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THE BRIDGE 

         Editor: Catherine Malli-Dawson   editorofthebridge@gmail.com    

A Note From the Editor 
 

It’s still bitter cold outside, but my heart is warmed by all the fun  

activities that are showing up in the magazine. Whether it’s fetes, bargain 

fairs, operas, or soup lunches there is much to enjoy in the coming months.  

 

As we move into the spring cleaning season, there may be much to clear. 

Whether it is overgrown hedges, over cluttered closets, or my over stuffed 

belly, spring is the time of year that always spurs me to take stock of all the 

‘things’ I’ve accumulated over the months of  hibernation. And while I enjoy 

passing on my no longer prized possessions, I try to be mindful of how and 

where they are rehomed. Special thanks to whoever cleared the large box out 

of the bottom of the red telephone box on the Marston green (you beat me to 

it).  

 

Please rehome any previously loved items to the appropriate charities or  

locations. The phone box is for exchanging books, games, and the  

occasional puzzle. Let’s try to keep it tidy so the items don’t get damaged. 

 

Now on to more exciting news. The leprechauns heard how much fun the 

elves and fairies had when they came to visit. So they decided to come and 

dance a jig or two across our pages. You may find them peeking out from 

various pages or dancing across a line of text. Have a good look through and 

see how many you can find. 

 
 

Catherine 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
 

One of the joys of coming to be the Rector of a group of villages like this is the 
strength of community life. The annual Worton and Marston newcomers’ party, 
for example, helps recent arrivals become active members of our groups and 
clubs in a way few other villages have. It is always heartening to see how many 
people give up their time and talents to make this happen. 
 

In contrast to all this, the world has become a frightening place for many peo-
ple. Wars and rumours of wars dominate the news, and old certainties crumble 
by the month. The last time I can remember such a dramatic shift in the world 
was at the end of the 1980s, but that was a positive and optimistic time. This is 
not. 
 

One of the things I notice in my travels is that in many other parts of the world 
there is a great deal of optimism about the future, even in places that are  
repressive by our standards, like China and Saudi Arabia, or very poor, like 
Kenya. In countries like those, I often find people working in tourist-related 
jobs telling me how pessimistic and fearful of the future they find their Western 
customers. Worse, I think, than our fear that things will get worse is our sense 
that we can do nothing about it; that decisions are taken on a level beyond our 
capacity to influence. 
 

One thing we can influence, however, is the quality of life in our own  
communities, all the more because they are small communities. Just one more 
person turning up to an event can make a huge difference to its mood. Often, 
it’s just a matter of turning off the TV or the tablet and giving up doomscrolling 
for a few hours to spend an evening in the company of others. Sometimes it’s 
just a matter of going to meet a pal in the pub rather than WhatsApping them. 
We were made to be in the company of others; the way we spend our lives  
behind our own four walls, constantly squinting at screens, is a very recent  
phenomenon and it probably isn’t doing us much good, mentally or physically. 
 

Could you be another person who turns up at the gardening club? Or Brownies 
and Rainbows groups are some of the last remaining in this part of Wiltshire—
could a little of your time help secure their long-term future? 
 

It is also the case in church that a couple of extra faces on a Sunday morning 
can help lift the mood tremendously, in one of the few places where anyone can 
just turn up, at least one a week. We will also need two new churchwardens this 
year, as Heather and Jean retire after many years’ long service. There are many 
ways in which a little sacrifice of time and care on your part can shed a little 
light in a darkening world. 
 

Best regards,  
Gerry Lynch 
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FROM CHRIST CHURCH 
 

 

We were involved in two very successful events in January, the  
fascinating Murder Mystery evening, organised so wonderfully by Cathy Malli-
Dawson and helpers, a joint venture benefitting Worton and Marston Village Hall 
and Christ Church. A good Community Event. This was soon followed by the 
Annual Newcomers Party, again very much enjoyed by all, a lovely warm and 
friendly atmosphere. 
 

On 5th March there will be an Ash Wednesday service held at St Mary’s church in 
Potterne at 11am. On 30th March at 9.30 am we will be having the Mothering 
Sunday service in church, a Family friendly service, all ages welcome, to give 
thanks for mothers  
everywhere. 
 

On 17th May, Christ Church and Five Lanes School will be holding the Joint  
Summer Fete. More on this later, but we will be asking as usual for items for 
stalls, books, bottles, plants, cakes and items for Country Kitchen, Gifts  and raffle 
prizes.  
 

Can you help? We have a seat in the churchyard which is a bit poorly with a  
broken arm. It has suffered some rot. We wonder if there is anyone in the village 
with a talent for woodwork who would be happy to have a look at it and possibly 
repair it. 
 

It is in a lovely spot in the churchyard, and it would be good to get it to a more 
comfortable condition to enjoy sitting on it. 
 

Heather and Jean,  Churchwardens  

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 
Every six years the Church of England is required to update its Electoral Roll. 
The Electoral Roll is your parish church’s register of electors and joining the 
Church Electoral Roll means that you can have your say and vote on church 
matters, attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting and stand for election to 
the PCC. In addition, those who live outside the Parish but are on the Electoral 
Roll enjoy all the rights and privileges that go with being resident in the parish 
(for example, baptisms and weddings).  
 
However, if you live outside the Parish you must have been worshipping in your 
local church for a minimum period of six months. With your name on the  
Electoral Roll you will be supporting your chruch and the strength of the church 
can be seen in our local area, and across the Diocese. If you would like to join 
the Electoral Roll of Christ Church, Worton, please contact Alison Cross 
at alliec7777@gmail.com before the end of March. 
  
Thanks, Maureen 

mailto:alliec7777@gmail.com
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(continued from previous page) 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Children's Society Boxes  
 

The boxes I'm currently processing will the last. The society are  
encouraging supporters to continue supporting by standing order/direct 
debit or online donation. This is due to increasing difficulty in processing 
cash via banks. 
 
