SUCKLING

“*THE VICTORIAN MODEL FARM IN WILTSHIRE
JULIAN ORBACH

“*FROM ANCIENT GREECE & MEDIEVALISM TO GAS FIRES &
ELECTRIC LIGHTING: VICTORIAN INTERIORS

ANTHONY COUSINS

< FROM ROGUES TO ROYALTY: RACECOURSES
ROLAND SMITH

“* QUAKER ARCHITECT BRIGHTWEN BINYON 1846 -1905
MICHAEL GRAY

“THE POLITE REVOLUTION — WILTSHIRE BUILDINGS IN19™ C
DOROTHY TREASURE

At The Corn Exchange, Devizes, SN10 1HS
£26, Senior Citizens £25, Students £21, Members £19.50

,,}\“‘e 8"?0 Optional Buffet Lunch (booked in advance) ,}‘QE 8"’(0

5 @ z et 3 @ z

%4 & 01249 705508 dorothy.treasure@wiltshire.gov.uk 7 &d &
ECORY

e o i fecor®
www.wiltshirebuildingsrecord.org.uk
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Worton & Marston Village Hall

RACE NIGHT

Experience the thrill of the race! Join us for an
unforgettable evening of horse racing excitement.

Saturday VILLAGE HALL
1 November 2025 7-10PM

£10 per person includes food
Gather your friends and book a table

Cash
Bar

07711 255 600 Helen Bodman

07984 301 258 Catherine Malli-Dawson
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SCULPTURE EXHIBITION RETURNS TO
AVEBURY MANOR GARDEN

Sculpture Exhibition in Avebury Manor |
Garden B

30 August to 19 October, 10:00 to 17:00,
Free with normal garden admission

This autumn, the garden at Avebury Manor
becomes an outdoor gallery, hosting a
range of beautiful sculptures and artwork
set against the backdrop of colourful sea-
sonal planting. Works from 23 artists will
be on display, with the 2025 list featuring a host of returning names and
some first-time exhibitors. All sculptures are for sale. Please enquire at visi-
tor reception if you are interested in purchasing any.

No need to book.

More details: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/avebury/events

As ever, please do get in touch if you would like further information.
Kind regards
Katheryn Davies Marketing Volunteer — National Trust Avebury

Rose and Crown
Worton

01380 724202
Lunch time opening  Evening opening
Monday Closed 6pm -11pm
Tuesday Closed 6pm -11pm
Wednesday Closed 6pm -11pm
Thursday Closed 6pm -11pm
Friday Closed 6pm -11.30pm
Saturday 12.00 - 2.30 6pm -11.30pm
Sunday 12.00 - 2.30 7pm-10pm

Rolls and sandwiches available.

We have a pool table, darts and skittles.
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.
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THE WILTSHIRE
BOBBY VAN TRUST

Registered Charity No: 1153790

THE WILTSHIRE

BOBBY VAN
TRUST | |

Gifts galore at fundraising sale
for Wiltshire Bobby Van

THE popular Devizes Autumn

Fair, which has been running for | Jlie S - - =
more than 20 years, will once | = '
again be featuring unique gifts,
clothes and crafts to raise funds
for the Wiltshire Bobby Van
Trust at The Corn Exchange in
Devizes from 10am to 4.30pm
on October 3.

The fair will feature dozens of
stalls from craftsmen and women [
and producers from across the
South West. There will also be refreshments available at the event’s pop-up café.

Tickets are £5 per person but anyone booking online in advance can get two for the
price of one. Tickets are available at devizesautumnfair.co.uk.

The charity operates two vans, both staffed by former police officers, which visit
homes across Wiltshire and Swindon to offer free practical home security measures,
fire safety assessments and online safety guidance for people over 60 or over 18 with
a registered disability. It works in partnership with Wiltshire Police and other
organisations including Victim Support, Age UK, housing associations and Wiltshire
Council’s trading standards department to identify people who need help and
reassurance.

Director Jennie Shaw said: “This will be a wonderful chance to get started on the
Christmas shopping, with so many stalls featuring some unique hand-crafted gifts
from local producers — and help us to continue keeping older and vulnerable people
safe in their homes.”
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® [ J \ @
o e\ ¢
Sunday 26" October 3.00pm - 530pm

Town Hall, St John's Street, Devizes, SN10 1BN

G Nusical gm ¢

An afternoon with local star Carly
Paoli, Glorious Arias and your top
musical favourites.

Doors open: 2.30pm
Carly Paoli:  3.15pm
Posh Tea: 4.00pm

Tickets £20 per person.

Scan the QR code
to book today!

Or visit:

ticketlab.apy

e %a///(

One seat will win
this fabulous Muscat
Grapes print donated
by RHS Gold Medal
local artist Ann Swan.

Please contact Patricia Goodenough for more information
on, Devi 07982201781 pg@advent-uk.com
f Alzheimer’s Suppo! and Christ Church Worton.
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Devizes Arts Festival presents an Autumn
Comedy Night featuring.

Simon Evans - Staring at the Sun.

Corn Exchange Devizes, Devizes, SN10 1THS
Fri 14th November 2025 8:00PM

Simon Evans is one of the UK's most respected and best-loved comedians, known
for his sharp wit, intelligent material and polished delivery. A regular on BBC Radio
4 and familiar from appearances on Live at the Apollo and Michael Mcintyre’s
Roadshow, he has been performing at the top of his game for over 25 years.
Praised for his clean, sophisticated humour and trademark dry style, Evans is a
master of grown-up comedy.

“An evening with Simon Evans is like a glass of the finest single malt — smooth,
complex and very funny.” %%k %% — The Scotsman

“Super-sharp wit... a masterclass in intelligent comedy.” — Chortle
Simon will be supported by Dan Evans, who has been making people laugh for
over 20 years and has written for many other performers including Mickey

Flanagan, Milton Jones, Zoe Lyons and Frankie Boyle.