If you would like more information, please let me know. 
 
Tony Brewer 
07415 409 156 

Worton United Charities 
 

REMINDER: The Charity is able to offer some financial support to residents of 
Worton or Marston who are facing times of hardship. Please contact one of the 

Trustees named below.  
 

All contacts or requests are dealt with in strictest  
confidence. 

 

The Trustees 
Bill Francis (dfrancis162@btinternet.com), June Mason, Alison Cross, Chris  
Nixon, Revd Gerry Lynch 

mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
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FAMILY OF CHURCHES IN  
WORTON AND MARSTON 

 

The Newcomers’ Welcome Party was held on Friday January 31st in the 
Village Hall and was very much enjoyed by all. Those new to the villages 
were able to meet established residents and leaders of groups they may be 
interested in joining. A delicious and generous buffet was laid out, provid-
ed by many villagers, and much enjoyed. Thank you to all those who 
helped with setting up, clearing up, washing up, etc. It was much appreciat-
ed! 
 
Although organised by the Family of Churches, we are looking to widen 
the team who head up the planning and facilitating of this event in the fu-
ture. Said team, we hope, would also help with making a note of houses 
changing hands, delivering a welcome card, and nearer the time, delivering 
invitations to the party. If you are  
someone who feels they could play a part in this historic and unique event, 
please get in touch. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY WALK AND LUNCH (18th April) 
 
Starting at Marston Chapel at 11:00am we will walk along the path to 
Christ Church with the smaller cross, stopping for readings and hymns 
along the way, collect the larger cross and insert it into a  
prepared hole outside the Village Hall. The cross will be decorated with 
flowers and greenery on the Saturday to depict the new life that came with 
the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. We will  
return to the church for a variety of hot soups and rolls and a good time of 
chat. Those who can’t do the walk will be welcome to join us for soup at 
about 12 noon. 
 
Jean Lane 722069    Heather Walker 725785 

TONY PARSONS 
Domestic Appliance Engineer 

Cookers                          Driers          Washing Machines 

SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Tel: 01380 723279             Mobile: 07970 117023 
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SERVICE CALENDAR 

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk 

MARCH 

APRIL 

There were no weddings, baptisms or funerals at Christ Church  
during January 2025. 

Sun Mar 2nd     SUNDAY BEFORE LENT    CHRIST CHURCH 
    9.30am                                    Holy Communion 

                                                                                MARSTON CHAPEL 
                                6.00pm                                    Marston Meditation 

                                                                           
Sun Mar 9th     LENT 1                                  CHRIST CHURCH                                                          

  9.30am                                   Morning Praise 

                                                                              
Sun Mar 16th   LENT 2           CHRIST CHURCH                                    

              9.30am                                   Holy Communion 
                                                                               MARSTON CHAPEL 

              6.00pm                                   Marston Meditation 
                                                                                                             

Sun Mar 23rd   LENT 3                                 CHRIST CHURCH 
  9.30am                                   Family Service                                                 
                                                                                                                             

Sun Mar 30th   MOTHERING SUNDAY     CHRIST CHURCH 
  9.30am                                  Mothering Sunday Service                    

Sun Apr  6th     LENT 5                                   CHRIST CHURCH 
     9.30am                                   Holy Communion 
                                                    MARSTON CHAPEL 
     6.00pm                                   Marston Meditation                                                          
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
Hello one and all! 
 
I seriously cannot believe that we are in March already, although on the plus 
side we all hope that better weather is ahead! 
 

February was a quieter month for the Village Hall, but some additional work 
has been completed to instal internet and Wi-Fi. In addition, we will mount a 
ceiling projector for use with the screen we installed last year, so by the time 
you read this it should all be done. 
 

Please note that we are still planning to paint the main hall as soon as  
possible, in line with our desire to make the hall more generally appealing 
and providing a refreshed space for events. Together with the new kitchen 
I'm hoping that people can really see the value of the hall to the community. 
 

EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 
 
We welcomed The Young Farmers to their own event on 14th February. It 
was great to see new user groups coming in, so we look forward to  
supporting them in any way we can in the future. 
 

I'd also like to give a shout out to Joe Kidd and Paul Hams for their  
voluntary work to tidy up the hedge in the parking area opposite the hall. Joe 
has put a lot of personal time and manual labour into the project and now 
aided by Paul and his machine, they were able to clear the area. Thanks also 
to Michael Stokes for helping to remove the prior bramble pile. 
 

This isn't technically Village Hall land, but the idea was for the Village Hall 

team to help support the council's plan to enter the 'best kept village award,' 

and to do the work prior to nesting 

time. Also to give time for  

residual clean up and any new 

planting or landscaping before the 

adjudication visits in May  

(I believe).  

 

Thanks to all who pitched in! 
 

 

(continued on next page) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

MARCH 
 

VILLAGE HALLS WEEK. Come along to these two events and support your 
village hall. 
 

1- SOUP LUNCH. Tuesday 18th March 12.00pm-2.00pm. - If you are 
around, these soups are not to be missed!! 
We will be holding one of our popular Soup Lunches. Come along and  
enjoy some of the amazing home made soups provided by the trustees. 
 
2- COFFEE/TEA AND CAKES CAFE.  Saturday 22nd March from 2.30pm-
4.30pm. The cakes are well renowned! 
Again one of our popular events, where you can enjoy a tea/coffee and some of 

those amazing home made cakes that you all love. 
 

APRIL 
 

ANNUAL JUMBLE SALE. Saturday 26th April from 2.00pm-4.00pm 
Jumble intake on Friday 25th from 4pm-6pm.  Please contact our  
booking agent Pauline Crisp if you need to clarify anything (contacts on the 
back page of this magazine). 
Come along and take look around, as there are often great bargains to be had.  
 

MAY 
 

POLLING STATION. 1st May all day. 
The hall is booked out for the day, as a Polling Station 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL TRUSTEE MEETING. 7th May from 6.30pm. 
This year we will hold the AGM in early May. At this meeting the current chair 
will present the annual report for the 2024/25 period and all trustees step down 
and can be re-elected, or not, and new trustees elected.   
 

GENERAL 
 

We are always looking for new volunteers and supporters to help with the day 
to day functioning of the hall and to bring in more events and functions. As a 
Trustee Group we organise and run some events ourselves, but as you can  
imagine we simply can't handle more than a few in a year.  
 

Once again, thank you all for your support 
Lionel  
on behalf of the Trustees 

(continued from previous page) 
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This April, a tale as old as time is set to unfold at Dauntsey’s School,  
West Lavington. 

 
Devizes Musical Theatre 

 
invites you to be our guest for a spellbinding performance of Disney’s 

 
*****    BEAUTY AND THE BEAST    ***** 

 
Join Belle, the Beast, and a host of unforgettable characters as they bring 
this classic story to life. Following the smash-hit success of Sister Act in 

2024, which not only played to sold-out audiences, but was also nominated 
for Best Musical and Best Publicity at the prestigious Rose Bowl awards, 

this will be another unmissable show. 
 

When: Evenings 7:30pm Wednesday 2nd April – Saturday 5th April 2025,  
Matinee 2:30pm Saturday 5th April 

Where: Memorial Hall, Dauntsey's School, West Lavington, SN10 4HE 
Tickets: available now at www.devizesmusicaltheatre.co.uk or Devizes 

Books. 
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Tickets are now available for White Horse 
Opera’s main production to be performed 
in the Wharf Theatre Devizes at 7.30pm on 
11th, 12th and 14th March and at 2pm on 
Sat 5th March. 
 
La Belle Helene is a comic opera by 
Jacques Offenbach, the piece parodies the 
story of Helen of Troy's elopement 
with Paris, which set off the Trojan War. 
Having been promised the most beautiful 
woman in the world by Venus, Paris ar-
rives in disguise as a shepherd boy with 
the aim of cashing in that promise. 
 
Helene currently married to Menelaus 
wards off his advances. However, when 
Paris comes to her while she is sleeping, 
she believes it all to be in her dreams, so it 
must therefore “be all fine”. 

 

Do come and see the fireworks that ensue when Menelaus comes home early and 
discovers the lovers! 
 

Fully staged, sung in English with orchestra 
 

Hilariously funny with beautiful music 
 
Tickets from Devizes Books and hwww.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera 

Mark Mason Carpentry & Joinery LTD 

All aspects of carpentry & joinery undertaken, including:  

• Bespoke windows and doors 
• Wood flooring 
• House refurbishments 
• Bookcase and bedroom furniture 
• Sliding sash window repairs 

 
07973 381489 
01380 816867 
markmason37@gmail.com 
markmasoncarpentry.co.uk 

http://hwww.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera
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The first concert of the 2025 season is a soul-satisfying combination of saxophone, 

organ, soprano and percussion: Sanctuary, in the Priory Church on Saturday 8th 

March at 7.30pm. 

 

Saxophonist Christan Forshaw’s performing career has developed from jazz into his 

own voice, ethereal and emotional. His original compositions, as well as his ar-

rangements, are deeply rooted in sacred melodies and the church choral tradition, 

and he now performs and records with leading choral ensembles and collaborates 

with musicians from a variety of musical genres. 

 

He is joined by Richard Pinel (organ, former Director of the Edington Music Festi-

val), soprano Rosanna Wicks, and percussionist Ryan Hepburn. 

 

Tickets are on sale now through the Edington Arts website, www.edingtonarts.org, 

from £11-£25, with 18 and under coming free. Unmissable. 

http://www.edingtonarts.org
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Bargains galore at Wiltshire Bobby Van’s 
first sustainable fashion event of the year 

 
 
THE Wiltshire Bobby 
Van Trust is getting 
ready for its first  
sustainable fashion 
event of the year, where 
shoppers can find a huge 
range of nearly new designer 
clothes, jewellery and  
accessories at bargain prices.  
 
The Bag A Bargain event, at 
Wellington Farm Barn near 
Calne, is open from 2pm to 
8pm on March 5, where  
tickets are just £7, and from 9am to noon on March 6, where entry is free. 
 
Organisers are still appealing for good quality clothes for the sale. Anyone 
wanting to donate items can contact them via email at jennie@wbvt.or or 
susanna@wbvt.org. 
 
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust Director Jennie Shaw said: “Spring is just around 
the corner and our sale is a wonderful opportunity to refresh your wardrobe, 
with rail after rail of exquisite nearly new designer clothes and jewellery.  
“It’s a perfect excuse to clear out those wardrobes and make room for a 
brand new you. We have some fabulous clothes and some wonderful  
bargains, come and find the perfect outfit for the races, a wedding or some-
thing that just makes you feel good.” 
 
Tickets can be booked at wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk/future-events 
Find out more about the work of the charity at wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk. 
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Worton and Marston Village Hall 
 

Run for the community by volunteers 
 

Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more 
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing -  

fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs 
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall  

for the benefit of the community 
 

Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248  
or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net 

www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.org.uk 

The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo 
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions 

It is available for hire for just £50.            
 

Please contact: 
Pauline (720248) or any other Trustee 
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Doggy Dilemmas 
 

Guild of Dogs 

Master Professional Dog Training Instructor 

1 to 1’s & training classes 

Home Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council 
 

 
 

Contact Debs on 
 07966 617617 

Email  debsmackay@hotmail.com 
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FIVE LANES WI 
 
Our February meeting saw us “straining our brains” over a variety of quizzes and 

puzzles provided by Sarah and Pauline. Whilst not overly competitive, the three 

teams were pleased to be pretty close in their final scores. Congratulations to the 

winners! We finished with a hot drink and Carol’s delicious jam and cream sponge. 