Tickets available now via the Devizes Arts Festival Website
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broadbent

SOLICITORS

We have an Buying & Selling Property
Making a Will

feam Powers of Attorney
of lawyers to help Family Law

. Probate & Trusts
with your ;

Commercial Property

Business Sales & Purchases

www.battbroadbent.co.uk Salisbury Office: 01722 411141
service@battbroadbent.co.uk Chippenham Office: 01249 472 444

The Old Forge Garage Ltd

88 High Street

Waorton

MNr Devizes

Wilts

SMN10 5RU
theoldforgegarage@aol.com
01380738142

N /

MOT Testing & repairs

Servicing & repairsto all makes and models of vehicles
Engine Diagnostics

Air Conditioning recharge

Wheel Alignment
Welding

Exhausts, Brakes & Batteries
Pick up and delivery service available
We also offer caravan and trailer storage at very com petitive rates,

FAMILY RUN GARAGE OFFERING EXCELLENT SERVICE
AT A COMPETITIVE PRICE

. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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CHERRY FARM
— KITCHEN —

Horsebox cafe with locally sourced coffee,

homemade bakes, bacon rolls & paninis.

Courtyard scating and takcaway available.

Cherry Farm, Cheverell Road, Worton, Devizes,
SNIO5UN

fU.ﬂcl1c|'|'_\'lhr|nl\'ilchcn

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
NEEDED!

Your Worton and Marston
Link Scheme needs you:

We are your village charity offering transport for doctor visits and medical
appointments.

The scheme urgently needs volunteers who use their own cars to help clients without

their own means of transport. Drivers are paid a mileage allowance to cover the costs
of fuel.

Driving for the Link scheme is a great way to give something back to your community
by helping out those who are in need.

To find out more call Lyn on: 07413 912828
or email wandmlink@gmail.com
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AQUALIS LID

Est. 2002

Plumbing Engineers- Bathroom & Wetroom Specialists

@ ey www.aqualisbathrooms.co.uk
07976 002862

aqualis@btinternet.com William Gould (MCIPHE RP)
' ' 15 Gaisford Chase, Worton SN10 5RX

Silkwise Catering—Eric Lepine

Bespoke catering for events large and small:
Weddings and Occasions for up to 180, Drinks &
Dinner/Shooting Parties, Drop off Hot or Cold
Buffets for family and other occasions, Wakes,
Corporate Catering.

| can provide: International Cuisine, Canapés, Speciality Barbecues, Giant
Paella, Buffet and Finger Food Buffet.... Staff for all occasions.

I am a French chef based in Seend with 35 years experience workingin
prestigious hotels and restaurants in Europe and England. | am also a Licensee.

Get on our email list for details of our regular themed Pop Up Restaurants
ericlepine@silkwise.co.uk 07787 557 599 www.silkwisecatering.co.uk
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8>
Trefoil Guild
Wiltshire South
Are you 18 and over?
Are you looking for something new?

Come and join the Trefoil Guild!

We are a non-uniform organisation that acts as a branch of
GirlGuiding — for friendship, fun, opportunities and new challenges.

While many members have been, or still are, actively involved in
GirlGuiding, we welcome everyone, with or without previous
involvement in the Guide or Scout Movement.

A warm welcome awaitsyu at one of our meetings at:
The Guide Hall
Coate
Devizes SN10 3LU
We meet on the third Tuesday of each month from 2-4pm.
For more information, please contact:

Sally Jenkinson (07947 060763) sallyjenks51@gmail.com

You can read more about the Trefoil Guild at: www.trefoilguild.co.uk
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MARSTON CHAPEL

Doors open at 5:45pm
; All are welcome

gary.gotham@gmail.com
mobile 07946 475587 §

Doggy Dilemmas

Guild of Dogs

Master Professional Dog Training Instructor
1 to 1’s & training classes

Home Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council

ok

Doggy Dilemmas

Contact Debs on
07966 617617
Email debsmackay@hotmail.com
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk
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BOOK SWAP

Saturday 11" October
10:00am—12 noon

Westview House,
109 High Street, Worton
Hosted by Sally Collins

Saturday 8™ November
10:00am—12 noon
Carpe Diem
Plough Lane, Marston
Hosted by Catherine Malli-Dawson

Come enjoy a chat about a good book over a cup of tea or coffee with
good friends and a biscuit (or three).

Y, M Godding Books

Thousands of Rare, Used and
Antique books for sale
www.mgoddingltd.co.uk
mgoddingbooks@outlook.com
Houses clearances. Books bought in volume
01380 829730
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WORTON & MARSTON LADIES GROUP

Summer is now over, moving on to winter evenings, where has the year gone.

By the time you read this, we will have had our September meeting. Helen from
Wiltshire Museum gave a talk. More on that next month.

October 29", we hope to have the Poulshot Ladies join us. Monica Ford will give a
talk/demonstration on ‘Resuscitation’. Something we all need to be familiar with.

Looking ahead to November 26™ a Quiz/Games evening is planned.

Anyone interested in joining Ladies Group, please come along and find out what we
are about; you would be most welcome.

Pam Woods
01380 726679

VILLAGE HALL
200 CLUB

£50 200 Club Winner for SEPTEMBER: ROBERT MITCHELL (Bob)
Congratulations

Any new residents to the village who would like to join, please contact me on 01380
726679 for subscription form.

Pam Woods, Administrator, Worton & Marston Village Hall Trustee

MONTHLY QUIZ
ROSE & CROWN

Fancy a quiz night? Come along to you local with Jackie & John at the Rose &
Crown, Worton.
Quiz takes place the last SUNDAY of the month 7.30 start

£2 per person, up to five people per team.

All proceeds go to winner’s Charity of Choice. AUGUST QUIZ RAISED £60
FOR WILTSHIRE & BATH AIR AMBULANCE

Winning team: ‘GOATS REUNITED’
Pam Woods (Quiz Mistress)

. m
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WORTON AND MARSTON GARDEN CLUB

You never expect the unexpected, and who could have imagined that the
Village Show would suffer the ire of Hurricane Erin. The drought that
seriously challenged the gardeners of Worton and Marston finally ended
ensuring there was not only wind but rain for the Show. No matter, neither
drought nor Erin were to any avail as, judging by the produce on display, the
challenges were successfully met and the new Marquee was more than equal
to the drizzle. There were a plethora of entries ranging from an exceedingly
large, rather unseemly beetroot to exquisite fine art, and the mandatory
calorie intake of the home produce judges would be an interesting statistic.
The younger generation was well represented with irrefutable evidence of
burgeoning talent and outstanding cakes could be enjoyed while perusing
photos which could grace National Geographic. There is more to the art than
just the camera. All in all, it was a very pleasant day, and our thanks go to
participants, visitors and judges.