Yum! 

 

As users of our VILLAGE HALL, we continue to be appreciative of the excellent 

facilities, especially the kitchen, and thankful to the TRUSTEES for working so 

hard to make it happen. 

 

MARCH 12th at 7:00pm will see us back in the Village Hall for an evening of food

-related fun. Not totally planned yet, so it will be a bit of a mystery. Come and see 

what it’s all about! 

 

Jean Lane 722069 

MONTHLY QUIZ  
ROSE & CROWN 

 

Fancy a quiz night? Come along to 
your local with Jackie & John at the 
Rose & Crown, Worton. 
 
Quiz takes place the last SUNDAY 
of the month 7.30 start. 
 
£2 per person, up to five people per 
team. 
 
All proceeds go to the winners  
Charity of choice. JANUARY QUIZ 
RAISED £50 FOR DEVIZES & 
DISTRICT FOODBANK. 
 
Pam Woods (Quiz Mistress) 
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Saturday 8th Mar 
10:00am—12 noon 

Oakley House 
80 High St, Worton 

Hosted by Alison Parker 
 
 

Saturday 12th Apr 
10:00am—12 noon 

Ware Farm 
Entrance 1st turning right hand side (signed)  

after turn into Potterne Rd, left off Worton High St. 
Hosted by Allison Soni 

 
 

Do come & join us. 

 

BOOK SWAP 

Thousands of Rare, used and Antique books for sale 
 

www.mgoddingltd.co.uk 
 

markg@mgodding.com 
 

House clearances. Books bought in volume. 
 

07889 925417 
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WORTON & MARSTON LADIES GROUP 

 

 
On the 29th January 13 members met at the Raven, Poulshot for our 
annual New Year lunch. We had the restaurant to ourselves after two 
businessmen came in, and within five minutes decided to return to the 
bar, obviously the thought of 13 women clacking on was too much for 
them. The food was great, good atmosphere, everyone enjoyed it. 
  
We next meet on 26th February in the Village Hall 7.30 start, please 
note change of time, when we will go through this year’s programme. 
We are also looking to have new members join us, more on that next 
month. 
 
Pam Woods 
01380 726679 

 VILLAGE HALL  
200 CLUB 

 

£50 200 Club Winner for FEBRUARY:  HELEN MORSE 
 

There’s still time to complete the subscription form (enclosed) for 
anyone who would like to renew or join for the first time and be  
included in the first draw of the season which starts APRIL 2025. 
 

Please make sure you pop your completed forms through my letter 
box (address on form). 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already signed up, I’m pleased to say 
so far, we have 21 new members. 
 

With your participation we can keep our valuable Village Hall  
running. 
 

Good luck to everyone taking part. 
Pam Woods 
Administrator, Worton & Marston Village Hall Trustee 
01380 726679 
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WORTON AND MARSTON GARDEN CLUB 
 

“Now when the primrose makes a splendid show, 
and lilies face the March-winds in full blow 
and humbler growths are moved with one desire, 
Put on to welcome spring, their best attire……” 

William Wordsworth, “Poor Robin” March 1840 

Here we are in March and hopefully with warmer weather. I’ve no doubt that 

the “Poor Robin” the title of the poem this quote is from, will already be 

springing up. It is the wild flower commonly known as herb-Robert or  

Geranium Robertianum to give its botanical name. Love it or loathe it, Herb 

Robert never fails to seed in all sorts of areas and in almost any season. 

 

Thinking ahead to spring and summer with lots of glorious gardens to visit, I 

have the new 2025 booklet for The National Garden Scheme’s Wiltshire 

Gardens in front of me, As a volunteer Assistant County Organiser for the 

NGS, I am often surprised that very few people know much about the  

charity. How/why/when it started. Where does the money raised go? Other 

than to nursing charities, what broader groups does the charity support 

through donations or grants? What constitutes an ideal NGs garden and why 

would you want to open your garden to the public?  In order to answer those 

questions, I am pleased to say that this month’s talk is by Alex Graham, 

County Organiser for South Wiltshire on – The National Garden Scheme.  

All welcome. 

 

In May, the school and church will have their Fete and the Garden club will 

be running the plant stall. A great time to buy some lovely flower and  

vegetable plants. Anyone with any extra cuttings, seedlings or who is  

splitting perennials please keep us in mind for donations to the stall. 

 

What’s on in March 

March 17th Garden Club Meeting 7 for 730pm Village Hall 

March 21st The Generous Gardener Charity Plant Sale - Charlton Farm SN16 

9DS. This is a great plant sale with specialist nurseries, Teas and coffees for 

sale and your ticket also lets you explore the lovely garden at the farm. 
 

(continued on next page) 
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NGS gardens open in March 

Westcroft Garden 6th and 13th March 

Fonthill House Sunday 23rd 

Corsham Court Sunday 30th 

Further details on all of the above at ngs.org.uk 

 

Best wishes, 

Alison parker     aelparker@aol.com 

(continued from previous page) 

WORTON AND MARSTON VILLAGE SHOW 
 

A reminder for all the readers of the magazine, the 2025 Village Show will take 

place on Saturday 30th August. 

 

The show committee are just about to start reviewing last years show and finalising 

the schedule for this on. As ever in any village event, we welcome any input to help 

us shape the show, ideas about the classes, how we put on the show, how we run it 

on the day. If you have any ideas or would like to be involved please get in touch 

with me directly. 

 

We will have an entry in the magazine every month until the show. Please have a 

look at our messages and when the schedule is out, have a go. 

 

As  above please get in touch with any comments ideas, suggestions etc 

 

Many Thanks 

Bill Francis, 07775616901 

dfrancis162@btinternet. com  

07917818145             07876433655 01380 725652     07876433655 
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READING BETWEEN THE WINES 
 
Do you enjoy a good read? And a social evening afterwards to  

discuss the book and exchange opinions? We meet approximately every 6 

weeks, in each other’s homes, to do just that, and to choose our next “good 

read”. 

 

We are currently reading Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stewart, and our next 

meeting is on 26th March at 7:30pm. We’d love a few more members to liv-

en up our discussions! 

 

If you think you might enjoy helping us out, contact 

  

Pauline Crisp at dpcrisp@uwclub.net,  or on 01380 720248  or  01755 

906918. 

mailto:dpcrisp@uwclub.net
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POETRY, PROSE, & POSSIBILITIES 
 

Four Loves 
 

A short story, with apology to C S Lewis 
 

They were a good group, the rambling association he had recently joined, 

sharing a love of countryside and fresh air. This coming  

weekend, they were due to walk in the area, where his widowed mother had 

her small cottage. He had the idea to visit her, while the rest went to lunch 

in the pub – the bonds of family ever strong.  

 

However, there was this young woman, who had joined the group shortly 

after he had. He didn’t even know her name, but he did know that he found 

her very attractive. He was torn: if he went to the pub, he might get to know 

her better, see if there was any sign of a mutual spark. She might even be a 

churchgoer, as he was, wrestling as he did with the concept of the love of 

God (including that oh-so-difficult  

injunction to be nice to people one doesn’t like, even those who do one 

harm). 

 

So, Mum or pub? 

 

He rolled over in his bed, to go to sleep, hoping that perhaps his dreams 

might help him to resolve this dilemma. 

 
PW February 2025 
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Beauty Treatments available in 
village location with free parking. 

Including Facials, Waxing,  
Massage and MUCH MORE. 

 

www.tranquilmoment.co.uk  
 

We look forward to welcoming 
you soon. 

 

The Tranquil Moment  
Unit 2 Manor House Yard  

Poulshot  
SN10 1RY  

 

01380 828297 

 
 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 
 

 Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior) 

 Tiling and Flooring 

 Paving, Decking and Patios 

 Guttering and Fascias 

 Light Building Works 

 Repair and Renovation Work 

 Garden Maintenance 

 
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes  

pride in their work (references available) then contact … 

 
Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes) 

07725 638 165   
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk 

*  Free Quote       *  Competitive Prices     *  No Job is Too Small 
*  All Areas within Wiltshire Covered     *  Fully Insured 

http://www.tranquilmoment.co.uk/
mailto:adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
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MESSAGE FROM OUR WILTSHIRE COUNCILLOR 

 

Ensuring tight and proper finances, and a fair deal for Council 
Taxpayers: Proposed Budget to be discussed at Full Council 
 
By the time you read this article, Wiltshire Council will have discussed and 
agreed its 2025/26 budget and provided its third formal financial update of 
the 2024/25 financial year.  
 
Based on information up to the end of December 2024 – the third quarter 
forecast a net overspend of around £1.7m, equivalent to around 0.3% of net 
spend. Much of the forecasted overspend during the year has been due to 
continued challenges in social care that authorities across the country are 
experiencing, particularly adult services - with increased demand and the 
higher cost of care packages, particularly for cases that are complex. The 
area of adult services is now forecast to overspend more than the previous 
quarter - with the current total at around £6.9m. Across the organisation the 
council has put in several measures, including the management of vacancies 
to reduce the cost of staffing, and challenging and halting non-essential and 
discretionary spend wherever possible. 
 
Wiltshire Council's Cabinet also approved the council's proposed budget for 
2025/26 of around £527m, compared to last year's £490m. Although the 
council has received some extra social care funding from government of 
around £4.8m, challenges have emerged following confirmation of its  
provisional local government finance settlement at the end of last year, 
which the council has had to respond quickly to. Through changes to  
government grants and employees' national insurance contributions,  
Wiltshire Council has almost £8m less national funding this year. Most of 
this funding was via the Rural Services Delivery Grant, which was designed 
to enable large rural authorities like Wiltshire to meet the extra costs  
involved in delivery of services across a wide geography with significant 
travel times - issues not faced by urban authorities. 
 
The council has opted to propose to not increase the Wiltshire Council ele-
ment of council tax by the full amount government has permitted - instead, 
proposing to raise it by 4.5% (2.5% for basic council tax and a 2% adult 
social care levy) rather than the full 4.99% allowed. This would see an  
increase of £1.56 per week for those in a Band D property for the Wiltshire 
Council element of council tax. The adult social care levy will raise £7m 
and will help to fund the £20m of inflation and demand growth that has 
been built into the Adult Social Care budget. 

(continued on next page) 
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The most significant areas of spend outlined in the proposals are: 

• Adult services - £194m    

• Families and children - £75m    

• Highways and transport - £43.4m    

• Environment (including waste) - £49.5m 

•  Education and skills - £38m  
 
A public Budget Webinar took place on 4 February - a recording can be 
watched at YouTube.  It shows that the preventative long-term approach has 
given Wiltshire Council financial resilience to respond effectively to  
challenges and still gives opportunities to be ambitious and invest for the 
good of everyone in the county. 
 
Tamara Reay 
Wiltshire Councillor for Devizes Rural West. 
Tel: 07711 824864 Email: tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk   

(continued from previous page) 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5oD1b9CyR6A&data=05%7C02%7CKalum.House%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C0822d1ba0bbd4dceba7a08dd4600503b%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638743689354725768%7CUnkn
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(continued on next page) 

WORTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

One of the good things about being on the Parish Council is that we are, of 

necessity, looking forward, not backwards. Thus, our recent meeting, as well 

as giving careful consideration to our financial commitments and balances, 

also allowed us to focus on our best kept village entry. Again, I've got to 

hand the plaudits to Cllr Stokes on this. Without Nick’s vision and  

determination, we wouldn't have got off the ground with this, but we now 

have several active participants who are well and truly signed up to the 

cause. We have a plan, time scale and team taking shape. Of course, there's 

always room for more, so please get in touch with Nick if you can play a 

part. 
 