The visit to “The Special Plants Nursery”, was indeed special. The garden
layout designed by her architect husband, Peter, with colourful, varied and
superb planting by the renowned plantswoman, Derry Watkins. There was a
wealth of inspiration, in particular for late colour in our gardens. The tea and
scrumptious cake in the house also deserve special mention. Finally, there
was the opportunity to buy some gorgeous and rather special plants in the
nursery. Well worth a visit.

The next date for your diaries is Monday, the 20th October, when Capability
Charlotte (surely the clue is in the name) will talk to us about "Resilient
Gardens for a Changing Climate". Not only timely, but with her wealth of
knowledge and experience, it should be a fascinating and enlightening talk.
One can already sense there will be an urgent need to visit a garden centre
with a long and unusual shopping list. Is there a ‘Cacti are Us’?

The water butts are all replete now that they are no longer needed, and
perhaps the adage, ‘a single swallow does not a summer make’ is pertinent.

Neil Soni
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WORTON AND MARSTON VILLAGE SHOW 2025

Given the dry and hot summer, I was a more than a little fearful of the impact on
entries to the Village Show this year. However, on the day my anxieties were
dispelled by the number and range of entries. As ever, the village came up trumps.
Of course, there were impacts on some classes but on the whole we had a great
range of exhibits over all the sections.

I would like to thank a range of people who participated who make it the event it is.
My committee, Sally B, Sally C, Alison, Allison, Neil, Liz and Brendon. We have
met over the months to review last years efforts and try make the show better but
easier to manage.

The above plus Giles, Evelyn, Lionel and Dave from the village hall plus various
others who helped set up the show and others who helped take it down. Andrea and
Nick and Susan and Liz (I fear I have forgotten someone, apologies) for doing the
teas and coffees and those who supplied cakes.

For those who entered the show, I think there were 52 separate individuals who did
so. I hope you enjoyed the process, most would have won some sort of award. I
think it is better to have 50+ people entering a few things rather than 20 entering
lots. I hope you got the bug and will enter more next year. For all who contributed a
raffle prize or a cake

And finally, for everyone who visited the show. We do not count numbers these
days but it must be well over a hundred. You ate a lot of cake. I think the support
from the visitors validates the entrants and entries and hopefully encourages people
to make more of their skills.

As ever, I look for people to join the “committee” to help us plan for next year. New
voices and ideas are essential to help the show move on and develop. We also al-
ways welcome ideas about the structure of the show, the number of sections, new
classes, old classes that don’t work, etc.

Many thanks, Bill Francis, show chair, dfrancis162@btinternet.com

SHOW RESULTS 2025

SECTION FIRST Pis SECOND [Ps | THIRD Ps

G Bowyer # Dave Scott # Bill Francis 9
Heather Walker | # |Neil Soni | # |Dot Francis 9

Bestin Show Rose| Gerald Barnes

Fruit G Bowyer 7 |Neil Soni 5 |Steve Morse 4

[ome Produce Beth Owens [ # .Graham Davison [ # .Bill Francis #

Cratt Debbie Wright # Evelyn Burt 9 |Helen Morse 8

' &S Vljevr;u;lis F(er;.nié | # ‘Dave Scot‘t | =] .G éo;ryerl éill Francis 6
Skyla Bé;all l; ':Jago Ganuszko # Tegen Ganuszko #

Geranium Bill Francis

[Por Dot Francis
Giles Collins 4 [Helen Morse Fetael i 3
Tegen Ganuszko 6 |Jago Ganuszko 5 |Ruby Maslen 3
Heather Walker Painting

S BILL FRANCIS # |DENNIS RENNIE # |G BOWYER ’i
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BEST KEP VILLAGE COMPETITION 2025

On our first appearance in the Best Kept Village competition in Wiltshire, Worton
was not amongst the winners in 2025. However, our score of 80/100 placed us in the
top half of 40 odd villages that took part, and the judges commented favourable on
the overall look of the village, and on specific elements such as churchyard (despite
the wall), the village hall, the playing field and Back Lane. We were, however,
marked down for the map we provided which the judges did not feel provided them
with sufficient assistance to find their way around the village. It is evident that we
could be more prescriptive in determining where we want judges to visit—a learn-
ing for the future which can be easily addressed.

Of our neighbouring villages, Seend won the best large village prize in Wiltshire
with their churchyard and social and community activities especially highlighted
and Easterton was one of the joint winners of the Newcomer’s category.

The Parish Council will decide in October whether or not Worton should participate
next year as it was evident work could start earlier (in the Autumn) to prepare for
2026. The competition undoubtedly acted as a catalyst to spur residents on to im-
proving the look of the village—with the work done on the village hall, the bus
shelters, the road and pavement edges, and clearing Back Lane particularly notewor-
thy—and in supporting village activities. The cancer afternoon and the village flow-
er show in the village hall were particularly well attended this year and the newcom-
ers evening next February will be a major event given the number of newcomers in
Primrose Rise and elsewhere. While the numbers supporting the work clearance
days were disappointing, it was apparent that many residents did make a special
effort on their own gardens in advance of the judges—for which many thanks.

The recommendation to the Parish Council, therefore, is to enter again in 2026 in
which case the Parish Council will agree a work plan, starting in the autumn, which
will be publicised in The Bridge, on the website and on the Worton and Marston
Facebook so that residents are kept fully informed.

We will be seeking volunteers to assist in specific activities and running events in
the village hall to promote what is happening. Residents are urged to support these
work streams as well as working on their own gardens as happened this year.

Our thanks for your support in 2025 and watch this space for 2026!

Councillor Nick Stokes
On behalf of Worton Parish Council / September 2025
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WRITING CLUB
The Writing Club met on 8 Sep hosted by Sally Collins.

The prompts this month were invigorating for the imagina-
tion and a tad esoteric.

. Write a story that includes the words ‘pickles’.
. Do you think water listens?

You wouldn’t think pickles could generate such diverse stories. We were treated to
an exploration on the etymology of words and a lovely story about a cat.

We decided that it is up for debate as to whether water listens. But here is a poem
that might sway the verdict.

Hear My Words
Hear my words of sorrow
Carry them down the river
Capture my tears in your rippling mirror
Mix them in the depths of the ocean
Wash away my sorrow

Bring me happiness and joy
Send me leaf boats and dragonflies
Delight me with the laughter of your ripples
Their lively dance of merriment brings a smile
Shower me with comfort

Hear my words of sadness
Wash away my sorrow
Send me sounds of joy and laughter
Shower me with comfort

Our next meeting is 13 Oct and will be hosted by Ellie Luscombe. All are welcome
to come and share their words.

If you’re interested in trying your hand (or pen) with the next prompts, please reach
out to Catherine at editorofthebridge@gmail.com.

It’s not about what you write, or how well your words are crafted, it’s about the fact
that you write. Writing is creative expression, and to express is to be human.

Catherine
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BEWLEY

Funeral Directors Limited

The Bridge

EST 1970 Our family are here for your family

Devizes local family funeral service EST. 1970
Three generations of experience, personal values and professional service

24 Hour Service |Home Visits |Simple or Bespoke Funerals | Pre-paid funeral plans | memorials

Devizes 01380 728008
Goiden A Office & Chapel: 64 New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DP [SAILF]

Char ter %
Over 100 reviews at www.bewleyfunerals.com

PCs, Laptops, iPads, Smartphones, eMail, Broadband
Over 25 years experience in sorting out IT problems

Andy Coultiss
andy.coultiss @outlook.com
07870 218943
01380 725934
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MTM £
§ MARKET TOWN MEMORIALS % ';g&

2| Forty Acres Road, Devizes SN 10 3DF
New Memorials

Renovations
Additional Inscriptions

Bespoke Designs
01380 829630 s | Pet Stones

07951 536529 House Signs

Ask for a free brochure
www.markettownmemorials.co.uk

Email: danbod | 98 | @gmail.com

BRAMM

Call to arrange an appointment
Monday to Saturday
Evenings available

/(& AMOR LTD.

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION

Covering all aspects of property
renovation and maintenance.

View our range of services online
or call to discuss your project.

01380587006/ 01672 596006

info@grayandamor.co.uk www.grayandamor.co.uk

\ Chartered
et = {CIOB Starg HASTER

BUILDERS
zmuswm pivpuiv
Frofasscrsier and ey o N Comruces
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MESSAGE FROM OUR WILTSHIRE COUNCILOR

Support for Rural Businesses

There are many fabulous businesses and other organisations providing vital services
across Devizes Rural West and this month I want to highlight the Rural Hubs grant
scheme, aimed at supporting businesses, social enterprises, charities, and
organisations offering essential services in smaller rural areas.

The funding is designed to improve important services in rural areas, such as shops,
cafés, healthcare and other local services. The Rural Hubs grant will help
organisations in smaller rural areas set up new services and facilities or improve
existing ones. It aims to provide new or improved access to services, increase a
sense of community, and strengthen community cohesion.

The grant can be used for things like refurbishment, or establishing new premises,
buying equipment, tools; investing in digital technology to enhance services; and
developing infrastructure for access, such as increasing capacity and opening times.
However, grants are for capital costs only and so cannot be used for salaries,
volunteer costs, restocking, operational and day-to-day expenditure, or replacing
existing equipment.

Grant amounts start from £2,500, with no upper limit. For economic activities driven
by income, such as farm shops and pubs, applicants must provide at least 40% of the
total investment costs. For non-economic activities, such as cultural activities,
applicants must provide at least 25% of the total investment costs.

To be eligible for the Rural Hubs grant, organisations must be a registered company,
registered charity, mutual benefit society, charitable trust, industrial and provident
society, or farm partnership. More information is online at Business Fit for Future:
supporting businesses in Wiltshire. Please let me know if you need any help making
an application.

There are also several other grant schemes — funded by the UK Shared Prosperity
Fund, including grants for Start Ups, grants for Growing Businesses, and Fit for Net
Zero — grants and support for businesses and community organisations investing in
energy efficiency and sustainability. Please do take a look.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Finally, several residents have asked me about the continuing closure of Northgate
Street, following the kebab shop fire in Devizes. I know that the road closure is in-
credibly frustrating. It adds to traffic issues around the area, especially for those of
us coming into Devizes from the Caen Hill and Bath Road direction, has affected
retail businesses in the town and drivers use Whistley Road to try to save time. Un-
fortunately, the building was badly damaged, but as you may know, 2 Northgate
Street is listed, and a planning application is now being considered for demolition.
You can read more detail on the Wiltshire Council website at Planning Application:
PL/2025/06228. I hope for everyone’s benefit that this planning decision can be
made as soon as possible. I will keep you posted.

Tamara Reay
Wiltshire Councillor for Devizes Rural West.
Tel: 07711 824864 Email: tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk

80™ ANNIVERSARY VJ EVENT
CELEBRATING THE END OF WW2

Thank you to all those people who made the event so successful!

The event raised £870.00 for the nominated charity “Bound by Veterans.”
The event also raised £159.00 for Worton and Marston Village Hall.

Special thanks go to Jo Banks, Brian Badge, Paul Ganuszko and members of the
West Wilts MTV for helping organise the event. Also, Alison Parker and her won-
derful Tunes Group for the lovely Tea-Dance music. Also, all the volunteers who
helped over the weekend.

Thank you to sponsors: Dennis Brickley and the Devizes Men’s Shed, James
Phipps, Nick Goss, Brian Badge and The Old Forge Garage. Worton Parish Council
Solar Fund and Head of Five Lanes school Worton.

Based in Woodborough, Bound by Veterans supports wounded, injured, sick ex-
servicemen and women from all three Services. For more information about the
work of the charity visit www.wiltshirebarn.co.uk

Chris and David Johnson
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Meeting 1st September 2025

AsIwrite thisupdate from the Parish Council the traffic calming schemebeing implemented along the High Street by
Wiltshire Council is still incomplete. I share your frustration that the village has not yet been able to fully benefit
from the priority scheme, the aims of which are to improve pedestrian safety, reduce vehicle speeds and encourage
trafficto use alternative routes rather than the C20. Once all the signage has been installed and the scheme is fully
operational, I would be grateful if you could let us know of anyissues or incidents (good and bad) that you experience
so that we can gauge how successful or otherwise it is in achieving its stated aims.

We will contimue to monitor the impact of the traffic calming and it will remain a standing item on our agenda for the
next few months, Your inputwill be fed back to Wiltshire Council Highways to see if any improvements are required.

Hedges

September sees the start of the hedge cutting season and we have started organising the cut of our hedging at
Sandleaze and Whatleys play areas which islong overdue.

If your property has a hedge alongside the high street or footpaths, please can you ensure that it does not encroach
onto the pavement footpath and cause a potential hazard, Depending on the hedge species October is a good time to
giveita trim.