One of the most enjoyable events that takes place is the annual Newcomers 

party, ably hosted by stalwarts from the local community. It was great to 

meet new villagers and find an interest in playing a part in village life. Nick 

did particularly well in finding volunteers for the Best Kept Village entry. 

He will keep everybody informed on this as we get nearer to the  

unannounced visit of the competition judges, which should happen in the 

summer. They will be given a recommended route through the village in 

advance (it's allowed to ask them not to judge locations that are undergoing 

construction work, for example), but it's important that all of us do our best 

to make our environment as pleasant as possible for our own benefit - that's 

surely what this whole project is about? 
 

If the process goes smoothly, we will have no idea that the inspection is  

taking place (unlike an iconic episode of Fawlty Towers that springs to 

mind!) 
 

It's been quite an eye opener to see the transformation taking place at the 

Kempsters Reach / Primrose Rise development. It’s well known that the  

saga linked to the development has sown seeds of division in the  

community, for obvious reasons, and it's much easier for someone like me, 

who lives at some distance from the project, to take a more constructive 

standpoint, than someone who’s life has been turned upside down by the 

construction and changed environment resulting, 
 

However, it's really important to look forward and see the benefits that can 

result as far as the community as a whole is concerned. From my personal 
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(continued from previous page) 

perspective, I have found the representatives of Newlands homes to be open 

to dialogue, and there are examples of where they have listened to concerns 

and acted on them. There has been support for the Best kept Village group 

and the Queen’s Walkway plan, which should link with the reconstituted 

footpath at Kempster’s reach when the site nears completion. I have enjoyed 

the chance to share anecdotes about Worton from our shared history. We 

want our village to be as welcoming to our new residents as it has always 

been. 
 

We are very lucky to be looking after our 2-year-old granddaughter  

regularly, and she has helped to give me an insight into just what the new 

development can mean in practical terms. She has been delighted by the 

“diamonds in the sky”, along with various diggers and cranes! 
 

For those not privy to her world, the “diamonds” in question are, in fact,  

triangles -being carefully placed for roofs to be assembled around them. To 

her, it's sheer magic! Of course, reality is different, but it serves to remind 

me that we need to take care to provide a future which reflects her, and  

others, dreams. Whether that is in Worton is quite another matter but serves 

as a reminder of just how important it is that conservation and development 

work together in harmony, as illustrated by her tuneful (biased granddad!) 

rendition of “Twinkle Twinkle” as she watches the building work in  

fascinated wonder. 
 

What is certainly true is that we need to work in harmony with our young 

residents and the developers to make the best use of the finance available to 

renovate our existing leisure facilities -and, as I have indicated previously, I 

see this as reflecting the needs of the whole community. Not just the children 

(though they are the priority). I’ve got my eye on a bit more table tennis, and 

maybe even “pickleball” facilities. So watch this space! 
 

I’ll close with a reminder that the current incarnation of the Parish Council 

ends in May (four years being up). If anyone is interested in standing for 

election, please get your skates on as forms have to be completed ASAP. 

Check out the Wiltshire website for details, or contact Jules, our clerk, for 

more information. 

 

Barry Devine 
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“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver” 
 

Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available 
 
 

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828 
 

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’ 

Wiltshire Best Kept Village Competition (BKVC) 

In February, entries will be invited for the BKVC. Categories are Large, Medium 
and Small villages. There are 15 prizes of up to £200. It's a great way of getting 
villagers together to keep our villages looking good and to build on our community 
spirit. Entry is simple and must be received by CPRE Wiltshire by 17 April. Can 
you help our parish council with this? Details are at https://
www.cprewiltshire.org.uk/category/awards/ or call 01380 722157 and leave a mes-
sage if necessary. 

Mike Manson 

Project Officer 

Marston Parish Council 
 

After 40 years of service with Marston Parish Council, with some 
spells as Chairman, I plan to stand down in May. One of my  
responsibilities has been Rights of way and organizing the annual 
footpath walk. 
 
The Parish Council is allowed 5 members, so there will now be 2  
vacancies to fill in May. 
 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-elections gives the full information,  
including all the key dates, starting from 11th March. Nominations 
open on 12th March. 
 
Please get involved Marston is your village !! 
Dave Hansford. 

https://www.cprewiltshire.org.uk/category/awards/
https://www.cprewiltshire.org.uk/category/awards/
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-elections
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  WORTON COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 
 

(Speedwatch sessions are of 45 minutes duration) 
 
LOCAL RESIDENTS WANTED 
 
Could you help support your local community in reducing speeding? 
Following the sad loss of a member of our team in December and the  
imminent departure of another, our resources are being stretched. 
 

If you can spare 45 minutes once or twice a month and would like to assist 
in making the village high street safer by encouraging motorists to observe 
the speed limit, please contact me at: speedwatch2024@gmail.com. 
 

Speedwatch is about education not prosecution 
 

Volunteers need to be 18 or over and able to stand for the duration of a  
session. 
 

Bob 

mailto:speedwatch2024@gmail.com
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BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2025 
 

Villagers will probably be aware that Worton Parish Council has entered the village 

for the above competition organised by CPRE - the Countryside Charity.  This com-

petition aims to identify the Wiltshire villages which best embody a place where 

residents make the effort to show that they are proud of their village through com-

munity events and volunteer work to make the village attractive.  This is the first 

time Worton has taken part (although Marston has in the past) which means that we 

also qualify for the Best Newcomer section. 
 

Participation in this competition requires community effort which is already under 

way, in addition to showing the extent that village facilities are well used and regular 

community events take place. For example, with the support of Councillor Goode-

nough and her team, Back Lane has been cleared to allow the snowdrops to flourish 

and the Village Hall trustees have organised the clearance of vegetation on Church 

Lane to allow the car park to be better used. A further group have committed to re-

furbishing the two bus shelters before the judging, and more than 20 residents have 

signed up for the working parties that will take place in the run-up to judging which 

starts mid-May. However, we are always looking out for more volunteers as well as 

encouraging residents to 'do their bit' in their gardens where they abut onto a road or 

onto Back Lane - for example by cutting back hedges before nesting starts in May. 
 

There are a number of activities planned and I encourage villagers to put these dates 

in their diaries: 
 

Saturday 22 March - at the Village Hall 'Cafe' afternoon, there will be a short presen-

tation, starting at 2.30pm, on what is involved, together with the opportunity to sign 

up for one of the working parties. There are two of these, one focusing on Back Lane 

and Church Lane, and one on the High Street from Sandleaze Court to Mill Head, 

plus Sandleaze, Gaisford Chase and Cedar Close. Three weekends have been set 

aside with work taking place on either the Saturday or Sunday morning as follows: 
 

April 26 or April 27 

May 10 or May 11 

May 24 or May 25 
 

It is hoped that there will then be an opportunity for a little social activity thanks to 

support secured from Newland Homes. 
 

The first round of judging will take place by mid-June with the winners in each area 

and each size group going forward to a second stage in July, and the prize giving at 

the end of September when winners will receive some financial reward and a plaque 

thanks to sponsorship from Idverde, Wiltshire County Council and Renelec. 

 

Councillor Nick Stokes, on behalf of Worton Parish Council 
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We know: 

Most domestic AV equipment  
from (at least) the 1950's onwards     

literally inside out!  

quality refurbished audio products for sale  

Sarsen Roofing 
For all your roofing needs 

Family business 
No job too big or small 
For free quotation, contact 

Sarsen Roofing 

01980 742200 
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Five Lanes CE VC 
  
Primary School 

What a busy half term we’ve had.  

Art with Dauntsey’s 
Hazel class (years 3 and 4) did some printing work with the Art teach-
er and some pupils from Dauntsey’s School. They were inspired  by 
underwater animals and learnt techniques to transform their drawing 
into a print. They then transferred this onto a piece of paper using ink. 
 

Science at Dauntsey’s School 
Elder class (years 5 and 6) went to Dauntsey’s to take part in some  
science experiments.  
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Walk Safe Workshops 
We had interactive and practical sessions that included learning to 
cross roads safely, how to notice dangers and how to stay safe in  
public. 

National Number Day 
To celebrate National Numbers Day, we dressed up as Times Tables 

Rock Stars.  

Romans 
Hazel class were Romans. They took their 
shields to battle and drilled some Roman 
formations. 

Science 
Elder class were visited by some eye 
health Specialists.  (thank you to Haines 
and Smith Opticians for their goodie 
bags). 

Elder also  
simulated the  
digestive sys-
tem with 
Weetabix and a 
pair of tights. 
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KIDS CORNER 
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FLOWER OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orchid 
(Orchidaceae) 

 

Who gave to thee that name 
So full of homely and most pleasant thought? 

It’s charm might win renown  
For many a thing with far less beauty fraught. 

 

Orchids, for all their challenges to flower on my window sill, are resilient 
and hardy. They are second only to the daisy family in their known  
species. You can find orchids on every continent, except Antarctica. They 
have adapted to grow in all types of environments with only the harshest 
exceptions (glaciers and deserts).  They have even been found growing 
underground. This makes them a great candidate for propagation on other 
planets, if only they were edible. 
 

Louis Liger, a French writer and agronomist, invented a classical myth 
about how the orchids came to be. He attributed their formation to the  
ancient Greeks and Romans. Using the story of Adonis and Narcissus for 
inspiration, he created the figure of Orchis, the son of a nymph and satyr 
who defiles a priestess of Bacchus during one of their many festivals. This 
resulted in Orchis being killed and transformed into an orchid flower as 
punishment by the gods.  
 

There is an orchid growing in the UK, that is so special, that it has its own 
security service and surveillance system. The lady’s slipper orchid 
(Cypripedium calceolus) was thought to be extinct and a small, dedicated 
committee was formed in 1971 to protect the orchid from collectors. The 
location of the site is a closely guarded secret known only by the  
committee and their trusted wardens who guard the location during spring 
and summer months. 
 
(sources: rhs.org.uk; wikipedia) 
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(continued on next page) 

USEFUL VILLAGE CONTACTS - 2025  

 

The Bridge:  
     Editor - Catherine Malli-Dawson editorofthebridge@gmail.com 
                                                                07984 301 258 
     Distribution - Kim Cannon   kescannon@hotmail.com    
                                                                01380 727993 
 
 

Book Swap: Judy Shercliff  judy.shercliff@gmail.com  01380 723136 
 
 
  

Christ Church, Worton (part of the Wellsprings Benefice):  
     Contact the Benefice Office on 07516 224057 or  
     at contact.wellsprings@gmail.co.uk 
     Church Wardens:  
     Mrs Heather Walker   01380 725785  heatherwalker66@gmail.com  
     Mrs Jean Lane            01380 722069  joje@talktalk.net 
 
 

Cricket (Worton and Poulshot): Giles Collins 07530 771405 
                                                       giles.collins@btinternet.com 
 
 

Football (The Badgers):  Club President Pete Huntley 07974 756131 
                                         or Club Secretary Rob Nuttall 07706 167347 
Garden Club:  
     Alison Parker    07786 985741    aelparker@aol.com 
     Sally Brooks     07957 917851    svwood90@hotmail.com 
     Village Show    Bill Francis  01380 739986  
                               dfrancis162@btinternet.com      
 
 

Ladies Group: Pam Woods   01380 726679    
     Meet last Wednesday each month 7:30pm, in the Village Hall. 
 