Sandleaze Play Area and Dog Fouling

Areminder thatno dogs are allowed in the Sandleaze play area. A new sign reminding residents has been attached to
the gate, There have been reports of dog fouling in the play area and along adjacent footpaths, Dog fouling is a health
hazard, containing parasites that can cause toxocariasisin humans.

So, if your dog does its duty... please do yours and pickup and bin the waste
Bonfire Night

To protect wildlife during Bonfire Night, check bonfires for hibernating animals like hedgehogs, frogs and toads,
ideally by building the fire on the dayor moving piles of material. When using fireworks, avoid areas with wildlife
habitats or nesting sites, keep displays away from trees and hedges, and inform neighbours, especially those with
livestock or pets.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is on Monday 6th October at 7pm at the Village Hall

Cllr. Malcolm Powell - Chairman
makolm@worton.org.uk
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Sandleaze Upgrades
We need your help

Following the housing development at Primrose View, aka Kempster’s Reach, The Parish Council are due
Section 106 monies. This consists of:

a) Offsite play area contribution of £27,855.36 for equipped play which would enable an upgrade to the existing
play area at Sandleaze.

b) Sports contribution of £10,670 to go towards Sandleaze playing field

To help us understand what is needed at Sandleaze and how best to spend this money we are asking for your
views and suggestions. So far, we have had the following suggestions:

+ New additional picnic tables

» New benches sited at a new viewpoint overlooking the valley with ability for residents to affix
memorial plaques

+ Plant more trees in King Charles Copse. Create circular walk

+ New gravel path across Sandleaze from the footpath behind Gaisford to the new path created by

+ Newland Homes development and into play area gate

+ Improve the boundary between Sandleaze and the Newland Homes development

» Football goal and high ‘ball stop’ fencing

* Repair wooden fencing

+ Nature area

» Dog walking area

+ New play area for under fives

+ New shelter area for older children and teenagers

* Zip Wire

+ New Dog Fouling Bin

+ ??? Anyothers?

Site Meeting
We will be onsite at Sandleaze playing field from 11am on Saturday 18th October to look at developing
these ideas further. Please come along and join in the discussion or send me an email.

(Cllr. Maleolm Powell - Chairman
malcolm@worton.orguk
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WORTON COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

(Speedwatch sessions are of 45 minutes duration)
We were joined for our session on Tuesday morning at 08.00 by Wiltshire Speed
Enforcement officer Andy Hicks. He recorded one vehicle travelling at 36 MPH.
The driver will be offered a speed awareness course.

Many thanks,
Bob

Worton Community Speedwatch Figures for September 2025

. Total |Vehicles | Max
Date Time Vehicles 30MPH+ |Reported| Speed

Monday 8th 10.35 -11.20 248 13 5 40
Tuesday 9th 08.00 - 08.45 474 22 3 M
Tuesday 9th 15.00 - 15.45 334 1 0
Wednesday 10th | 09.30 - 10.15 267 10 3 39
Thursday 11th 08.00 - 08.45 490 8 0
Friday 12th 11.15 -12.00 417 17 2 36
Friday 12th 15.30 - 16.15 568 18 0 36
Sessions: 7 Average: 400| 2798 89 13
2024 Sessions: 8 |Average: 451 3612 145 20 40

Devizes & District Foodbank

Devizes

Collection box for fl b k
donations in Christ Church O

With the cost of living rising and more families than
ever asking for support from our local foodbank,
we have set up a donation box at the back of
Christ Church. The Devizes & District Foodbank
is very grateful for any non-perishable items that
you are able to donate. Perhaps you could
consider popping in with one small item each
week to put in the box, such as a tin of tomatoes,
a sachet of instant mash or a bottle of shampoo.
All donations are much appreciated.
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MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council meeting schedule

Marston Parish Council’s meetings will take place bi-monthly as follows:

Tuesday 11th November 2025
Tuesday 13th January 2026
Tuesday 10th March 2026
Tuesday 12th May 2026

Meetings will be held in Marston Chapel at 7pm.

Please submit any agenda items requests or correspondence to
Clerk@marstonpc.co.uk at least 10 days prior to the meeting taking place.

SUTOUND  copecmoppirp oo

Outdoor education and event

space set in a 54 acre woodland

nature reserve and rewilding
project.

Check our website for
upcoming events or get
in touch if you have an
idea for an event of your
own.

- WWW.FOUNDOUTDOORS.ORG

) Townsend Wood, Great Cheverell SN10 5TW
Ll .k
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P McDonald 3
.1 Funeral Services { ks

INDEPENDENT, FamitY RUN BUSINESS

01360 606188

Ashley and Paul are here to support you & your family offering a friendly
personal service,

We are passionate about delivering a high standard service, either
Ashley or Paul will come and visit you at a place where you feel most
comfortable, be that your home or in our office at time to suit you to do
the arrangement.

We offer bespoke funerals to suit all budgets.
starting from £1300.00

At Need Funerals- Memorials = Funeral Pre-Paid

28 MARYPORT STREET, DEVIZES SN10 1AG
WWW.APMCDONALDFUNERALS.COM

Carbon Reduction Solutions and Findmyheatingoil buying Group

Working to save money on Heating Ol to the property
through intelligent management.

Regular Bulk Purchase provides your day-to-day savings.
Energy Management will help you reduce your heating oil
requirements for the future.

Are you benefiting from such savings?

IF THE ANSWER IS NO THEN JOIN OUR GROUP
AND START SAVING MONEY'!

www.carbonreductionsolutions.co.uk chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk

“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver”
Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’
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@maiholisticmassage 9 Mobile treatments in Wiltshire

Traditional Rod & Brush

Camera CCTV Inspections

Professional Chimney Sweeping Nest Removal

Covering your area and
surrounding villages Clean & Efficient

Call Andy on: 01380 859233 / 07768 698501
wessexsweeps.co.uk
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Beaut!ful Handmade
Curﬁqli , Blinds and Soft

urnishin s,]i
€ measuring and &jta‘a VL

Y
£
=
Wide v. s iety f pattern books'to browse at

modem, please telephone Maggie or Peter.

Dolman Audio Visual

Berhill’s Lane Farm,
Sells Green, Melksham, SN12 6RR
Telephone 01380 828524

We know:
Most domestic AV equipment
from (at least) the 1950's onwards
literally inside out!
For persenal service and a2 professional
repair to any make of product, ancient or

caroline@flackformations.co.uk

Marsh Lane, Rowde SN10 5FA

We zpacializs in 'Retro’ products and can r=:tor2
vour much-lovad wiralesz, racord player or taps
r2corder. We also have a small stock of
quality refurbished audio products for sale

Sarsen

01980

Sarsen Roofing
For all your roofing needs
Family business

No job too big or small
For free quotation, contact

Roofing
742200
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TOWNSEND BARN NURSERY

POULSHOT, DEVIZES

High quality childcare in a stimulating and creative environment

For children aged 0-5 | Open all year - from 8am - 6pm
A place to learn through play and exploration in
a safe and happy setting. Excellent home cooked food

Woodland School | Tennis court | Vegetable area
Sandpit | Nature garden | Yoga | PE Lessons

v WwWw.townsendbarnnursery.co.uk
ey 01380 828141 gttfﬁg

THE
TRANQUIL MOMENT

HEALTH & BEAUTY CLINIC

Beauty Treatments available in
village location with free parking.
Including Facials, Waxing,
Massage and MUCH MORE.

www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

. DEVIZES CONSERVATIVE CLUB

We look forward to welcoming Tuesday 9.00AM & 10.30AM
you soon. MANDY 07786 375677
NURSTEED CENTRE

The Tranquil Moment W, i
Unit 2 Manor House Yard i

Poulshot
SN10 1RY Wednesday 5.30PM & 7.00PM
KIM 07921 805006
01380 828297 Slifaming

veal food, veal support, @al results v wsem
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Primary School

TRUST
Five Lanes CE VC /\
-
%

It's a new academic year here at Five Lanes and

the children have returned looking incredibly

smart and ready to learn. We have welcomed our
new Reception starters as well as two new mem-
bers of staff—Miss Owen in Hazel class, and Miss
Leigh-Bennet in Beech class.

Equa Mead

Five Lanes School has now officially converted to Equa Mead Learning Trust. You
can find out more at https://www.equamead.org/

Reading Challenge

This year’s reading challenge will have a Disney theme. Each day

a child reads at home they get a mark towards the challenge. é
They will receive a certificate after every 25 reads and a book of

their choice when they reach 300 reads.

Stay and Play

We were saddened to hear the news that Worton Toddlers has closed. Linda and
Hiliary created so much joy, care and friendship. We hope to continue the spirit of
Worton Toddlers at our new stay and play weekly sessions—please see the separate

page on this.
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Year 6 Leadership Roles

Head Boy and Head Girl Sports Leaders House Captains

Clubs

Breakfast Club and Treehouse (our after school club) are running strongly every
day. We also have TriGolf for key stage 1 pupils after school on a Monday and Tag
Rugby for our key stage 2 pupils after school on Fridays.

Marlborough Literary Festival

Elder class (years 5 and 6) have been invited to the Marlborough
Literary Festival where they will have the opportunity to meet Tom

Palmer, a much-loved author among our key stage 2 children.

Term news

. Key stage 2 pupils are attending swimming lessons this term and have al-

ready shown great enthusiasm and support for one another.

. Miss Chalker met colleagues at the termly Equa Heads meeting, where year
6 teachers were invited to explore ways to strengthen maths arithmetic and

fluency.

. As a school, this term we are focusing on learning behaviours and attitudes,

making sure expectations are high and consistent for every child.
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/_\( \ Five Lanes CE Primary School

} High Street, Worton, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 5SE Tel: 01380 723565
Headteacher: Miss Sarah-Jane Chalker

Wednesday 10" September
Continuing the Spirit of Worton Toddlers

We were saddened to hear the news that Worton Toddlers has closed. Linda and Hilary have given
so much to families in our community over the years, and we want to thank them for the joy, care,
and friendship they've created.

At Five Lanes, we would love to keep that community connection alive. Starting from Wednesday
17th September, we'll be hosting a Stay & Play group in our Early Years space, run by Danielle
Thomson (during term time):

M Five Lanes Primary School

@ Wednesdays, 10am — 12pm

& For children aged 2—4 years

& 1st week free, then £2.50 per family

There'll be toys, songs, stories, and plenty of space to play, plus tea, coffee and biscuits for grown-
ups. Most importantly, it's a chance to meet other families, share time together, and give our
youngest children a happy start.

We hope this new group can carry forward the warmth and friendship of Worton Toddlers while
giving families a peek into our wonderful Early Years at Five Lanes. Everyone is welcome — we
would love to see you therel

Please share this with friends, neighbours, and family — the more the merrier!

Sarah-Jane Chalker

S~—

Headteacher
Five Lanes Primary School

. \y".\‘r’(‘q,’k
R
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Sforfin%Wednesdcy 17th

September (term time only)

10am - 12pm £250

For children aged 2-4 years
per
First week free, then £2.50 per el

family

Come along for play, songs,
stories, toys, and refreshments.
01380 723565
A friendly space for children and : ,
parents to meet and enjoy time ~ dthomsonefivelaneswilissc

‘l’Oge‘I’her, Five Lanes Primary School,
Worton, SN10 SSE

All welcome - spread the word!

+
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Mark Mason Carpentry & Joinery LTD

All aspects of carpentry & joinery undertaken, including:

. Bespoke windows and doors 07973 381489

N Wood flooring 01380 816867

. House refurbishments markmason37@gmail.com
. Bookcase and bedroom furniture markmasoncarpentry.co.uk
. Sliding sash window repairs

SHEPPARD DECORATORS
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR.

4/‘!/ Y wrsed //n /i)
/7

s o~
s )

i o B B a
CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE.

01380 725652 07876433655
WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK

Community First
Wiltshire Community Oil Scheme

With this oil scheme, you pay an annual subscription (£24) to Community First and you order your oil
through them when you need it. Community First order in bulk, once a month, from the supplier with
the best price. Because the supplier is then delivering large quantities to the same village, they can offer
the oil at a significant discount.

This month the price was just
50p a litre (+5% VAT)
through Community First

(Market highest: 57ppl, market average: 54ppl, internet price*: 50ppl )
(+vat @5%onall prices.) *(+ delivery charge oninternetprice — currently £12)

If you are interested in jomning the scheme. please contact: Marion
(asap if you want to get in a September order)

Office Telephone: 07843 854857  Email address is info@ofps.co.uk

If you phone. please leave a message and a number to return your call
if the line goes to voicemail.