 

Link Scheme: Lyn Vickers Transport Coordinator 07413 912828 
                        Alun Newman (Chair ) 
                        wandmlink@gmail.com for further information 
 
 

Marston Parish Council: Steven Bennett 
                                           clerk@marstonpc.co.uk 

 
 

Newspaper Delivery: Richard Walker 07702 868863 
 
Rose and Crown: John & Jackie  01380 724202       
 
 

School (Five Lanes):   admin@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk 
 
 

mailto:kescannon@hotmail.com
mailto:judy.shercliff@gmail.com
mailto:contact.wellsprings@gmail.co.uk
mailto:heatherwalker66@gmail.com
mailto:joje@talktalk.net
mailto:aelparker@aol.com
mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
mailto:wandmlink@gmail.com
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(continued from previous page) 

SpeedWatch: Bob Mitchell   speedwatch2024@gmail.com 
 
 

Tennis: Seend Tennis Club: Sally Jackson    07798 564712 
              Devizes Tennis Club: Barry Devine 07809 221341 
                                    Monday, Wednesday, Friday mornings.  

       
 

Toddlers’ Group: Linda Rose    wortontoddlers@gmail.com    
                                                      text   07921 867206 
 

Village Hall (Worton and Marston):  
     For the Chair:  WMVHChair@yahoo.com     07385 162999 
 

     For Bookings: dpcrisp@uwclub.net     01380 720248 
     For Maintenance: wmvhmaintenance@yahoo.com 
 
 

Wiltshire Council: Tamara Reay  
                   Wiltshire Councillor of Devizes Rural West 
                    tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk   07711 824864 
 
 

Worton Parish Council:  
    Chair: Barry Devine  barry@worton.org.uk   bazandsaz@gmail.com 
    Other Parish Councillors: Richard Slack     Dicky Parsons     
    Patricia Goodenough      Malcolm Powell         Chris Collins      
    Robert Goss    Nick Stokes   Anthony Higgins      Clerk: Jules Slack              
 
 

Women’s Institute (W.I.): Helen Bodman (President) 01380 723593 
 
 

Worton United Charities: Trustee Chair  Bill Francis   
                                               dfrancis162@btinternet.com 
 
 

(Please contact me (editorofthebridge@gmail.com) if there are any  
contacts you would like to add, change or remove.) 

March 
Silvery green of early Spring, 

The color of new clover and de-covered webs. 
It reminds me of a child freshly woken from 

their crib  
With rumpled hair, sleepy eyes, and fog about 

their head— 
They grumble, fuss, and turn over back to 

bed. 

Amber Shehan 

mailto:wortonspeedwatch@gmail.com
mailto:wortontoddlers@gmail.com
mailto:WMVHChair@yahoo.com
mailto:reay@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:barry@worton.org.uk
mailto:dfrancis162@btinternet.com
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Rose and Crown 
Worton 

 
 

01380 724202 
 

                             Lunch time opening      Evening opening 
Monday                        Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Tuesday                       Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Wednesday                       Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Thursday                      Closed                    6pm -11pm 
Friday        Closed                    6pm -11.30pm 
Saturday                        12.00 - 2.30               6pm -11.30pm  
Sunday                    12.00 - 2.30               7pm-10pm  
 

                 

Rolls and sandwiches available. 
 

We have a pool table, darts and skittles. 
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.  
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WORTON & MARSTON BUS SCHEDULE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 

 
SATURDAYS 

 
 

NOTE: Not all stops are shown in the above schedules 
(Source: https://bustimes.org/services/76-trowbridge-steeple-ashton-worton-devizes) 
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Historical Extracts from The Bridge (MARCH 1995) 
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Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15
th

 MARCH 2025 
Catherine Malli-Dawson, Editor  

Carpe Diem, Plough Lane, Marston Telephone: 07984 301 258 
email address:   editorofthebridge@gmail.com 

REGULAR MEETINGS  
Around the Village 

 

Village Hall 
• Garden Club   

     3rd Monday 7.00pm start (not Aug/Dec) 

• Ladies Group 

     Last Wednesday 7:30pm (not Aug/Dec) 

• Women's Institute   

     2nd Wednesday Village Hall 

• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies 

Tuesdays 6pm-7.30pm 

• Potterne Rainbows                 

     Tuesdays 4.45pm-5.45pm 

• Worton Parish Council Meeting 

     1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on                    

notice boards 

 

In the Chapel at Marston 
 

• Marston Meditation 

     1st & 3rd Sunday 6pm start 

• Marston Parish Council Meeting 

(as shown on notice boards) 

VILLAGE DIARY 

Kerbside Collections 
in MARCH 

Worton & Marston 
 

Black box and Blue lidded  
bin recycling:  

March 4th & 18th 
 

Household waste: 
March 13th & 27th 

Garden waste: 
March 14th & 28th 

 

Worton and  
Marston Link                                                                                                                         

 
 

If you need help with transport 
for hospital appointments  

visiting the doctor and dentist or other  
important journeys. 
 

 Call  W&M Link on    

07413 912828 

Forthcoming Events 

  8th    Book Swap 
12th    WI  
17th    Garden Club 

Mobile Library 
Location: The School   
                 1.10pm - 1.50pm   
Next Date:  Monday 24 Mar 
 

Call Wiltshire Library Services 
on 01225 713727 for information 

Kerbside Collections 
In MARCH 

Close Lane, Marston 
 

Black box and Blue lidded bin 
recycling:  

March 11th & 25th 
 

Household waste: 
March 6th & 20th 

There are 36 leprechauns dancing across the 
pages. 