O COMMUNITY
OFPS Fli RSTI
————vorking on behalf of STMECTHIMES LOCAL COMMUNTIS

Giles Collins (scheme co-ordinator for Worton/Marston) - 07530 771405
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KIDS CORNER

Page 54



The Bridge October 2025

FLOWER OF THE MONTH

53 -

COSMOS

(Asteraceae)
You're a cosmos flower
and it's still spring
Hold on a little longer
dry your tears and wait,
for the fall
you will bloom beautifully

Twabi

Native to the prairies of Mexico, Cosmos are often grown for their longevity in flow-
er arrangements. They bring levity to wild flower fields and gardens alike with their
long stems and swaying colourful heads. They are often a feature of decorations dur-
ing the Mexican celebration Dia de los muertos (Day of the Dead) for their late
blooms and colourful petals.

The name originates from the Greek word for ‘order’ or ‘harmony’ which is interest-
ing because when you see a bed of cosmos there is very little order to their sprawling
bobbing heads, although they sway in harmony with the wind. Perhaps the order
comes more from the symmetry of their perfect petals.

Cosmos come in an array of colours. They range from yellow, to pink, to deep red,
orange and white. Most are single colour, but can come in semi-double or double
depending on the variety.

They are hardy and grow well in full sun with well-draining soil. They can be annual
or perennial and self-seed easily so be prepared to either keep them in check of let
them run wild and dance across your garden.

(sources: gardenia.net; bioexplorer.net)
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M AYVSai:I3"A & HELPING PLAN YOUR
SURVEYING & ARCHITECTURE « BUILDING BETTER

Nick Matthews is a highly experienced
local Surveyor offering a complete
building planning and design service.

CONTACT US FOR ADVICE ON:

Extensions

Listed Buildings

Barn Conversions and Class Q planning

Oak Framed Buildings

Commercial sites

Structural assessments and defect diagnosis
Party Wall agreements

Worton Office: 01380 800161

Bath Office: 01225 562161
hello@nickmatthewssurveying.co.uk
www.nickmatthewssurveying.co.uk

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE IN
THE BRIDGE?

If you own a local business, there is no better way to
connect with your customers than through the local Parish magazine.

In The Bridge, you will reach over 300 readers every month. Readers
support the businesses who advertise in
The Bridge.
And the annual rates are reasonable, too.
Price of 1/4 page: £45
Price of 1/2 page: £75
Price of full page: £98

Adhoc adverts (quote based)

Please contact Catherine
editorofthebridge@gmail.com
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mMander
duffill

|
1

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
TAX & FINANCIAL ADVISERS

WHAT WE OFFER: GET IN TOUCH:

Accountancy and Tax Services @ info@manderduffill.com

Tax Compliance, Planning and Advice G 01249 650441

International Tax Planning and Advice
The Old Post Office
41-43 Market Place
Company Restructuring Chippenham SN15 3HR

Company and Business Start-ups

Business Sales and Acquisitions

Management Accounts. Bookkeeping and

DEVIZES OFFICE

VAT Services
Payroll and Auto Enrolment O 01380711441
Research and Development 45 New Park Street
Financial Services Devizes SN10 1DT
* Investments
Protection
Inheritance Tax Planning Offices also in Malmesbury
Pensions and Retirement Planning and London

R ICAEW
CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

www.manderduffill.com
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USEFUL VILLAGE CONTACTS - 2025

The Bridge:
Editor - Catherine Malli-Dawson editorofthebridge@gmail.com
07984 301 258
Distribution - Richard Costen richardcosten434@hotmail.com
07854 195 162

Book Swap: Judy Shercliff judy.shercliff@gmail.com 01380 723136

Christ Church, Worton (part of the Wellsprings Benefice):
Contact the Benefice Office on 07516 224057 or
at contact.wellsprings@gmail.co.uk

Cricket (Worton and Poulshot): Giles Collins 07530 771405
giles.collins@btinternet.com

Football (The Badgers): Club President Pete Huntley 07974 756131
or Club Secretary Rob Nuttall 07706 167347

Garden Club:
Alison Parker 07786 985741 aelparker@aol.com
Sally Brooks 07957 917851 svwood90@hotmail.com
Village Show Bill Francis 01380 739986
dfrancis162@btinternet.com

Ladies Group: Pam Woods 01380 726679
Meet last Wednesday each month 7:30pm, in the Village Hall.

Link Scheme: Lyn Vickers Transport Coordinator 07413 912828
Alun Newman (Chair )
wandmlink@gmail.com for further information

Marston Chapel
Rev.d Gary Gotham 01380 724264 gary.gotham@gmail.com

Marston Parish Council: Steven Bennett
clerk@marstonpc.co.uk

Newspaper Delivery: Richard Walker 07702 868863

Rose and Crown: John & Jackie 01380 724202

School (Five Lanes): admin@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk
ntin 1 nex
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(continued from previous page)
SpeedWatch: Bob Mitchell speedwatchworton@gmail.com

Tennis: Seend Tennis Club: Sally Jackson 07798 564712
Devizes Tennis Club: Barry Devine 07809 221341
Monday, Wednesday, Friday mornings.

Village Hall (Worton and Marston):
For the Chair: WMVHChair@yahoo.com 07707 241389

For Bookings: bookings4vh@gmail.com 07385 162999

For Invoices, payments, general financial communications
treasurer4vh@gmail.com

For Maintenance: wmvhmaintenance@yahoo.com

Wiltshire Council: Tamara Reay
Wiltshire Councillor of Devizes Rural West
tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk 07711 824864

Worton Parish Council:
Chair: Malcolm Powell
Other Parish Councillors: Chris Collins Nick Stokes Brian Badge
Anthony Higgins David Johnson Ed Marks Richard Parsons

Worton United Charities:
Trustee Chair Bill Francis dfrancis162@btinternet.com

(Please contact me (editorofthebridge@gmail.com) if there are any
contacts you would like to add, change or remove.)

October

Autumn Winds

Autumn winds begins to blow.
Coloured leaves fall fast and slow.
Whirling, twirling all around.
Till at last they touch the ground.

Owen s
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WORTON & MARSTON BUS SCHEDULE

76 77
Operator Faresaver FRMN
Trowbridge Clarendon Academy (SE-bound) 15:17
Trowbridge, opp Wiltshire College 16:45
Trowbridge John of Gaunt School Grounds (NW-bound) 15:22
Trowbridge, o/s Manvers House 09:55 12:30 14:30 15:30 17:05
Paxcroft Mead Newhurst Park (E-bound) 10:00 12:35 14:35 15:35 17:10
Steeple Ashton Memorial (NW-bound) 10:07 12:42 14:42 15:43 17:18s
Great Hinton Crossroads (N-bound) 10:11 12:46 14:46 1546 17:20
Keevil Field Head (E-bound) 10:13 12:48 14:48 1549 17:22
Bulkington War Memorial (E-bound) 10:18 12:53 14:53 15:54 17:27
Worton Village Hall (E-bound) 10:22 2:857 14:58: 15:57: 17:33
Worton Sandleaze (E-bound) 10:24 12:59 15:00 15:59 17:35
Potterne Duck Street (N-bound) 15:04 16:03 17:39
Worton Village Hall (W-bound) 10:26 13:01
Marston The Green (NW-bound) 10:30 13:05
Devizes Fire Station (S-bound) 15:10
Devizes The Pelican (NW-bound) 15:15
Poulshot The Raven (N-bound) 10:38 13:13
Devizes Mayenne Place West (5-bound) 10:41 13:16
Devizes Market Place Bus Island (SE-bound) 10:45 13:20 16:08 17:45
77 76
Operator FRMN Faresaver

Devizes Market Place Bus Island (SE-bound)  07:30 09:45
Devizes The Pelican (NW-bound) 12:05 14:10
Devizes, o/s Business Centre 12:08 14:13
Potterne Duck Street (S-bound) 07:35 09:50
Poulshot The Raven (S-bound) 12:13 14:18s
Worton Sandleaze (E-bound) 12:21 14:26s
Worton Village Hall (W-bound) 07:41 09:56 12:23 14:28s
Marston The Green (NW-bound) 12:27s 14:32s
Bulkington War Memorial (W-bound) 07:45 10:00 12:32 14:37s
Keevil Field Head (W-bound) 07:50 10:05 12:37 14:42s
Great Hinton Crossroads (S-bound) 07:53 10:08 12:40 14:45s
Steeple Ashton Memorial (NW-bound) 07:57 10:11  12:43 14:48
Paxcroft Mead Newhurst Park (W-bound) 08:05 10:16  12:48
Trowbridge, o/s Manvers House 08:15 10:22 12:54

Times marked s — “set down only” — the bus will only stop to drop passengers off

NOTE: Not all stops are shown in the above schedules
(Source: https://bustimes.org/services/76-trowbridge-steeple-ashton-worton-devizes)
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Historical Extracts from The Bridge (October 1995)

The Bridge October 1995

AARSTON FAR

It was all the fun of the fair on Marston Green on Saturday 26th August, with
tossing the bale, donkey cart rides, tombola, throwing the “welly”, many more
stalls and a car boot sale. Skitties organised by Denise Howard were plaved
Thursday, Friday and Saturday and prize winners were:

Men - Peter Lewis  Ladies - Denise Howard  Children - Sarah Howard
Andrew Peters won tossing the bale with a height of 10 ft 9 ins.
Welly throwing winnexs were:

Men - Steve Walker 9N ft 6ins
Ladies - Mary Martin 52 ft3ins
Children . Keith Elliott 32 ft3ins

Weight of the cake was 2 Ibs 2 ozs and was won by Mrs Franklyn from
Potteme. No one guessed the dolls name which was “Tammy”.

The exhibition of old Marston photographs in the Chapel aroused much
interest and the beautiful floral arrangements were by Sally Davidson from
Dilton Marsh.

The highly successful day concluded with a barbecue and skittles by floodlight.
Many thanks to Michael and Carolyn Hunt for running the bar, to Brian
Chivers, Ralph Ventress and parmers for the barbecue, also to Ray Tuck for
organising tossing the bale, Ken Diskett for the welly throwing and Torn Burt

for putting up bunting and parking signs and everyone else who donated time
and enthusiasm on the day.

The fair was organised following the Village Hall A.G.M. on 1st May 1995 at
which Mr A Stockwell, Marston Parish Council Chairman, stated that Marston
would raise a sum, pro rata per capita, (about £400) as our share of the cost
of the roof work on the Village Hall.

A MEETING IN MARSTON CHAPEL will be held on Monday 23rd October
at 7.30 pm to discuss the utilisation of monies raised at Marston Fair.

Finally, a photograph with Mr Oram’s name and No 27 on the back is missing
- has anyone found it please?

D Barcham

BUSES FROM MARSTON - SERVICE 187
Erom 14th Oct 1995 this service will run 3C mins eadier on Thurs & Sats
10.30 am Worton to Devizes will leave at 10.00 am
1.00 pm Devizes to Worton will leave at 12.30 pm
1.30 pm Worton to Devizes will leave at 1.00 pm
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VILLAGE DIARY

REGULAR MEETINGS
Around the Village

Village Hall
e Garden Club
3rd Monday 7.00pm start (not Aug)
e Ladies Group
Last Wednesday 7:30pm (not Aug/Dec)
e 1st Worton & Marston Brownies
Tuesdays 6pm-7.30pm
e Potterne Rainbows
Tuesdays 4.45pm-5.45pm
e Worton Parish Council Meeting
1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on
notice boards

In the Chapel at Marston

e Marston Meditation
Ist & 3rd Sunday 6pm start
e Marston Parish Council Meeting
(as shown on notice boards)

Mobile Library
Location: The School

1.10pm - 1.50pm
Next Date: Monday 6 October

Call Wiltshire Library Services
on 01225 713727 for information

Forthcoming Events

11th  Book Swap
20th  Garden Club
26th Ladies Group

Kerbside Collections
in OCTOBER
Worton & Marston
Black box and Blue lidded
Bin recycling:

OCT 14th, & 28th
Household waste:
OCT 9th, & 23rd
Garden waste:

OCT 10th & 24th

Close Lane, Marston
Black box and Blue lidded bin
recycling:

OCT 7th, & 21st

Household waste:
OCT 2nd, 16th, & 30th

For distribution questions:

Richard Costen
richardcosten434@hotmail.com
07854 195 162

Worton and
Marston Link

If you need help with transport
for hospital appointments
visiting the doctor and dentist or other
important journeys.
Call W&M Link on
07413 912828

Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15" OCTOBER 2025
Catherine Malli-Dawson, Editor

Telephone: 07984 301 258
email address: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
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